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WORKSHEET 14

Idioms: Adding up
Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

(1)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

()
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(3)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(4)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

()
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(6)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

| cannot understand why she did that, it really doesn't add up.

doesn't calculate

doesn't make sense

isn't mathematics

makes the wrong addition

All the students got high marks in the test but Mary stood out.

got a lot of marks

got very good marks

got higher marks than someone

got the most marks of all

He has sold his house and has no job and so now he has next to nothing.
he is unemployed

he has a few things

he has almost no money

he has nothing at all

As a newspaper reporter she always wanted to get information at first hand.
quickly

slowly

easily

directly

| think we can safely say now that we have got our money back, we are home and dry.
(a) have not got wet

(c) have been successful

(b) have got no water

(d) have got home dry

He is the man who owns all the land and is the big fish around here.
(a) the fat man

(b) the huge man

(c) the important man

(d) the enormous man



Idioms: Adding up
Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

(7) She never stops talking about herself and is full of herself.
(A) (a)isveryfatt
(B) (b) is too fat
(C) (c)isvery full
(D) (d) is very conceited
(8) You will not slip over because the floor is as dry as a bone.
(A) (a) completely hard
(B) (b) extremely flat
(C) (c) totally dry
(D) (d) completely cracked
(9) He kept saying he didn't do it but in the end he said he had done it.
(A) (a) atthe end
(B) (b) finally
(C) (c)atlast
(D) (d) by the end
(10) I know you are very sorry that you broke the pot but accidents will happen.
(A) (a) things will take place
(B) (c) things take place often
(C) (b) things do occur
(D) (d) things often go wrong
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Idioms: Up to his ears

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

(1) He's up to his ears in work and cannot possibly see you now.
(A) fully occupied with
(B) wvery interested in
(C) not involved with
(D) concerned with
(2) If you give me a hand, then I shall be able to finish more quickly.
(A) take my hand
(B) help me
(C) take my fingers
(D) pick me up
(3) | prefer to talk to people face to face rather than to talk on the phone.
(A) inperson
(B) facing them
(C) looking at them
(D) seeing them
(4) The manager dismissed the new proposal out of hand and said that it was not at all
practical.
(A) quickly
(B) utterly
(C) directly
(D) simply
(5) As she is new to the job | would ask you to keep an eye on her for the time being.
(A) look at
(B) consider
(C) check
(D) observe

(6) The opposition in parliament accused the government of playing games and refusing to
accept the seriousness of the situation.
(A) being light hearted

(B) being heavy hearted
(C) being down hearted
(D) being faint hearted




Idioms: Up to his ears

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

(7)

(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)
(8)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)
)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)
(10)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

He accused her of talking through her hat and refused to accept a word of what she
said.
talking sense

talking straight

talking nonsense

talking tough

The police advised them to go down to the cellar in order to be out of harm's way.
away from the noise

inside the area

into safety

away from danger

I'd give my right arm if | could get tickets for that concert.

do absolutely anything

do something stupid

do something dangerous

do what you want

You can always rely on Fred to put his foot in it and come out with a remark like that.
tread on somebody

say something embarrassing

fall over

put on the wrong shoe
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English Animal Idioms:

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

1)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(2)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(3)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(4)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

()
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(6)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

There are times when you must decide and take the bull by the horns.

make the right decision

make a bold decision

make the wrong decision

make a final decision

He leads a dog's life really because his freedom is always curtailed.

never knows what to do

never goes out

sometimes does something wrong

never does what he wants

No-one ever mentions him because he's regarded as the black sheep of the family.
the one with a sense of humour

the one who is always late

the one with a bad reputation

the one who never washes

Q4 1 shouldn't go outside without a raincoat because it's raining cats and dogs.
it's just started to rain

it's raining very heavily

it's going to rain

it's raining a little

You shouldn't sign there | think he's about to make a monkey out of you.

to make a fool of you

to make you feel stupid

to make you lose money

to make you lose interest

It's a lovely house and very big but nobody uses it so it's a bit of a white elephant.

something very beautiful and useful
something very cheap and useless
something very big and useful
something very expensive and useless



English Animal Idioms:

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

(7)
(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)

(8)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

)

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)
(10)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

When the business folded, he took the lion's share of the assets.

the easiest part

the smallest part

the biggest part

the only part

Without my glasses | can't see where I'm going in fact I'm as blind as a bat.
very short sighted

very long sighted

very far sighted

very clear sighted

| get very irritated sometimes because they're always up with the lark and I like to lie
in.

up very easily

up very early

up very often

up very noisily

| would advise you to do that as well and in that way you'll kill two birds with one stone.
get things done twice

get two things done at the same time

get something done two times

get two things done twice
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Synonyms for quit
Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

(1)  The train to Rotterdam ....... at 6 pm sharp.
(A) exits
(B) goes
(C) departs
(D) deserts
(2) Have you heard that Mrs Andrews ....... from the board of directors?
(A) departed
(B) abandoned
(C) deserted
(D) resigned
(3) This exercise was very difficult and | finally ........
(A) left
(B) resigned
(C) departed
(D) gave up
(4) Disloyal sailors often ....... their ship.
(A) give over
(B) giveup
(C) desert
(D) depart
(5) You have to ....... smoking because it's not good for you!
(A) leave
(B) quit
(C) abandon
(D) resign
(6) The teacher asked the noisy students to ....... talking.
(A) giveup
(B) leave
(C) quit
(D) abandon



Synonyms for quit
Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

(7) My best friend ....... me in a time of need.
(A) quitted
(B) deserted
(C) departed
(D) resigned
(8) He easily ....... his career.
(A) left
(B) departed
(C) abandoned
(D) stopped
(9) Why did Jason ....... his wife?
(A) depart
(B) quit
(C) abandon
(D) resign
(10)  Cuckoos usually ....... their nests.
(A) resign
(B) desert
(C) giveup
(D) quit
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Synonyms for adapt:

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

(1)  This book is very difficult for children aged ten, so I'm afraid you will have to ....... it.
(A) adjust
(B) fit
(C) adapt
(D) focus
(2) This machinery needs to be ....... before putting it into operation.
(A) suited
(B) adjusted
(C) accommodated
(D) conformed
(3) Students usually find it very easy to ....... to college life.
(A) fit
(B) adapt
(C) reconcile
(D) suit
(4) | will have to find away to ....... myself to the new requirements.
(A) match
(B) suit
(C) accommodate
(D) change
(5) The picture on the television is not very clear; probably something needs to be ........
(A) suited
(B) adjusted
(C) adapted
(D) fitted
(6) It's been months since he moved to the North, but he can't ....... himself yet.
(A) fit
(B) match
(C) acclimatize

(D) harmonize

10



Synonyms for adapt:

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

(7) This plan of yours really ....... me!
(A) suits
(B) matches
(C) fits
(D) suffices
(8) We are happy to inform you that you are the candidate who best ....... our qualifications.
(A) harmonizes
(B) adapts
(C) suits
(D) accommodates
9) | admit it's been a hard thing to do, but I finally ....... my way of thinking with yours.
(A) reconciled
(B) acclimatized
(C) suited
(D) matched
(10) I like those shoes very much; | wish they ....... me.
(A) accommodate
(B) fit
(C) match
(D) suit

11
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Synonyms for walk:

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

1)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(2)
(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)

3)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(4)

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

()
(A)

(B)
(©)
(D)
(6)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

Marian was very exhausted at the end of the day so she ....... slowly along the beach on
her way back home.
paced

stalked

walked

strode

When they were younger, they used to ....... in the park with their kids every weekend.
stagger

stroll

meander

halt

As Brian is having his summer vacation he is ....... about the village all day long.

striding

staggering

walking

sauntering

The man was very worried about his wife being so late and he was ....... nervously up
and down the sitting room.

striding

pacing

walking

sauntering

As it had no choice trying to escape from the vulture, the doe ....... quickly over the streamlet.
strode

paced

strayed
meandered
Now, after he had won the coveted prize, Jason ....... into the room smiling.

strode
blundered
stalked
paced

12



Synonyms for walk:

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following
sentences:

(7)
(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)

(8)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(10)

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

They spent their first day as a married couple ....... about the streets of Venice as tourists.
striding

gadding

tottering

wandering

He soon retired and will finally have enough time to ....... over the country.
mosey

roam

gad

stride

It got very dark in the forest, so they easily ....... from the path and got lost.
strayed

moved

walked

meandered

Her friends left her all alone in a strange town and she ....... about unaccompanied all day
long.
staggered

stalked
strayed
gadded

13
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Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:
(1)  Canyou hear what he is .......7

(A) saying
(B) speaking
(C) telling
(D) talking
(2) She hasn't come home ........
(A) still
(B) already
(C) yet
(D) till
(3) I ... TV yesterday evening.
(A) saw
(B) looked
(C) viewed

(D) watched
(4) We live ....... the city centre.

(A) near
(B) next
(C) by
(D) nearby
(5) She looks ....... a famous film star.
(A) as
(B) like
(C) similar
(D) same
(6) This television gives you the ....... News.
(A) last
(B) latest
(C) least
(D) later
(7) I only ....... one mistake in last night's test.

14



Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

(A) made

(B) done
(C) did
(D) make
(8) | want you to tell me the ....... truth.
(A) all
(B) exact
(C) real
(D) whole
9) He is looking ....... a present to buy his girlfriend.
(A) for
(B) at
(C) in
(D) on
(10)  That's what I would like ....... Christmas.
(A) for
(B) at
(C) in
(D) on

15
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Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

(1)  You must not drink and then ....... a car.
(A) lead
(B) drive
(C) take
(D) guide
(2) Please be ....... when you cross this road.

(A) careless
(B) carefree
(C) caring
(D) careful
(3) Do what you like, I really don't ........
(A) concern
(B) interested

(C) dislike
(D) mind
(4) If you wantto ....... that book remember to bring it back.
(A)  borrow
(B) lend
(C) loan
(D) owe
(5) When your train arrives, I'll ....... you from the station.
(A) take
(B) bring
(C) fetch
(D) remove
(6) | always get ....... early in the summer.
(A) up
(B) over
(C)  through
(D) on

(7) When you first meet someone, you usually shake them ....... the hand.

16



Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

(A)  with

(B) on
(C) in
(D) by
(8) | have never ....... her before.
(A) saw
(B) seeing
(C) seen
(D) see

9) The teacher asked her students to do their ........
(A)  housework
(B) homework
(C) home duty
(D) house job
(10)  The police officer told the children always to tell the ........

(A) true

(B) facts

(C) information
(D) truth

17



WORKSHEET 22

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

1)
(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)

(2)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

3)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(4)

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)
()

(A)
(B)
(®)
(D)
(6)

(A)
(B)
(®)

I'm terribly sorry but I ....... what you said just now and | wonder if you could repeat it.
wasn't listen to

wasn't hearing

didn't hear

didn't hearing

I ... attentively to the lecture on philosophy but I still didn't understand much of it.
heard

listened

was hearing

was listen

Canyou ....... me all right over there because you are rather a long way away?
listening

hearing

listen

hear

... what you are saying but that still doesn't make me want to change my mind one
little bit.
listen

hear
am listing
am hearing

... to the concert every Monday on the radio and | imagine | am there listening to it
in person.
listen

am listening
hear
am hearing

| should explain that he finds it very difficult to follow your conversation because he is
very hard of ........
listen

listening
to hear

18



Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

(D)
(7)

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)
(8)

(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)
9)

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)
(10)

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

hearing

Now will you please ....... me and pay attention to what I'm saying because it's very
important.
hear

listen
hearing
listening to

You've been making so much noise with your music that people at the far end of the
road can ....... you
listen to

listening
hear
hearing

He sometimes pretends he can't ....... a single word you are saying but all the time he's
taking it all in.
listen

listening
hear
hearing

| have been ....... strange stories about you recently but |1 do hope that there is no
substance in them.
listened to

listening to
heard
hearing

19
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Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

1)
(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)

(2)

(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)
(3)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)
(4)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)
()

(A)
(B)
(®)
(D)
(6)

(A)
(B)
(®)

The brothers will ....... school both together at the end of this year.
end

ending

finish

finishes

They wanted their daughter to improve her social skills and sent her to the famous .......
school in Switzerland.
ends

ending

finishes

finishing

You can't miss it, it's that tall building right at the ....... of the road.
end

ends

finish

finishes

Sadly their marriage of 25 years ....... in divorce.
ends

ended

finishes

finshed

It didn't take long for the children to ....... off the cakes and pastries that had not been
eaten at the party.
end

ending

finish

finishing

He thought they would all share the cost of the meal but unfortunately he ....... up paying

for everybody.
end

ended
finish

20



Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

(D)
(7)
(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)
(8)

(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)
9)

(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)
(10)

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

finished

After the children had ....... doing their homework, the whole family watched television.
ends

ended

fnishes

finished

You could tell the time by him because he always ....... work at exactly the same time
every day.
ends

ended
finish
finished

I've written practically the whole book except for the last part and | just don't know how
to....... the story.
end

ending

finish

finishing

To most people it seemed like a long and successful relationship and so it was a great

surprise to learn that they had ....... with each other.
ends

ended
finishes
finished

21
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Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

1)
(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)

(2)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

3)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(4)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

()
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(6)

(A)
(B)
(®)
(D)
(7)

I ... my car to make sure it worked about ten minutes before | drove to work.
began

started

begin

start

My car very rarely ....... first time when the weather is really cold.

begins

beginning

starting

starts

We ....... off early on the first day of summer so that we could see the sun rise.

starting

beginning

| read the ....... of that book but I couldn't possibly read the whole story.

starting

start

beginning

begin

| can't ....... to understand why anyone would want to be cruel to animals.

start

begin

starts

begins

He ....... off at me again simply because | had forgotten to lock the back door after I
came home.

started

began

begun

starts

| won a lot of money by betting on that horse but it was simply a case of ....... luck.

22



Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:
(A) start's
(B) starter's
(C)  beginner's
(D)  beginning's

(8) As far as | was concerned when the accident happened, it was the ....... of the end.
(A) start
(B)  begin

(C) starting
(D)  beginning
9) Who would like to ....... off the debate?

(A)  begin
(B) start
(C)  begins

(D) starting
(10) I would greatly appreciate it if you didn't ....... up that old argument again.
(A) start

(B)  begin
(C) starts
(D)  begins

23
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Modal Verbs

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

(1) I....... go to see the doctor last week because | was very ill.
(A)  must
(B) mustto
(C) hadto
(D) haveto
(2) | could ....... bought that car but I didn't have enough money to pay for the petrol.
(A) had
(B) have
(C) haveto
(D) should
(3) I....... go now because | am already late for my class.
(A)  must
(B) had
(C) have
(D) had had
(4) | may ....... able to come to your party if | have the time.
(A) be
(B) being
(C) beingto
(D) have
(5) Doyou ....... clean the house every day or every week?
(A)  must
(B) have
(C) haveto
(D) hadto
(6) I ... speak French without a problem now because | have had many lessons.
(A) may
(B) can
(C) have
(D) haveto

24



Modal Verbs

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

(7)
(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)

(8)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

)
(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)

(10)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

They ....... do their homework today because it is a holiday at the school.
must not

don't have

don't have to

didn’t have

I ... help you with your shopping because you have a lot of bags.
ought

ought to

thought

ought to not

When will you ....... come and see us in our new house?

can

be able to

must

could

| may ....... go to Paris next week because there is a very big exhibition there.

have to

had
had to

25
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How to use the articles

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

1)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

()
(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)

(3)
(A)
(B)
(9
(D)

(4)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

()
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(6)
(A)
(B)
(®)
(D)

(7)

| only want ....... little sugar in my tea, please.

In..... end we decided not to go to the cinema but to watch television.

an
no article

It is important sometimes to stop and look around you at all the wonderful things ........
nature

in nature

in the nature

naturally

Itis ....... book that | have ever read.

funniest

funniest

the funniest

funny

| want to go to the cinema to see a film about ....... and the French.
France

a France

the France

no article

Can anyone give me ....... please because | have just fallen over?

hand

a hand

the hand

some hands

The interesting thing about ....... is all the roads that they built in Britain.

26



How to use the articles
Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

(A) Romans
(B) aRomans
(C) the Romans
(D) the Roman

(8) She always said that when she grew up she wanted to be ........
(A)  doctor
(B) adoctor
(C) the doctor
(D) doctors

9) | have left my book in ....... and | would like you to get it for me.
(A)  Kkitchen
(B) akitchen
(C) the kitchen
(D) some kitchens

(10)  Are you studying foreign languages at school, like ....... ?
(A)  French
(B) aFrench
(C) the French
(D) France

27



WORKSHEET 27

Relative pronouns

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

1)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

()
(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)

(3)
(A)
(B)
(9
(D)

(4)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

()
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(6)
(A)
(B)
(®)
(D)

(7)

....... Is that sitting over there in the corner?

Who

Whom

Which

Whose

| don't understand a word ....... you are talking about.

what

that

who

Whose

They have a very large house round ....... there are some lovely gardens.
that

which

whose

where

I'm looking at the photograph ....... you sent me with your letter.

which

who

whom

where

There is a new television programme called: '....... wants to be a millionaire?".
Which

What

Who

Whom

| think you will see that this is the best museum ....... you can find in the town.
that

which

who

where

The police want to find out ....... drove the red car into the shop window.

28



Relative pronouns

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

(A) who

(B) who's
(C) whose
(D) whom
(8) Did you meet the lady ....... uncle works in the library?
(A) who
(B) whose
(C) who's
(D)  which
9) The person in the house next to mine knows someone ....... met the Queen.
(A)  who
(B) whom
(C)  which
(D)  where
(10)  The grass, ....... | cut every week, seems to grow very quickly.
(A) who
(B) who's
(C)  which
(D) whose
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Present Tenses
Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:
(1) I ... her every day and she never says hello to me.
(A) see
(B) am seeing
(C)  will see

(D) seeing
(2) What is the name of that picture which you ....... on the wall.
(A) ook at

(B) s looking at
(C) are looking at
(D) looking
3) ... to see that film that is on at the cinema next week?
(A) Do yougo
(B) Isyou going
(C) Areyou going
(D) Have you
4 ... every single thing which that man says?
(A) Do you believe
(B) Isyou believing
(C)  Areyou believing
(D) Areyou to believe
(5) Sometimes | ....... what the teacher says to me.
(A) don't understand
(B) am not understanding
(C)  understand not
(D)  didn’t understand
(6) Later that tonight I ....... my uncle, who is ill in hospital.
(A) visit
(B) amvisiting
(C) are visiting
(D) have visited
(7) Why ....... late every time we arrange to meet?
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Present Tenses
Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:
(A) ishe
(B) heis
(C) ishe being
(D) has he been

e ... by air because the cost of flying is very high.
(A) Idon't often travel
(B)  I'll not often travelling

(C)  I'mnot often travelling
(D) Itravel often
9) Next time you ....... to my house, you must bring that book.
(A) come
(B) iscoming
(C) arecoming
(D)  will be coming

(10)  I... to remember your name but I'm afraid I can't remember it.
(A) try
(B) amtrying
(C)  will trying
(D) trying
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Conditionals
Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:
(1) If I win the lottery, | ....... buy you a very big car as a present.
(A) should
(B) will
(C) am
(D) would
2 ... | bought you a new car, would you be very happy?
(A)  When
(B) If
(C© As
(D) Otherwise
(3) If you ....... got that job, would you have been able to move to a new house?
(A) have
(B) had had
(C)  will have
(D) had
(4) | would want very much to move to a new house if I ....... that job.
(A) have
(B) having
(C) had
(D) had had
(5) Will you come to dinner with us if we ....... a babysitter for you?
(A)  had found
(B)  will find
(C) find
(D) found
(6) I will try very hard to come and have dinner at your house if I ....... able to.
(A) am
(B) was
(C) were
(D) had been
(7) Ifl... you, | should work very hard so that | could earn more money.
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Conditionals

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

(A) am

(B) were

(C) are

(D) was

(8) .S.(.J.(.J.r.]g/ou able to lend me some money if | promise you that you will get it back very
(A) Are

(B) Was

(C) Were

(D) Would

9) If you really want to be helpful, then you ....... to tell me the truth.
(A) have

(B) had

(C)  will have

(D) will

(10) Ifl... very hard, | would have been able to stop smoking.

(A) try

(B)  would have tried
(C) had tried
(D) tried
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We went on holiday

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

1)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

()
(A)
(B)
(€)
(D)

(3)
(A)
(B)
(9
(D)

(4)
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

()
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(6)
(A)
(B)
(®)
(D)

(7)

| expect you think I'm ....... because | don't understand that.
dumb

stupid

deaf

crazy

Q2 Does anyone honestly ....... what a politician says nowadays?
discover

think

believe

credit

I'm sure you're quite ....... but many people disagree with you.
write

right

all right

serious

Do you know where the President of America ....... ?

leaves

lives

live

inhabits

I've tried those tablets and they haven't done me any ........
benefit

good

better

best

I'm going ....... for a few days so don't send me any more work.
off

out

over

away

This summer we went ....... holiday to Greece.
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We went on holiday

Choose the most appropriate answer from (A), (B), (C) or (D) for each one of the following sentences:

(A) on

(B) off
(C) in
(D) by
(8) If you can't reach me at home, send me a.........
(A)  postscript
(B) email
(C) letter
(D) Drief
9) | believeitis ....... to hold a door open for a lady.
(A)  politic
(B) polite
(C) political
(D) politeness
(10)  Itis considered bad ....... to shout at someone.
(A)  habits
(B) ways
(C) manners
(D) custom
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INTRODUCTION

If you already speak some English and now would like to speak
more like a native, you’ve found the right book. One of the keys
to speaking like a native is the ability to use and understand casual
expressions, or idioms. American English is full of idioms. You
won’t learn these expressions in a standard textbook. But you will
hear them all the time in everyday conversations. You’ll aiso meet
them in books, newspapers, magazines, and TV shows. This book
will help you understand and use idioms better. It contains over 300
of today’s most common idioms.

Idioms add color to the language. Master idioms and your speech
will be less awkward, less foreign. You’ll also understand more of
what youread and hear. Often a student of English tries to translate
idioms word-for-word, or literally. If you do this, you can end up
asking, “What could this possibly mean?” This is why idioms are
difficult: they work as groups of words, not as individual words. If
you translate each word on its own, you’ll miss the meaning and
in many cases end up with nonsense.

As an example, let’s take one of the idioms presented in this book:
“out of this world.” This expression is often used to describe deli-
cious food. If you have a party and you serve a delicious chicken
dish, your American friend might tell you, “This chicken is out of
this world!” Start translating the expression word-for-word and
you’ll have to ask yourself: “What world is it in?”” and “Why is she
even commenting on the chicken being in a world, any world?”

Here’s another example. Let’s say you’re on a tennis team. Your
team has won every single game for the past six months. You could
tell your friend this without using an idiom: “Our team is lucky
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because we keep winning game after game.” You can also express
this with an idiom: “Our team is on a winning streak.” Sounds bet-
ter, doesn’t it?

When using idioms, remember that their word order and structure
are often not flexible. In other words, you will need to get the word
order exactly right. Here’s an example of what I mean. Recently,
I helped a student with his English homework. He then told me,
“You’ve got a golden heart.” He was trying to speak idiomatic Eng-
lish, but the correct expression is: “You’ve got a heart of gold.”

This book includes a CD of all of the dialogues. The CD will help
you with pronunciation and will also help you remember the idioms.
Play it at home, at work, in the car, while traveling...before you
know it, you’ll be speaking English like an American!

Try to “develop an ear” for idioms on your own. Don’t worry, I’'m
not suggesting you try to grow a third ear! “Develop an ear” is an
idiom — it means to learn to listen for something. If you don’t
know what an expression means, ask a native speaker of English.
Here’s what you can say to your helper: Excuse me, I ran across
this expression and I'm not sure what it means. Can you please
help me out?

Add idioms to your speech and writing just as you add vocabulary.
You may find it helpful to write all of the expressions in this book
down on notecards and review them whenever you have a free
moment.

Good luck adding idioms to your everyday speech. It’s fun, and
you’ll enjoy speaking English much more. Like an American!



MAIN CHARACTERS

The author would like to thank the Johnson family for graciously
agreeing to appear in this book.

The Johnson Family

Ted (son)
Bob (father)

Nicole (daughter)

Susan (mother)
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Lesson 1 |

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Bob, I hate to break the news, but our sales were down
again last month.

Down again, Peter?

Yeah. These days, everybody’s shopping at our compe-
tition, Honest Abe’s Furniture Store.

But everything in there costs an arm and a leg!
That’s true. They do charge top dollar.

And their salespeople are very strange They really give
me the creeps!

Well, they must be doing something right over there.
Meanwhile, we’re about to go belly-up.

I’m sorry to hear that. I thought my new advertising
campaign would save the day.

Let’s face it: your advertising campaign was a real flop. -
Well then I’ll go back to the drawing board.

It’s too late for that. You’re fired!

11
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Bob: What? You’re giving me the ax?

Peter: Yes. I've already found a new manager. She’s as sharp
as a tack.

Bob: Can’t we even talk this over? After all, I’ve been
working here for 10 years!

Peter: There’s no point in arguing, Bob. I’ve already made up
my mind.

Bob: Oh well, at least [ won’t have to put up with your non-
sense anymore! Good-bye to you and good-bye to this
dead-end job.

Peter: Please leave before I lose my temper!

a
5

Gl

IDIOMS - LESSON 1

about to — ready to; on the verge of

ExampLE 1: It’s a good thing Bob left the furniture store when he did.
Peter was so angry, he was about to throw a dining room chair at him.
ExampLE 2: I'm glad you’re finally home. I was just about to have dinner
without you.

after all - despite everything; when everything has been con-
sidered; the fact is
ExampLE 1: You’d better invite Ed to your party. After all, he’s a good friend.

ExampLE 2: It doesn’t matter what your boss thinks of you. After all,
you’re going to quit your job anyway.

at least — anyway; the good thing is that...

ExampLE 1: We’ve run out of coffee, but at least we still have tea.
ExampLE 2: Tracy can’t afford to buy a car, but at least she has a good
bicycle.

Norte: The second definition of this phrase is “no less than”: There were
at least 300 people waiting in line to buy concert tickets.

12
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(to) break the news — to make something known

ExaMmpLE 1: Samantha and Michael are getting married, but they haven’t
yet broken the news to their parents.

ExaMmpLE 2: You’d better break the news to your father carefully. After
all, you don’t want him to have a heart attack!

(to) cost an arm and a leg — to be very expensive

ExamrLE 1: A college education in America costs an arm and a leg.
ExampLE 2: All of the furniture at Honest Abe’s costs an arm and a leg!

dead-end job — a job that won’t lead to anything else

ExampLE 1: Diane realized that working as a cashier was a dead-end job.
ExampLE 2: Jim worked many dead-end jobs before finally deciding to
start his own business.

(let’s) face it — accept a difficult reality
p

ExamriE 1: Let’s face it, if Ted spent more time studying, he wouldn’t
be failing so many of his classes!

ExamrLE 2: Let’s face it, if you don’t have a college degree, it can be
difficult to find a high-paying job.

(to) give one the creeps — to create a feeling of disgust or horror

ExawmpLE 1: Ted’s friend Matt has seven earrings in each ear and an “I
Love Mom” tattoo on his arm. He really gives Nicole the creeps.
ExampLE 2: There was a strange man following me around the grocery
store. He was giving me the creeps!

(to) go back to the drawing board — to start a task over
because the last try failed; to start again from the beginning

ExampLE 1: Frank’s new business failed, so he had to go back to the
drawing board.

ExampLE 2: The president didn’t agree with our new ideas for the com-
pany, so we had to go back to the drawing board.

(to) go belly-up — to go bankrupt

ExampLE 1: Many people lost their jobs when Enron went belly-up.
ExampLE 2: My company lost $3 million last year. We might go belly-up.

(to) give someone the ax — to fire someone

ExampLE 1: Mary used to talk to her friends on the phone all day at work,
until one day her boss finally gave her the ax.
ExamreLE 2: Poor Paul! He was given the ax two days before Christmas.

13
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(to) lose one’s temper — to become very angry

ExampLE 1: Bob always leses his temper when his kids start talking on
the telephone during dinner.

ExampLE 2: When Ted handed in his essay two weeks late, his teacher
really lost her temper.

(to) make up one’s mind — to reach a decision; to decide

ExampLE 1: Stephanie couldn’t make up her mind whether to attend
Harvard or Stanford. Finally, she chose Stanford.

ExampLE 2: Do you want an omelette or fried eggs? You’ll need to make
up your mind quickly because the waitress is coming.

no point in — no reason to; it’s not worth (doing something)

ExampLE 1: There’s no point in worrying about things you can’t change.
Exampie 2: There’s no point in going on a picnic if it’s going to rain.

(to) put up with — to endure without complaint

ExampLE 1: For many years, Barbara put up with her husband’s an-
noying behavior. Finally, she decided to leave him.
ExampLE 2: I don't know how Len puts up with his mean boss every day.

real flop or flop — a failure

ExamrLE 1: The Broadway play closed after just 4 days — it was a real flop!
ExampLE 2: The company was in trouble after its new product flopped.

(to) save the day — to prevent a disaster or misfortune

ExampLE 1: The Christmas tree was on fire, but Ted threw water on it and
saved the day.

ExampLE 2: We forgot to buy champagne for our New Year’s party, but
Sonia brought some and really saved the day!

(as) sharp as a tack — very intelligent

ExampLE 1: Jay scored 100% on his science test. He’s as sharp as a tack.
ExampLE 2: Anna got a scholarship to Yale. She’s as sharp as a tack.

(to) talk over — to discuss

ExampLE 1: Dave and I spent hours talking over the details of the plan.
ExampLE 2: Before you make any big decisions, give me a call and we’ll
talk things over.

top dollar — the highest end of a price range; a lot of money

ExamrpLE 1: Nicole paid top dollar for a shirt at Banana Republic.
ExampLE 2: Wait until those jeans go on sale. Why pay top dollar?

14

44



2 PRACTICE THE IDIOMS
Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1) Ican’tbelieve you bought a couch at Honest Abe’s. Every-
thing in that store costs an arm and a

a) foot b) leg ¢) hand

2) After Bob found out that his advertising campaign failed, he
wanted to go back to the drawing

a) board b) table ¢) room
3) When somebody isn’t listening to you, there’s no in
trying to argue with them.
a) edge b) tip ¢) point

4) José is really smart. He’s as sharp as a

a) tack b) nail C) screw

5) The salespeople at Honest Abe’s always look angry and never

speak to anybody. No wonder they Bob the creeps.
a) take b) give c) allow
6) Bob got fired. He isn’t looking forward to the news to
his family.

a) breaking b) cracking c) saying

7) Bob thought his new advertisements would bring in lots of
customers and save the

a) morning b) night c) day

8) Fortunately, Bob no longer has to put with his stupid
boss at the furniture store.

a) over b) in c) up

ANSWERS TO LESSON 1, p. 160
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I got
canned
today!

(




, LEssoN 2

'BOD RET URNS HOHE Wﬂ'u
- DAD NEWS

b tells his wife Susan that he lost his job
san suggesz‘s that he start his own business.

Susan: What’s the matter, dear?

Bob:  Susan, I got canned today at work.

Susan: But Bob, you were Peter’s right-hand man!
Bob:  Yes, and he stabbed me in the back.

Susan: Keep your chin up. Maybe he’ll change his mind and
take you back.

Bob:  When pigs fly! Once he makes up his mind, he never
changes it. Besides, I told him off.

Susan: Look on the bright side: you won’t have to set eyes on
Peter ever again.

Bob:  Thank goodness for that!
Susan: Hang in there. I’'m sure you won’t be out of work for long.
Bob:  In the meantime, we’ll have to live from hand to mouth.

Susan: Don’t get too stressed out, Bob. We’ll make ends
meet.

17
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Bob: I can always get a job at McDonald’s as a last resort.
Susan: 1don’t think they’re hiring right now.

Bob: If worse comes to worst, we can sell our home and
move into a tent.

Susan: Let’s think big! Maybe you can start your own business.

Bob: Easier said than done!

IDIOMS — LESSON 2

(to) change one’s mind — to change one’s opinion or decision

ExamrLE 1: Brandon wasn’t going to take a vacation this year, but then he
changed his mind and went to Bora Bora for two weeks.

ExampLE 2: Why aren’t you applying to medical school this year? Did
you change your mind about becoming a doctor?

easier said than done — more difficult than you think

ExampLE 1: You want to climb Mount Everest? Easier said than done!
ExampLE 2: Moving into a new home is easier said than done.

(to) get canned [slang] — to lose one’s job; to get fired

ExampLE 1: After Chris got canned, it took him a year to find a new job.
ExampLE 2: Lisa is a lousy secretary. She deserves to get canned!

SyNoNYMS: to get sacked; to be given the ax

(to) hang in there — to persevere; to not give up

ExampLE 1: I know you’'re four games behind, but you can still win the
tennis match. Just hang in there!
ExampLE 2: Hang in there, Don! Your invention will soon be a success.

if worse comes to worst — in the worst case; if absolutely
necessary

ExampLE 1: Ted’s car isn’t running well. If worse comes to worst, he can
take the bus to school.

ExampLE 2: 1 know you’re running out of money. If worse comes to
worst, you can always sell some of your jewelry.
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(to) keep one’s chin up — to stay positive
Y p

ExampLE 1: Even when he was unemployed and homeless, Bill managed
to keep his chin up.
ExampLE 2: Keep your chin up! You’ll find your lost dog soon.

last resort — if there are no other alternatives left; the last
solution for getting out of a difficulty
ExampLE 1: David was locked out of his house. He knew that as a last

resort, he could always break a window.
ExampLE 2: 1 don’t like taking medicine. I’ll only take it as a last resort.

(to) live from hand to mouth — to barely have enough
money to survive
ExampLE 1: Jenny was earning $5 an hour working at the store. She was

really living from hand to mouth.
ExampLE 2: George is really poor. He lives from hand to mouth.

(to) look on the bright side — to be optimistic; to think
about the positive part or aspect of a situation

ExampiE 1: Leo was upset that his soccer game was canceled. His mother
said, “Look on the bright side, now you can stay home and watch TV.”
ExampLE 2: You lost your job? Look on the bright side, now you’ll
have more free time!

(to) make ends meet — to manage one’s money so as to have
enough to live on; to be okay financially
ExamrpLE 1: Kimberly wasn’t able to make ends meet so she had to ask

her parents to pay her rent.
ExampLE 2: If you can’t make ends meet, you’ll need to start spending less.

(to) make up one’s mind - see Lesson 1

out of work — unemployed; not working

ExamrLE 1: Gary was out of work for a year before finding a new job.
ExampLE 2: Bob is out of work. Do you know anybody who might want
to hire him?

right-hand man — the most helpful assistant or employee

ExampLE 1: Juan’s right-hand man helps him make all of his decisions.
ExampLE 2: When Jack Thompson retired as president of his company,
his right-hand man took over.
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(to) set eyes on — to look at; to see for the first time

ExampLE 1: Ted was in love from the moment he set eyes on Amber.
ExampLE 2: Susan knew from the moment she set eyes on Ted’s friend
Lucas that he would be trouble.

(to) stab someone in the back — to betray someone

ExampLE 1: Jill and Heather were friends, until Heather stabbed Jill in
the back by stealing her boyfriend.

ExamrLE 2: You’re firing me after all I've done for this company? You're
really stabbing me in the back!

(to be) stressed out — under severe strain; very anxious

ExampLE 1: Al is so stressed out about his job that he can’t sleep at night.
ExampLE 2: You’ve been so stressed out lately. You really need to take a
long vacation!

(to) tell off — to scold; to tell someone in strong words what
one really thinks

ExawmpLE 1: When Ted showed up for chemistry class a half an hour late,
his teacher really told him off.

ExampLE 2: Patty is going to tell off the plumber because the pipes he
said he fixed are still leaking.

thank goodness — I'm grateful; I’m relieved

ExawmpLE 1: When Ted came home at 4 a.m. last Sunday, his mother said,
“Thank goodness you're home! I was so worried about you.”

ExampLE 2: Thank goodness you didn’t go to California on Monday. It
rained there every day this week.

(to) think big — to set high goals

ExampLE 1: Why run for Governor of New York? Think big: run for
President of the United States!

ExampLE 2: Ken and Sandra hope to sell their house for $3 million dol-
lars. They always think big.

What’s the matter? — What’s the problem?

ExampLE 1: What’s the matter, Bob? You don’t look very happy.
ExawmpLE 2: Oscar looks very pale. What’s the matter with him?

When pigs fly! [slang] — never

Examere 1: Will Ted teach Nicole how to play the guitar? When pigs fly!
ExampLE 2: Sure, I'll give you my new laptop. When pigs fly!
Synonyms: when hell freezes over; never in a million years
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. PRACTICE THE IDIOMS

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

What’s the ? You look upset.
a) situation b) issue c) matter

I know I can trust you. You would never stab me in the

a) leg b) back ¢) arm

If Bob and Susan run out of money, they can always borrow
money from Susan’s sister as a resort.

a) final b) first c) last

You look really stressed . Why don’t you sit down,
relax, and have a cup of tea?

a) about b) in ¢) out

Bob, everything will be fine. You just need to keep your chin
and remember that tomorrow is another day.

a) up b) down c) above
I just can’t make up my whether to order chicken or fish.
a) head b) brain ¢) mind

Nicole accidentally stepped on Ted’s guitar. Ted got really
angry and told her .

a) off b) out c) away

Your husband left you for his psychologist? Hang there!
I’'m sure he’ll realize she’s crazy and then come back to you:

a) up b) in c) out
ANSWERS TO LESSON 2, p. 160
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Ted's chemistry class is way over his head.
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Susan:

Ted:

Susan:

Bob:

Ted:

Susan:

Ted:

Bob:

Susan:

Bob:

How was your day at school today, Ted?

Bad. I had a chemistry test, and [ blew it!
Maybe if you didn’t cut class so often, you’d do better.

That’s right, son. Stop slacking off and start hitting the
books!

But I can’t stand chemistry class. Besides, it’s a lost
cause. That class is way over my head.

You need to buckle down.

When I’'m a famous musician, people won’t give a hoot
about my knowledge of atoms and molecules.

That’s beside the point.

We know you have your heart set on going to New
York University.

And you don’t stand a chance of getting in there with
such poor grades!
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IDIOMS - LESSON 3

beside the point — not relevant; not important

ExampLE 1: Whether or not I asked the waiter to bring us water is beside
the point. Waiters should always bring water to the table.

ExampLE 2: The reason you’re late is beside the point. The fact is, your
dinner is now cold.

(to) blow something — to spoil or botch something

ExampLE 1: Brenda blew the interview and didn’t get the job offer.
ExampLE 2: Randy managed to get a date with the most popular girl in his
class. Now I hope he doesn’t blow it!

(to) buckle down — to start working seriously

ExampLE 1: If Don buckles down now, he might be able to graduate from
high school this year.

ExampLE 2: Team, if we want to win this tournament, we’re going to need
to buckle down!

can’t stand — to hate

ExampLE 1: Bob can’t stand burcaucrats, so he’d never do well working
at a large corporation.
ExampLE 2: Nicole can’t stand broccoli. She simply refuses to eat it.

(to) cut class — to miss class without an excuse

ExampLE 1: Ted often cuts class to spend more time with his girlfriend.
ExampLE 2: If you keep cutting French class, you’re going to fail it.

Get real! — be serious or realistic about what’s going on

ExampLE 1: You think you won’t get a speeding ticket when you drive 85
miles per hour? Get real!
ExampLE 2: You think you’re going to win $1 million in the lottery? Get real!

(to) have one’s heart set on — to really want something

ExaMPLE 1: Nicole has her heart set on going to New York this weekend.
ExampLE 2: Did you really have your heart set on going to Harvard?

(to) hit the books — to start studying

ExampLE 1: Ted partied all weekend. Finally, on Sunday night, he decided
it was time to hit the books.
ExawmpLE 2: Hit the books! I know you have a test tomorrow.
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lost cause — something hopeless

ExampLE 1: Cindy spent five years studying Russian. Finally, she realized
it was a lost cause. She would never leamn it.

ExampLE 2: Jack needs to stop drinking so much coffee, but he’s so ad-
dicted to caffeine that it’s a lost cause.

(to) not give a hoot — to not care about

ExampLE 1: Tom likes to walk around town in his pajamas — he doesn’t
give a hoot what people think.

ExaMpLE 2: Stephanie doesn’t give a hoot if she’s the only one wearing a
green dress to the high school prom.

SyNoNYMS: to not give a damn; to not give a darn

over one’s head — beyond one’s understanding

ExampLE 1: The professor was speaking over our heads. None of us
could understand him.

ExampLE 2: The article on cloning was written for scientists. It was over
my head.

(to) slack off — to waste time

ExampLE 1: Amanda doesn’t get much done at the office. She’s too busy
slacking off.
ExampLE 2: I’d better stop slacking off. My essay is due in two hours.

Norte: People who slack off all the time are called “slackers.”

(to) stand a chance — to have the possibility of success

ExampLE 1: Although the American figure skaters were good, they didn’t
stand a chance of winning a gold medal at the Olympics.

ExampLE 2: Wilton High School has the best soccer team in the state. I’'m
afraid we don’t stand a chance against them!

™ PracriICE THE IDIOMS

Choose the most appropriate reply to the following statements:

1) Bob: “Susan, I can’t get my old job back. It’s a lost cause.”
Susan’s reply:
a) “Lost? Maybe I can help you find it.”
b) “Yes, [ know it’s not a good cause.”
c¢) “I understand. You’ll find something else.”
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2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

7)

8)

Susan: “How could Peter fire you? Were you slacking off?”
Bob s reply:

a) “No. I was working very hard!”

b) “No. I talked on the phone to friends all day.”

¢) “Yes. I was working very hard!”

Ted: “It’s getting late. I'd better start hitting the books.”
Bob s reply:
a) “Yes, that’s a good idea. Spend some time studying.’
b) “Hit the books? Why don’t you read them instead?”
¢) “Why don’t you study instead?”

b

Peter: “I don’t give a hoot how long you’ve been working here.”
Bob's reply:
a) “I wouldn’t give you a hoot either.”
b) “I guess our years together aren’t important to you.’
c) “Yes, it was a long time.”

b

Bob: “Susan, the truth is that I couldn’t stand Peter.”
Susan’s reply:

a) “I know. Peter really liked you too.”

b) “I liked him too. He was a nice guy.”

¢) “I didn’t like him either. He was a jerk.”

Susan: “Nicole, do you ever cut class?”

Nicoles reply:
a) “No. I’ve never missed a single class.”
b) “Yes. I had to leave my math class early yesterday.”
¢) “No. Sometimes I go to the mall during class time.”

Bob: “This book on computers is way over my head.”
Susan’s reply:
a) “Over your head? It should be in front of your face!”
b) “Why don’t you start with an easier book?”
¢) “Here, try this book. It’s more difficult.”

Nicole: “I"ve got my heart set on going to the school picnic.”
Susan's reply:

a) “Okay. You should definitely go.”

b) “Really? Why don’t you want to go?”

¢) “I understand. Picnics can be boring.”

ANSWERS TO LESSON 3, p. 160
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LEssoN 4
_ NICOLE’S DAY AT SCHOOL
zcole telZs her mother Susan about her suc-

ssful presentation at school. Her brother Ted
yverhears and interrupts the conversation.

Susan: How was your day at school today, Nicole?

Nicole: 1t was great, Mom. I gave a presentation on Hillary
Clinton in government class. Afterwards, my teacher
paid me a compliment.

Susan: What did she say?

Nicole: She said my presentation was head and shoulders
above the others.

Susan: 'Way to go!

Nicole: She also said I should go into politics, just like Hillary.
Ted: You’re so gung ho about school. It drives me crazy.
Nicole: Ted, don’t butt in! You’re just jealous.

Ted: Right. You hit the nail on the head. I'm green with envy.

Nicole: Would you just shut up? You’re on thin ice with me
right now.

Ted: Oh no! Look at me. I’m shaking in my shoes!
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IDIOMS - LESSON 4

(to) butt in [slang] — to interrupt; to interfere

ExampLE 1: Nancyis always butting in to other people’s business.
ExampLE 2: Sara is really rude. She always butts in to other people’s
conversations.

(to) drive one crazy — to annoy someone very much

ExampLE 1: Don’t ask Mrs. Smith how old she is. It drives her crazy.
ExampLE 2: Please stop chewing gum so loudly. It’s driving me crazy!
SynonyMs: to drive one nuts; to drive one up the wall

(to) go into — to enter a profession

ExampLE 1: Lisa enjoys arguing with people, so she decided to go into law.
ExampLE 2: Do you like solving people’s problems? If so, you should
consider going into psychology.

Note: “Go into” has several other meanings, including:
1. Enter. Go into the house and get a pen.
2. Enter another emotional state. Sally went into hysterics.
3. Discuss details. [ don’t have time now to go into the whole story.

green with envy — desiring another’s advantages or things

ExampiLE 1: When Daniel got promoted to vice president of the bank, his
colleagues were green with envy.
ExampLE 2: You won the lottery? I’'m green with envy!

gung ho — very enthusiastic; very excited (about something)

ExamrpLE 1: Heather is really gung ho about her new job.
ExampLE 2: Sharon really loves college. She’s very gung ho.

Norte: If the expression “gung ho” doesn’t sound like English to you,
there’s a reason. It comes from a Mandarin Chinese phrase meaning
“working together.” A US Marine Corps commander in China adopted
this expression as the motto for his battalion during World War 2 and
from there it sailed over to the United States and came into common use.

head and shoulders above — far superior to

ExampLE 1: The Boston Symphony Orchestra is head and shoulders
above any other orchestra in the area.

ExampLE 2: 1 can’t believe you only won second prize in the competition.
You were head and shoulders above the first-prize winner!
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(to) hit the nail on the head — to be right

ExampLE 1: Dawn hit the nail on the head when she said that Tiffany is
jealous of Amber.

ExampLE 2: Steve hit the nail on the head with his idea of moving his
company’s manufacturing facility to China.

(to be) on thin ice (with someone) — to be in a dangerous
position; to be temporarily on somebody’s bad side

ExampLE 1: Joey was on thin ice with his mom after he spent his lunch
money on candy bars.

ExampLE 2: Bill was on thin ice with his girlfriend after she saw him at
the movie theater with another girl.

Norte: There is also the variation “to skate on thin ice.” Joey knew he
was skating on thin ice when he bought candy with his lunch money.

(to) pay (someone) a compliment — to give someone a com-
pliment; to offer someone an admiring comment

ExampLE 1: Professor Russo paid Jennifer a compliment. He said she
had a beautiful smile.

ExampLE 2: Isn’t it wonderful to pay someone a compliment? [t makes
them feel good, and it doesn’t cost you anything!

(to) shake in one’s shoes — to tremble with fear; to be afraid

ExampLE 1: Brianna is scared of her French teacher, Monsieur Le Mon-
stre. Whenever he speaks to her, Brianna starts shaking in her shoes.
ExampLE 2: During the storm, Billy was hiding under his kitchen table
and was really shaking in his shoes.

shut up

1) be quiet, stop speaking

ExampLE: The professor talked for hours. I thought he’d never shut up.
2) Stop speaking!

ExampLE: Nicole kept telling Ted to turn down his stereo. Finally, he got
angry and said, “Shut up!”

1%

Note: Remember that telling somebody to “shut up!” is rude. It’s better

to say “Be quiet!” or more politely, “Please be quiet!”

Way to go! — Good work!

ExampLE 1: You won $2,000 in the poetry writing contest? Way to go!
ExampLE 2: That was an interesting article you wrote. Way to go!
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. PrRACTICE THE Ip1OMS

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

Nicole is in a good mood because her teacher her a
compliment.

a) told b) paid ¢) provided
Nicole’s teacher told her she was and shoulders above
her classmates.

a) elbow b) neck ¢) head
When my friend Chad told me he’d just won the lottery, I
was with envy.

a) blue b) green ¢) red
When you do something well, your boss might tell you,
chay !5’

a) to come b) to go c) toact
When the robbers entered my house, I was in the kitchen
shaking in my )

a) slippers b) pajamas c) shoes
If somebody is bothering you, you can tell them they’re driv-
ing you

a) crazy b) angry ¢) unhappy
If you like power, you might consider going politics.

a) above b) towards ¢) into
“You’ve been yelling and screaming for the past two hours.
Could you just shut already?”

a) up b) in ¢) off
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& Bonus PrACTICE

Choose the best substitute for the phrase or sentence in bold:

1)

2)

When her friend Anna got into Yale, Nicole was green with
envy.

a) sick

b) happy for her

c) very jealous

Bob and Susan are really gung ho about the TV show
Survivor. They watch it every Thursday night.

a) enthusiastic

b) concerned

c) angry

3) Shut up! I can’t take any more of your screaming.

4

5)

6)

a) Talk louder!
b) Be quiet!
c) Getout!

You got a scholarship to attend Harvard? Way to go!
a) Too bad!

b) Good work!

c) Oh well!

Please don’t butt in! We weren’t talking to you.
a) look at us

b) disagree with us

¢) interrupt our conversation

These cookies aren’t very good. I think you hit the nail on
the head when you said I should add more sugar next time.
a) were wrong

b) were right

c) were confused

ANSWERS TO LESSON 4, p. 160
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Ted:

Susan:

Ted:

Susan:

Ted:

Susan:

Ted:

Susan:

Ted:

Susan:

Ted:

LEsson 5 e

o8 o Fon 1z oA

es ta go vzszt his girlfriend Amber. Ted s
7 usan saysrshe doesn't really like Amber.
hes kzm a good tzme anyway

See you later, Mom!

Where are you going, Ted?

I told Amber I’d drop by.
What are you two going to do?

Maybe go to the movies or to a party. Our plans are still
up in the air.

Why don’t you invite her over here?

I don’t want to hang around here. Dad is really down
in the dumps.

Is Amber the girl with the nose ring and the purple hair?
Yeah. I’'m crazy about her!

Don’t take this the wrong way, but she’s not exactly
my cup of tea.

Take it easy, Mom. We’re not about to get married.
We just enjoy hanging out together.
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Susan: 1 guess there’s no accounting for taste. Have a good time.
Ted: Don’t worry. We’ll have a blast!

Susan: (under her breath) That’s what I’m afraid of?

<l
»

A

IDIOMS - LESSON 5

about to — see Lesson 1

(to be) crazy about — to like very much

ExampLE 1: Amy is so crazy about golf, she’d like to play every day.
ExampLE 2: I’'m sure Katie will agree to go out on a date with Sam. She’s
crazy about him!

cup of tea — the type of person or thing that one generally likes

ExampLE 1: Hockey isn’t Alan’s cup of tea. He prefers soccer.
ExampLE 2: 1 know Joy is nice, but she’s simply not my cup of tea.

Note: This expression is almost always used in the negative. She’s not
my cup of tea.

(to be) down in the dumps — to feel sad; to be depressed

ExampLE 1: It’s not surprising that Lisa is down in the dumps. Paws, the
cat she had for 20 years, just died.
ExampLE 2: It’s easy to feel down in the dumps when it’s raining outside.

(to) drop by — to pay a short, often unannounced visit

ExamrLE 1: If we have time before the movie, let’s drop by Bill’s house.
ExamprE 2: “Hi, I was in the neighborhood so I thought I’d drop by!”

(to) hang around — to spend time idly; to linger

ExampLE 1: We had to hang around the airport for an extra six hours
because our flight was delayed.

ExampLE 2: Nina’s boyfriend Boris is coming over soon. She hopes her
parents aren’t planning on hanging around the house.

(to) hang out - to spend time (often doing nothing)

ExampLE 1: Ted spent all of last summer hanging out by his friend’s pool.
ExampLE 2: Kathy and her friends like to hang out at the mall.

Note: “Hang out with” means to keep company with someone.
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(to) have a blast [slang] — to enjoy oneself very much

ExampLE 1: Last summer, Nicole had a blast backpacking through
Europe with some friends.

ExampLE 2: Heather spent her spring break in Fort Lauderdale with mil-
lions of other college students. She had a blast!

(to) have a good time — to enjoy oneself

ExampLE 1: Marcy and José had a good time salsa dancing at Babalu, a
nightclub in Manhattan.
ExampLE 2: Nora and Jake had a good time on their honeymoon in Maui.

take it easy — relax; don’t worry

ExampLE 1: You lost your keys? Take it easy, I’'m sure you’ll find them.
ExampLE 2: Stop yelling and take it easy. [’'m sure there’s a good expla-
nation for why Joe borrowed your car without asking first.

(to) take something the wrong way — to take offense

ExampLE 1: Don’t take this the wrong way, but I liked your hair better
before you got it cut.

ExampLE 2: Jessica is offended. I guess she took it the wrong way when
I told her she should exercise more.

Norte: This expression is often used in the negative form: “Don’t take this
the wrong way, but...”

there’s no accounting for taste — it’s impossible to explain
individual likes and dislikes

ExampLE 1: Ted likes to put sugar on his spaghetti. I guess there’s no
accounting for taste.

ExampLE 2: Tiffany has a tattoo of a squirrel on her leg. There’s no
accounting for taste.

under one’s breath — quietly; in a whisper

ExampLE 1: “Amber is strange,” muttered Nicole under her breath,
as Ted was leaving the room.

ExampLE 2: Mike agreed to take out the garbage, saying under his
breath, “I always do the dirty work around here.”

(to be) up in the air — not yet determined; uncertain

ExampLE 1: It might rain later, so our plans for the picnic are up in the air.
ExampLE 2: Our trip to Russia is up in the air. We aren’t sure we’ll get
our visas in time.
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X PrAcTICE THE IDIOMS

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1) Bob was fired. It’s not surprising that he’s down the
dumps.
a) at b) in c) with
2) Ted thinks Amber is wonderful. He’s just crazy her.
a) about b) around ¢) into
3) “Don’t this the wrong way, but I really don’t like your
girlfriend,” said Susan to Ted.
a) understand  b) put c) take
4) Ted likes to hang with Amber. She’s fun to be with.
a) on b) out ¢) in
5) Ted decided to go over to Amber’s house. He’d promised her
he’d drop .
a) by b) around C) near
6) Bob and Susan don’t know where they’ll go on vacation.
Their travel plans are still up the air.
a) around b) in c) above
7) Judy muttered something nasty her breath, but I
couldn’t quite hear it.
a) about b) under c) below
8) Why are you hanging the house on such a beautiful
day? You should be outside enjoying the weather.
a) inside b) from ¢) around
ANSWERS TO LESSON 5, p. 160
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Review for Leggonsg 1-6

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1)

2)

3)

4)

S)

6)

7

After copying from his friend’s paper during the test, Ted was
on ice with his chemistry teacher.

a) thick b) thin c¢) dangerous
Ted’s teacher hit the on the head. Ted should spend less
time playing guitar and more time studying.

a) tack b) nail C) screw
I’m not really crazy about my friend’s husband. He talks too

much, and he never listens to what anybody else is saying.
He’s just not my cup of :

a) coffee b) cocoa c) tea

If Ted has his set on going to New York University, he’s
going to have to buckle down and start studying more.

a) life b) brain ¢) heart
It’s not surprising that Nicole gets such good grades. She’s as
as a tack.
a) smart b) sharp c) clever

When Peter his temper, it’s very scary. He throws fur-
niture everywhere.

a) loses b) finds C) opens
After Jane started hitting the , her grades started im-
proving immediately.

a) work b) books c¢) teachers
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8) Nicole said something her breath, but I couldn’t hear it.
When I asked her to repeat it, she refused.

a) on b) about c) under

9) Will Ted ever be the best student in his class? Sure, when

__fiy!
a) sheep b) goats c) pigs
10) A positive attitude leads to success. When things get dif-
ficult, it’s important to keep your up.
a) chin b) neck ¢) head
11) Bob was all stressed because the traffic was making

him late for a doctor’s appointment.

a) over b) out c) up

12) Frank knew that the judge had already decided he was
guilty. There was no point arguing with him.

a) in b) around ¢) about

13) Some people think Nicole and Susan are sisters. That really
Nicole crazy!

a) does b) causes ¢) drives

14) Ted has been slacking since the first day of high school,
so it’s not surprising that he’s doing so poorly.

a) around b) off c¢) about

15) During the Depression in the 1930’s, many families in
America were living from hand to

a) arm b) mouth ¢) hand
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CROSSWORD PUZZ1LE

Across
2. “What’s the 7 Sue asked Bob. “You look very unhappy.”
3. Sue doesn’t want Bob to be sad. She wants him to keep his up.

4. Bob’s boss doesn’t want Bob back. He’s already made up his .

6. After failing his chemistry class once, Ted is taking it again. “Don’t
____ it this time!” said his father.

7. Bob doesn’t like the people at Honest Abe’s Furniture Store. They
givehimthe .

8. Ted’s father wants him to study more. He tells Ted to hit the .

9. You got an “A” in every subject? That’s very impressive! You must
be as sharpasa .

Down

1. Bobwas . Now he needs to find a new job.

3. Nicole’s teacher was pleased with her and paid hera .

5. Ted’s fancy new CD player costanarmanda .

7. Ted is doing poorly in chemistry because he class so often.

8. I wouldn’t trust Lisa. She has a long history of stabbing her friends
in the

ANSWERS TO REVIEW, p. 161
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L'EssoN 6 |

USAN STAYS HOME AND
~ BAKES COOKIES

an ,.deczdes ta cheer up her husband, Bob
,h@mem cookies. Nicole suggests
art a .caokze busmess ‘

Susan: Bob, I baked cookies for you.

Bob:  That was so nice of you, dear. You’ve got a heart of gold!
Susan: Go ahead and pig out!

Bob:  These are delicious!

Susan: 1 thought they might cheer you up. You’ve been in a
bad mood lately.

Bob: I guessIhave been a little on edge. But these cookies
are just what the doctor ordered!

Nicole: Do I smell cookies?
Susan: Yes, Nicole. Help yourself.

Nicole: Yum-yum.* These are out of this world. You could go
into business selling these!

Bob:  You could call them Susan’s Scrumptious Cookies.
You’d make a bundle.

Susan: Good thinking!
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Nicole: Don’t forget to give me credit for the idea after you’re

rich and famous!

Susan: You know [ always give credit where credit is due!

* Yum-yum: this is said when something is delicious. You can also say “mmm,

mmm” or “mmm-mmm, good.”

=

\

IDIOMS - LESSON 6

(to) cheer someone up — to make someone happy

ExampLE 1: Susan called her friend in the hospital to cheer her up.

what to do to cheer him up.
Note: You can tell somebody to “Cheer up!” if they are feeling sad.

ExampLE 2: My father has been depressed for weeks now. I don’t know

tribution; to recognize a positive trait in someone

ExampLE 1: The scientist gave his assistant credit for the discovery.
ExampLE 2: 1 can’t believe you asked your boss for a raise when your
company is doing so poorly. [ must give you credit for your courage!

(to) give (someone) credit — to acknowledge someone’s con-

(to) give credit where credit is due — to give thanks or ac-
knowledgement to the person who deserves it

ExampLE: | will be sure to thank you when I give my speech. I always
give credit where credit is due.

(to) go into business — to start a business

ExamrLE 1: Jeff decided to go into business selling baseball cards.
ExampLE 2: Eva went into business selling her homemade muffins.

good thinking — good idea; smart planning

ExaMpLE 2: You reserved our movie tickets over the Internet? Good
thinking!

ExampLE 1: I’'m glad you brought an umbrella -— that was good thinking!

(to) have a heart of gold — to be very kind and giving

ExampLE 1: Alexander has a heart of gold and always thinks of others
before himself.

ExampLE 2: You adopted five children from a Romanian orphanage?
You’ve got a heart of gold!
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Help yourself — serve yourself

ExampLE 1: “Help yourselves to cookies and coffee,” said Maria before
the meeting started.

ExamrLE 2: You don’t need to wait for me to offer you something. Please
just help yourself to whatever you want.

Note: Pay attention to the reflexive form: Help yourself in singular, help
yourselves in plural,

(to be) in a bad mood — unhappy; depressed; irritable

ExaMpLE 1: After her boyfriend broke up with her, Nicole was in a bad
mood for several days.
ExamreLE 2: I don’t like to see you in a bad mood. How can I cheer you up?

just what the doctor ordered — exactly what was needed

ExampLE 1: Martin wanted a hot drink after spending the day skiing. A
cup of hot cocoa was just what the doctor ordered.

ExampLE 2: Our trip to Florida was so relaxing. It was just what the
doctor ordered!

(to) make a bundle — to make a lot of money

ExampLE 1: Bob’s friend Charles made a bundle in the stock market and
retired at age 45.

ExampLE 2: Sara made a bundle selling her old fur coats on eBay, a
website where you can buy and sell used things.

(to be) on edge — nervous; irritable

ExampLE 1: Whenever Susan feels on edge, she takes several deep
breaths and starts to feel more relaxed.
ExampLE 2: Ever since his car accident, Neil has felt on edge.

out of this world — delicious

ExaMPLE 1: Mrs. Field’s oatmeal raisin cookies are out of this world!
ExampLE 2: Mmmm, [ love your chicken soup. It’s out of this world!

(to) pig out [slang] — to eat greedily; to stuff oneself

ExampiE 1: Ted pigged out on hot dogs and hamburgers at the barbeque
and then got a stomachache.

ExampLE 2: “Nicole, stop pigging out on cookies or you’ll never be able -
to eat your dinner!”

Note: Pay attention to the preposition “on” after the verb “to pig out.”
One can pig out on hotdogs, pig out on candy, pig out on ice cream.
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. PracTICE THE IDIOMS

Choose the best substitute for the phrase or sentence in bold:

1) Thanks for baking cookies for me. You’ve got a heart of

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

gold.

a) You’re a very nice person.

b) You’re a reliable person.

¢) You’re very generous with your money.

I baked these cookies for you. Why don’t you pig out?
a) Please take just one cookie.

b) Take as many cookies as you like.

¢) Why don’t you ever eat my cookies?

I know you’ll like my cookies since you’ve got a sweet
tooth.

a) your teeth are hurting

b) you don’t like sweet things

¢) you like sweet things

You should go into business selling cookies.

a) You should go to the store and buy some cookies.
b) You should try to get a job baking cookies.

¢) You should start a company that sells cookies.

I baked these cookies. Help yourself!
a) Let me get you one!

b) Take some!

¢) You need to get some help!

If you went into business selling these delicious cookies,
you’d make a bundle.

a) you’d make many cookies

b) you’d make a lot of money

¢) you’d make a few dollars
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7) Good thinking!
a) That’s a good idea!
b) It’s good that you’re thinking!
¢) Keep thinking good thoughts!

8) I was thirsty. This iced tea is just what the doctor
ordered.
a) exactly what I needed
b) very healthy for me
¢) exactly what my doctor recommended

ANSWERS TO LESSON 6, p. 161
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Are you
Prepared to work
like a dog?

NO, I'm going
to hire you to
work like a dog!
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LEsSsoN 7 N

SAN HIRES BOD TO

UN HER BUSINESS

ays up all night thinking about her
ness. In the morning, she discusses it

b. Babagrees to work for her. |

Bob:  You’re up bright and early this morning, Susan.

Susan: 1didn’t sleep a wink. I was awake all night thinking
about the new business.

Bob:  Running your own business is lots of work. Are you
prepared to work like a dog?

Susan: No. But I am prepared to hire you to run the business.
Bob:  You want me to run a cookie business? Fat chance!
Susan: Why not?

Bob:  1don’t have a clue about making cookies. I don’t even
know how to turn the oven on!

Susan: T’ll give you a crash course.
Bob: Do I have to do the baking?

Susan: No. You’ll just manage the business side.
47
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Bob:  Needless to say, I have mixed feelings about working
for you.

Susan: T’ll be nice. I promise you’ll be a happy camper.

Bob:  Okay. Let’s give it a shot, boss!

»
‘ IDIOMS — LESSON 7

bright and early — early in the morning

ExampLE 1: Our flight to Berlin leaves at 7:00 a.m, tomorrow, so we’ll
have to get up bright and early.

ExamrpLE 2: We have lots of cookies to bake so we’ll have to start bright
and early tomorrow.

SyNoNyYM: at the crack of dawn

crash course — short and intensive instruction

ExaMmpLE 1: Yesterday, Joan’s son sat down with her for a couple of hours
and gave her a crash course on using the Internet.

ExampLE 2: Rachel had a date on Friday night with an auto mechanic. He
gave her a crash course on changing her oil.

Fat chance! — definitely not

ExampLE 1: The boys at school are always laughing at Dana. Will she be
invited to the school dance? Fat chance!

ExAMPLE 2: You want to borrow my new car and drive it across the coun-
try? Fat chance!

SynoNyMs: never in a million years; no way!

(to) give it a shot — to try something

ExameLE 1: I’ve never tried to make wine in my bathtub before, but per-
haps Il give it a shot.
ExampLE 2: You can’t open that jar? Let me give it a shot.

SYNONYMS: to give it a try; to try one’s hand at something

Note: “To give it one’s best shot” means to try as hard as one can. [ know
you’re nervous about the interview — just give it your best shot.
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happy camper [slang] — a happy person; a satisfied participant

ExampLE 1: When Linda’s passport was stolen in Florence, she was not a

happy camper.
ExaMPLE 2: Steve is taking five difficult courses this semester. He’s not a

happy camper!
Note: This expression is usually used in the negative (not a happy camper).

(to have) mixed feelings — to feel positive about one aspect
of something and negative about another

ExampLE 1: When our houseguests decided to stay for another week, I
had mixed feelings. On the one hand, I enjoyed hanging out with them.
On the other hand, I was tired of cooking for them.

ExameLE 2: I have mixed feelings about the president of our company.
He’s good with the clients, but he’s nasty to his employees.

needless to say — obviously

ExaMpLE 1: You’ve got a test tomorrow morning. Needless to say, you
can’t stay out late tonight.

ExampiE 2: Needless to say, you shouldn’t have waited until Christmas
Eve to do your shopping. The stores are going to be very crowded!

SyNoNYM: it goes without saying. Example: You’ve got a test tomorrow,
so it goes without saying that you can’t stay out late tonight.

(to) not have a clue — to know nothing about

ExampLE 1: Bob talks about working at McDonald’s, but the truth is he
doesn’t have a clue about making hamburgers.

ExampLE 2: “Do you know how to fix a broken printer?” — “No, I don’t
have a clue!”

(to) not sleep a wink — to be awake all night

ExampLE 1: Ted was so nervous about his chemistry test that he didn’t
sleep a wink the night before.

ExampLE 2: It’s not surprising that Jill didn’t sleep a wink last night.
She drank a large cup of coffee before going to bed.

(to) work like a dog — to work very hard

ExamrpiE 1: Larry became an investment banker after college, and now
he works like a dog.
ExampLe 2: Al worked like a dog on his term paper and got an “A+” on it.

SyNonyMs: to work one’s tail off;, to work like a horse; to work one’s
fingers to the bone
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™. PrACTICE THE IDIOMS

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Bob was surprised to see his wife up and early in the
morning.
a) light b) bright c¢) ready
Last week I worked 80 hours. I really worked like a .
a) dog b) cat ¢) squirrel
Bob had never baked anything before in his life. He didn’t
even have a about how to turn the oven on.
a) hint : b) suggestion  c) clue
If you need to learn something quickly, you’d better take a
course.

a) crash b) fast c) beginner’s
Bob wasn’t sure he wanted to work for his wife. He had
feelings.
a) nervous b) mixed c) confused
Jennifer’s boss is lousy and her salary is low. She’s not a
happy .
a) scout b) tourist c) camper
Bob decided to work for Susan. He figured he’d give it a .
a) shot b) pop ¢) choice
Nicole was up all night finishing her Spanish homework. She
didn’tsleepa .
a) drink b) blink ¢) wink
ANSWERS TO LESSON 7, p. 161
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' Lusson 8 3 |
ED FORMS A ROCK BAND

lans to become a successful musician.
he needs Susan to loan him money for a
 guitar. Susan suggests that Ted bake cook-
earn the money.

Susan: You're in good spirits today, Ted.

Ted: I’ve got great news, Mom.

Susan: What is it?

Ted: Amber and I are going to start a rock band!
Susan: Good for you!

Ted: Mom, I'm not going to beat around the bush. I need to
borrow $1,000 for a new guitar.

Susan: Ted, your father and I can’t shell out that much. We
aren’t made of money.

Ted:  You’re not? I thought you were millionaires, like Don-
ald and Ivana Trump!*

Susan: Ha ha. This is no time to be a wise guy!
Ted: I promise I’ll pay you back.
Susan: How?
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Ted: We’re going to take the music world by storm and
make lots of money.

Susan: That sounds like a pipe dream. Aren’t high school rock
bands a dime a dozen?

Ted: Yeah, but we’re different. With my guitar playing and
Amber’s beautiful voice, we’re sure to make a splash!

Susan: Well, we’re going through hard times. You’re going to
have to work for that $1,000.

Ted: How?
Susan: You can bake cookies.

Ted: I bet Mrs. Clapton never made Eric** bake cookies, but
I guess those are the breaks.

* Donald Trump is a famous American millionaire who made his money in
real estate. Ivana is his ex-wife.

** Eric Clapton is a very popular guitarist.

éal

“ IDIOMS — LESSON 8

(to) beat around the bush — to talk around the subject; to
avoid getting to the point
ExampLE 1: Kara beat around the bush for an hour, then finally told us

she needed a ride to Kennedy Airport.
ExawmpLE 2: If you want something, tell me. Don’t beat around the bush!

dime a dozen — so plentiful as to be nothing special; common

ExampLE 1: Reality TV shows are a dime a dozen these days.
ExampLE 2: There are so many Starbucks coffee shops in Manhattan,
they’re a dime a dozen.

Note: This expression comes from the fact that a “dime” is worth only
ten cents (very little value).
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Good for you! — Good job! Well done!

ExaMeLE 1: You won $100,000 on the TV game show Jeopardy? Good

for you!
ExaMpLE 2: You passed your math test? Good for you!

hard times — a time of difficulty

ExampLE 1: Since his wife left him for her dentist, Dan has been going

through hard times.
ExampLE 2: Nancy’s family is going through hard times. Her father just

lost his job.

(to be) in good spirits — happy; in a good mood

ExaMmpLE 1: After she won the tennis tournament, Elizabeth was in good
spirits.

ExaMpLE 2: Sam was in good spirits after receiving his Christmas bonus.

made of money — very rich

ExamrLE 1: My neighbor is re-modeling his house to look like Versailles.
He doesn’t have good taste, but he certainly is made of money.

ExaMpLE 2: Max should be willing to loan you $10,000 to start your new
business. He’s made of money.

SynonyMs: loaded; rolling in dough; to have money to burn

(to) make a splash — to win popularity quickly

ExamrpLE 1: Nicole’s beautiful cousin Cecilia from Santo Domingo really
made a splash at the high school dance.

ExampLE 2: Those new jeans really made a splash. All the kids are
wearing them.

SYNONYM: to be a hit

(to) pay (someone) back — to repay a loan or debt

ExampLE 1: Nicole paid her friend back the $10 she borrowed.
ExampLE 2: You can borrow $50, but don't forget to pay me back!

Note: “Pay back” also means to “get revenge.” Example: I know you’re
the one who stole my car, and one day I'll think of a way to pay you back!

pipe dream — an unrealistic hope

ExampLE 1: Susan would like to move to New Zealand and write ro-
mance novels, but she knows that’s just a pipe dream.

ExampLE 2: You want to become a famous actor on Broadway? That
Sounds like a pipe dream.

o ————
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(to) shell out — to pay (often more than one would like)

ExampLE 1: Bob shelled out $5,000 for Nicole’s piano lessons before she
decided she’d rather play the flute.

ExampLe 2: How much am I going to have to shell out to get two tickets
to the Rolling Stones concert?

(to) take (something) by storm — to win popularity quickly

ExampLE 1: The play “The Producers” really took New York by storm.
ExampLE 2: That new restaurant really took Chicago by storm!

(that’s or those are) the breaks — when something bad hap-
pens and you can’t do anything about it

ExampLE 1: By the time we got to the theater, the new Harry Potter movie
was already sold out. Oh well, that’s the breaks!

ExampLE 2: Your glasses fell on a rock and broke while you were fishing?
Those are the breaks!

wise guy [slang] — a smart aleck; one who makes a lot of
sarcastic comments

ExampLE 1: When Mrs. Lee asked Joey what he wanted to be when he
grew up, he said, “An adult.” She told him not to be such a wise guy.

ExampLE 2: That clerk in the video store is a real wise guy. He’s always
making nasty comments about the customers.

SyNoNyMs: wise ass [rude], smart ass [rude]

. PRACTICE THE IDIOMS
Choose the best substitute for the phrase in bold:

1) 'm in good spirits today because I got a promotion at work.
a) happy
b) drunk
¢) tired

2) Renting an apartment on Park Avenue in Manhattan is dif-
ficult, unless you’re made of money.
a) wealthy
b) strange
c¢) famous
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3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

My friend’s daughter paints beautiful pictures. In a few years,
she’ll take the art world by storm.

a) something bad will happen and she’ll lose her job

b) she’ll draw an excellent painting of a storm

¢) she’ll become a very successful artist

Susan thinks that Ted’s plan to become a famous rock star is
a pipe dream.

a) something that is not likely to happen

b) Ted’s biggest hope

¢) something very realistic

If you’re looking for a new suit, you shouldn’t have a prob-
lem. Clothing shops in this town are a dime a dozen.

a) hard to find

b) everywhere

c¢) lousy

Ted performed at his high school dance. He knew he’d made
a splash when all the girls started singing along.

a) done something wrong

b) made a very positive impression

c) created waves

Being a wise guy can be fun, but it might not make you
popular with your teachers.

a) a very intelligent person
b) an obnoxious person who makes sarcastic comments
¢) aperson whom everybody admires

8) Nicole wants to attend Yale, but her parents don’t want to

shell out $100,000 for the tuition.

a) waste
b) save

) pay

ANSWERS TO LESSON 8, p. 161
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NICOLE

ez

I'm by far the
best candidate
for president!
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- LEssoN 9

NICOLE FOR PRESIDENT/

ole discusses her plans to run for student
dy president. Nicole wants Ted to ask his
ends to vote for her. Ted agrees, in exchange
Nicole's help with his homework.

Nicole: T’ve decided to run for student body president! If I'm
going to become a senator one day, I should get some
experience under my belt now.

Ted:  Andrea Jenkins is also running. She’ll give you a run
for your money!

Nicole: Andrea Jenkins is an idiot. I’'m by far the better can-
didate.

Ted: Don’t be so full of yourself! I might vote for Andrea.

Nicole: Stop kidding around. Let’s get down to business. I
need your help.

Ted: You want me to help you?
Nicole: Yes. I need you to talk your friends into voting for me.
Ted: But you never give my friends the time of day. All

you give them is the cold shoulder.
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Nicole: That’s because they’ve got blue hair and nose rings!

Ted: They’re better than your friends — a bunch of goody-
goodies and brown-nosers!

Nicole: That’s beside the point. Let’s talk about your friends
and their votes.

Ted: Okay. You scratch my back and I’ll scratch yours. If
you do my chemistry homework, I’ll help you get the
votes.

Nicole: I’'m not crazy about that idea. But, okay, it’s a deal. I
hope I can count on you.

IDIOMS - LESSON 9

beside the point — see Lesson 3

brown-noser [slang] — a person who’s constantly trying to
win favor with people above them, such as teachers or bosses

ExampLE 1: Lauren is such a brown-noser. She’s always telling her
teacher how much she enjoys class.
ExampLE 2: Dennis brought the boss lunch today? What a brown-noser!

Note: You will also see the verb form of this expression: “to brown-
nose.” Example: Dennis is always brown-nesing the boss, but I still don’t
think he’s going to get a promotion.

by far — by a wide margin; by a great difference

ExampLE 1: Some people think Tom Hanks is by far the best actor in
America today.

ExampLE 2: Mediterranean Grill is by far the best restaurant in town. No
wonder it’s so hard to get a reservation there!

SyNonyMs: by a long shot; far and away; hands down
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(to) count on someone — to depend or rely on someone

ExaMpLE 1: My brother has a great sense of humor, so I can always count
on him to cheer me up.

ExaMpLE 2: If I can count on you to wake me up, I won’t set my alarm
clock.

(to be) crazy about — see Lesson 3

full of oneself — to think too much of oneself

ExampLE 1: After Angela appeared on the cover of Vogue magazine, she
was really full of herself.
ExaMpLE 2: Mitch thinks he’s really great. He’s so full of himself.

(to) get down to business — to get serious about a task

ExampLE 1: The book club members spent the first two hours of their
meeting eating and drinking before finally getting down to business.
ExampLE 2: Our dinner guests are arriving in two hours. We’d better get
down to business and start preparing.

(to) get or to have under one’s belt — to have or to get expe-
rience

ExampLE 1: Kristen had three years of working for a large law firm un-
der her belt before leaving to start her own firm.

ExawmpLE 2: Ernie needs to get an MBA under his belt to get the job he
wants.

(to) give (someone) a run for (one’s) money — to be strong
competition

ExampLE 1: We lost the soccer tournament, but we certainly gave the
girls from Stamford High School a run for their money.

ExampLE 2: Tina is a good tennis player and always gives me a run for
my money.

(to) give someone the cold shoulder — to be cold to some-
one on purpose; to snub someone

ExampLe 1: When Lisa saw Amber at the mall, she didn’t even stop to
talk to her. She really gave her the cold shoulder.

ExampLE 2: I can’t understand why Joe would give you the cold shoul-
der. I thought you two were good friends!

SyNoNYM: to blow someone off. Example: Amber can’t understand why
Lisa blew her off at the mall.
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(to not) give someone the time of day — to ignore someone;
to refuse to pay any attention to someone

ExampLE 1: Sandra never gave me the time of day back in college, but
now she calls me all the time for advice.

ExampLE 2: Why don’t you find a new stockbroker? Yours is always so
busy, she barely gives you the time of day.

goody-goody — self-righteously or smugly good

ExampLE 1: Goody-goodies usually sit in the front row and smile at the
teacher during class.

ExampLE 2: Samantha is a real goody-goody. She always offers to erase
the blackboard at the end of class.

SynonvMms: goody two-shoes; teacher’s pet

it’s a deal — I agree (to a proposal or offer)

ExampLE 1: You’ll make dinner every night for a month if I help you
with your homework? Okay, it’s a deal!

ExampLE 2: “If you rake up all the leaves in front of the house, I’ll do the
dishes.” — “It’s a deal!”

(to) kid around — to joke around; to tease

ExampLE 1: Jeremy loves to kid around, so don’t be offended by any-
thing he says.

ExampLE 2: While they were Kidding around, Tim accidentally poked
Rob in the eye. He had to be rushed to the emergency room of the hospital.

Note: You will often here this in the negative “not kidding around.” This
means to take something very seriously. Example: The White House is
not kidding around with airport security.

(to) talk into — to persuade; to convince

ExampLE 1: Chris didn’t want to jump out of the plane, but Erin talked
him into it.

ExampLE 2: Stop trying to talk me into going to the dance club on Satur-
day night. I already decided that ’'m going to Maria’s party instead.

you scratch my back and I’ll scratch yours — if you do me
a favor, I’ll do you a favor; let’s cooperate

ExameLE 1: T'll help you with your homework if you do the dishes. You
scratch my back and I’ll seratch yours.

ExampLE 2: If I drive you into the city, will you pick up my dry cleaning?
You scratch my back and I’ll scratch yours.
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. PRACTICE THE IpIOMS
Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1) Nicole is very reliable. You can always count her.
a) in b) on c) with

2) Ineed to ask you for your help, and I'll do something nice for
you in return. You scratch my and I’'ll scratch yours.
a) back b) neck c) foot

3) Stop kidding ! Tell me where you hid my shoes.

a) about b) around ¢) into

4) I can’t believe that Lisa gave you the shoulder. I
thought you two were friends.

a) hot b) freezing c) cold
5) Ted’s friends didn’t want to vote for Nicole, but Ted talked
them it.

a) into b) around c) for

6) Although Jim Greene was far the more qualified can-
didate, he lost the election because of a scandal.

a) way b) in ¢) by

7) Denise is really full herself. She thinks she’s the smart-
est and most beautiful woman in the world.

a) with b) of ¢) in

8) Nicole thinks that Andrea is a snob. She says Andrea won’t
her the time of day.

a) give b) allow c) tell

ANSWERS TO LESSON 9, p. 162
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Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Thank you for making time for me today, Carol.

Don’t mention it, Bob. What’s up?

My wife baked these cookies from scratch. Please take
one.

Mmmm, chewy. These are out of this world!
My wife’s a great cook.

You can say that again. I don’t want to make a pig of
myself, but let me take a few more.

Oink oink! Just kidding!

I’d like to sell these at the Village Market. My cus-
tomers will go nuts over these!

How much would you pay us for each cookie?

I’'m not sure. I need to roll up my sleeves and figure
out the finances.
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Bob:  Can you give me a ballpark figure now?

Carol: 1don’t want to jump the gun. Sit tight for now, and
we’ll talk things over this evening.

al

x

IDIOMS - LESSON 10

ballpark figure — an approximate number

ExampLE 1: The auto mechanic didn’t know exactly how much the repairs
would cost, but he was able to give me a ballpark figure.

ExampLE 2: The plumber estimated that it would cost $150 to fix our sink,
but that was just a ballpark figure.

Don’t mention it! — you’re welcome

ExampLE 1: “Thanks for bringing the cookies,” I said to Susan. “Don’t
mention it!” she replied.

ExampLE 2: “Thanks for picking up my suit at the dry cleaners.” — “Don’t
mention it. It was my pleasure.”

(to) figure out — to solve; to determine

ExampLE 1: Ted couldn’t figure out one of his math problems, so he
asked his sister for help.

ExaMPLE 2: Susan is sure she’ll never figure out why kids today behave
the way they do.

from scratch — from the beginning; using all fresh ingre-
dients rather than using a prepared mix
ExampLE 1: The house was in such bad shape, they decided to tear it

down and re-build it from scratch.
ExampLE 2: You baked these muffins from scratch? They’re delicious!

(to) go nuts [slang] — to react with great enthusiasm

ExampLE 1: When Tiger Woods got a hole-in-one during the golf
tournament, the crowd went nuts.
ExampLE 2: When Eminem appeared on stage, everybody went nuts.

Norte: This expression also means “to go crazy” or “to become crazy
with anger.” Example: Jim went nuts when his wife told him she was
leaving him for another man.
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(to) jump the gun — to start doing something too soon or
ahead of everybody else

ExaMpLE 1: Nicole really jumped the gun by writing her acceptance
speech before the results of the elections were announced.

ExaMpLE 2: The bookstore jumped the gun by selling the new Harry
Potter book two weeks before its official release date.

7ust kidding — talking more to get a laugh than anything

ExampLE 1: I was just kidding when I said your new orange dress makes
you look like a pumpkin.

ExaMPLE 2: Are you sure that’s your boyfriend? I thought he was your
grandfather. Just kidding!

(to) make a pig of oneself [slang] — to overeat; to eat too much

ExampLE 1: I made a pig of myself by eating four slices of pie.
ExampLE 2: Of course you could eat another hamburger, but you don’t
want to make a pig of yourself.

(to) make time for — to put time in one’s schedule for something

ExamreLE 1: Don is a busy lawyer, but he always makes time for his family.
ExampLE 2: I'll be sure to make time for you when you visit me.

out of this world — see Lesson 6

(to) roll up one’s sleeves — to prepare to work

ExampLE 1: Let’s roll up our sleeves and finish making these cookies!
ExampLE 2: You’d better roll up your sleeves and finish your homework.

——

—

(to) sit tight — to wait patiently

ExamrLE 1: Nicole won’t hear back from the colleges she applied to until
April. For now, she’ll just have to sit tight.
ExampLE 2: Sit tight, the doctor will be with you in a few minutes.

(to) talk over — see Lesson 1

What’s up? — What’s going on? What’s new?

ExampLe 1: What’s up? I haven’t spoken to you in a long time.
ExampLE 2: You never call me anymore. What’s up with that?

You can say that again — I agree with you

ExampLE 1: You think our house needs repairs? You can say that again

— even our toilet is broken!
ExampLE 2: “The weather is so nasty today.” — “You can say that again!

I don’t even want to go outside!”
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. PrRACTICE THE IDIOMS

Imagine that you are Bob and that you 're meeting with Carol
Jrom the Village Market to sell her your cookies. Choose the most
appropriate replies to Carol’s questions and statements:

1) Carol: “I’'m glad I was able to make time to see you today.”
Bob s reply:
a) “I guess I’ll see you tomorrow then.”
b) “It must be nice to have so much free time.”
¢) “Yes, thanks for fitting me into your busy schedule.”

2) Carol: “What’s up?”
Bobs reply:
a) “Fine, thank you.”
b) “I’d like to discuss a business deal with you.”
¢) “I don’t know. Let me check with my wife.”

3) Carol: “These cookies are out of this world. What do you
think?”
Bob's reply:
a) “I agree. They’re delicious!”
b) “I don’t know where they are.”
¢) “No thanks. I’ve already had ten cookies.”

4) Carol: “Did your wife make these from scratch?”
Bob's reply:
a) “No, she made them from flour, eggs, and sugar.”
b) “Yes, she did. She loves to bake.”
¢) “Yes. She bought a roll of Pillsbury frozen dough and
heated it in the oven for 15 minutes.”

5) Carol: “1 ate seven cookies. Do you think I’ve made a pig of
myself?”
Bob's reply:
a) “Not at all. These cookies are hard to resist!”
b) “Yes. You look just like a pig.”
¢) “Yes. Pigs love to eat cookies t00.”
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6) Carol: “I think my customers will go nuts over these cookies.”
Bob's reply:
a) “I agree. After all, they’re very good
b) “Nuts? Sure, we can put nuts in the cookies.”
¢) “I disagree. They’ll probably like them.”

”’

7) Carol: “Bob, I’'m not ready to give you a ballpark figure yet.”
Bob's reply:
a) “Okay, how about one dollar per cookie?”
b) “When you’re ready, we can sell them in the ballpark.”
¢) “Okay, 1 can wait until tomorrow.”

8) Carol: “I don’t want to jump the gun by discussing details now.”
Bob s reply:
a) “I understand. Take some time to think about it.”
b) “I didn’t say anything about selling you guns.”
¢) “Thanks, I’d love an answer right now.”

ANSWERS TO LESSON 10, p. 162

>
“% Review for Lessons 6-10

Choose the best substitute for the phrase in bold:

1) This apple pie is out of this world.
a) not bad
b) from another planet
¢) delicious

2) Jane was feeling on edge, so she went to a day spa to relax.
a) anxious
b) relaxed

¢) angry
3) You ate 15 cookies? You really made a pig of yourself!
a) turned into an animal with a snout and tail

b) made yourself sick
¢) ate more than you should have
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4) Bob wasn’t sure he wanted to work for his wife’s cookie
company, but she talked him into it.
a) forced him
b) convinced him
c) asked him

5) Nancy doesn’t have a clue about the Internet. She’s never

even used e-mail.

a) understands deeply
b) knows nothing

¢) is learning a lot

6) Stop beating around the bush! I don’t know what you’re
trying to tell me.
a) avoiding the subject
b) hitting the trees
¢) repeating yourself

7) Paul likes to draw silly cartoons of his classmates on the
blackboard before class. He’s a wise guy.
a) bad student
b) smart person
¢) sarcastic person

8) Tom needed to learn how to ride a horse before his trip to
Ireland, so he took a crash course.
a) short, intensive class
b) class in falling down
¢) semester-long class

9) Laura made a bundle when she was younger, and now she
spends every day on the golf course.
a) had a good job
b) made lots of money
c) stole money

10) The doctor will be with you soon. Please sit tight.
a) come back later
b) wait patiently
c) follow me
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

L ] L
RN

Across

2. Stop beating around the _____ and get to the point already!

6. Susan’s cookies really made a_____at the Village Market. Everybody
. loved them!

7. You want to be a famous painter? That sounds like a dream!

8. When Ted was asked to perform at the high school dance, he was one

happy .

11. When I ran into Mary at the mall, she gave me the cold .

12. Stop ____ around! We’ve got work to do.

Down

1. If you need to learn something quickly, you cantakea ____ course.

2. Idon’tneed an exact number right now. A figure is fine.

3. Talways prefer cakes and cookies made from .

4. [If there’s one thing teachers hate, it'sa ____ guy.

5. It’s nice when a boss gives youthe ___ for your ideas.

9. Thave ___feelings about visiting Puerto Rico in August. On the one
hand, it won’t be too full of tourists. On the other hand, it will be very hot. .

10. Susan is always helping others. She’s got a heart of

13. Tdon’t know how I got talked ____ taking a tour of Costa Rica during the

rainy season.

ANSWERS TO REVIEW, p. 162
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Let me sweete.n
the deal — 60 cents
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Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Scrumptzaus Cookzes Carol and
(& ch Bob wzll recezve for each

Hi Bob. How’s it going?
Fine thanks, Carol. How are you?

Can’t complain. Bob, I’ve had a chance to crunch
some numbers. I can pay you 50¢ per cookie.

That’s out of the question. At that price, it’s not worth
our while. The ingredients alone cost us 30¢ per cookie.

Okay, let me sweeten the deal — 60¢ per cookie?

Carol, my wife and I need to make a living from this
business.

Okay, okay, you’ve twisted my arm. I’ll pay you 75¢
per cookie. Take it or leave it!

Now you’re talking! We’ll take it.
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Carol: You drive a hard bargain, Bob.

Bob: Yes, but we make a good cookie.

Carol: Let’s get the ball rolling. Bring me 2,000 cookies on
Monday morning by 9 a.m.

‘a

¥

IDIOMS — LESSON 11

can’t complain — things are going well; I’'m fine

ExampLE 1: “How’s business, Mike?” — “Can’t complain. I sold a lot of
computers this month.”
Exampii 2: “How are things going at your new job?” — “Can’t complain.”

(to) crunch numbers — to perform calculations (especially
financial calculations)

ExampLE 1: Scott loves to crunch numbers, so he decided to become an
accountant.

ExampLE 2: Wendy spends all her time at work in front of the computer
crunching numbers and analyzing sales data.

(to) drive a hard bargain — to be tough in negotiating an
agreement; to negotiate something in one’s favor

ExamrpLE 1: I wanted to pay less for the car, but the salesman drove a
hard bargain.

ExampLE 2: Eric drove a hard bargain and got the company to raise
their salary offer by $15,000.

(to) get the ball rolling — to get started

ExamrLE 1: Let’s get the ball rolling on this project. We’ve only got one
week to finish it.

ExampLE 2: If we don’t get the ball rolling on our vacation plans soon,
we’ll end up going nowhere.

How’s it going? — How are you?

ExampLE 1: “How’s it going?” I asked Ted. “Everything’s fine. How are
you?” he replied.
ExampLE 2: “How’s it going?” Vladimir asked me. “Not bad,” I replied.
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(to) make a living — to earn enough money to support oneself

ExamrLE 1: Many people laugh at him, but Bill actually makes a living
selling gourmet dog food.

ExaMpLE 2: Danny makes some money playing his guitar on street cor-
ners, but not enough to make a living.

now you’re talking — you’re saying the right thing

ExampLE 1: You want to offer me free tickets to the J. Lo concert? Now
you’re talking!

ExampLE 2: You’d like to offer me a $10,000 raise and a corner office?
Now you’re talking!

out of the question — impossible

ExampLE 1: My friend Emily wanted me to climb Mount McKinley with
her, but I told her it was out of the question.
ExampLE 2: You want to borrow my new car and drive it across the coun-
try? I’m sorry, but that’s out of the question.

(to) sweeten the deal — to make an offer more attractive

ExamrLE 1: IBM offered to sweeten the deal by giving John a company
car if he agreed to work for them.

ExampLE 2: We really want you to take the job here at Magna Corpora-
tion, so let us know what we can do to sweeten the deal.

take it or leave it — accept or reject an offer, usually a final one

ExampLE 1: The highest salary we can offer you is $50,000 a year

— take it or leave it.

ExampLE 2: I’m offering to do the dishes for one week if you’ll help me
with my science project. Take it or leave it.

(to) twist (someone’s) arm — to persuade someone; to con-
vince someone

ExawmpLE 1: Ted didn’t want to get another tattoo on his back, but Amber
twisted his arm.

ExampLE 2: Okay, you’ve twisted my arm. You can borrow my new car
and drive it across the country.

worth one’s while — worthy of one’s effort or time

ExampLE 1: It would be worth your while to audition for the game show
Jeopardy. You’d probably win a lot of money.

ExampLE 2: Let me make it worth your while to work weekends. I'1]
pay you an extra $10 per hour on Saturdays and Sundays.
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. PrAcCTICE THE IDIOMS

Abe, owner of Honest Abe s Furniture Store, is talking to Jeff
about a new advertising campaign for the store. Jeff owns an
advertising agency. Complete the dialogue using these idioms:

get the ball rolling drive a hard bargain
crunch some numbers how’s it going

out of the question now you’re talking
twisted my arm make a living
Abe: Hi, Jeff. ?

Jeff: Fine, thanks. I’ve only scheduled a half hour for this meet-
ing, so we’d better

Abe: Jeff, I need you to come up with a new advertising cam-
paign for my furniture shop.

Jeff: I’ve had a chance to , and you’ll need
to pay me $30,000 to come up with some new ideas.

Abe: Thirty thousand dollars? That’s really !

Jeff: Listen, Abe, [ need to too. I've got a
wife and seven children at home.

Abe: T’ll pay you $20,000.

Jeff: If you want quality work, you have to pay for it. Let’s say
$25,000?

Abe: Okay, okay. You’ve . I’ll pay you $23,000.

Jeff: . That’s a fair price.

Abe: You certainly

Jeff: 1 know, but you’ll be happy with my work.

ANSWERS TO LESSON 11, p. 163
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 Lesson 12

aoa s BIG COOKIE omazn

:e family is gathered around the dinner table
Bob tells them about his deal with the Vi llage, |
arket. He asks his kids for help bakmg Ihe

okies.

Bob:  Iknow I’ve been down in the dumps since I got fired,
but things are looking up now. The Village Market
wants to sell our cookies.

Nicole: That’s great news, Dad!

Bob:  We’re going to have to bake like crazy over the week-
end. They want 2,000 cookies by Monday.

Nicole: Two thousand cookies in three days? Don’t you think
you’ve bitten off more than you can chew?

Ted: Yeah, you’re going to be running around like a chick-
en with its head cut off!

Susan: Fortunately, there are four of us here. You kids will have
to pitch in too.

Nicole: Sorry, but I can’t. I have to finish Ted’s chemistry home-
work and then I've got to get going on my election speech.

Bob:  What’s that about doing Ted’s chemistry homework?
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Ted: Never mind! Amber will help out with the cookies
instead of Nicole.

Susan: For heaven’s sake, Nicole! It’s like pulling teeth get-
ting you to do any work around here.

d

IDIOMS - LESSON 12

(to) bite off more than one can chew — to take on more than
one is capable of; to take on too much

ExampLe 1: Jennifer is having a dinner party for 50 people, and she can’t
even cook. I think she’s bitten off more than she can chew.

ExamrLE 2: You agreed to host 50 exchange students from Korea? Aren’t
you afraid you’ve bitten off more than you can chew?

SyNoNYM: to be or to get in over one’s head. Example: Jennifer is in over
her head with this dinner party!

(to be) down in the dumps — see Lesson 5

for heaven’s sake! — A way of expressing emotions such as
surprise, outrage, or impatience

Exampie 1: Hurry up, for heaven’s sake! You’re going to be late for school.
ExampiE 2: Oh, for heaven’s sake! Yesterday, [ made three dozen choco-
late chip cookies, and today there’s only one cookie left!

Synonyms: for God’s sake, for goodness sake, for Pete’s sake

(to) get going — to get started on something; to set off for a
destination; to leave

ExampLE 1: If you don’t get going on your homework soon, you’re going
to be up all night.

ExampLE 2: We’d better get going to the restaurant now. Otherwise, we’ll
be late for our seven o’clock reservation.

SynonyMs: to get a move on; to get the show on the road

(to) help out — to give assistance; to help

ExampLE 1: Amber offered to help out in the kitchen by chopping nuts.
ExampLE 2: 1’d be happy to help out by baking cookies for the picnic.

SyNoNnyM: to lend a hand
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like a chicken with its head cut off — in a hysterical man-
ner; in a frenzy; in a very nervous way

ExamrLE 1: Ken was late for work, and he couldn’t find his car keys. He
was running around his apartment like a chicken with its head cut off.
ExampLE 2: Patricia ran around the school looking for her lost backpack
like a chicken with its head cut off.

Note: This idiom is usually used with the phrase “to run around” as in
the above examples.

like crazy — with great speed or enthusiasm

ExampLE 1: When Pete Sampras won the tennis match, the crowd started
cheering like crazy.
ExampLE 2: Ann ran like crazy, but she still didn’t manage to catch the bus.

like pulling teeth — very difficult

ExampLE 1: It’s like pulling teeth getting Max to talk about his girlfriend.
ExampLE 2: Kyle hates to study. It’s like pulling teeth getting him to do
his homework every night.

never mind — don’t worry about something; forget it; it
doesn’t matter

ExamrLE 1: You forgot to pick up eggs at the supermarket? Never mind.
I’ll get them tomorrow morning.

ExamrLE 2: Never mind what your friends say. You need to do what you
think is right.

(to) pitch in — to help

ExampLE 1: Nicole offered to pitch in and clean up her neighborhood
beach. She picked up five plastic cups and an old towel.
ExampLE 2: If you need my help, just ask. I’d be happy to pitch in.

SyNonyMms: to lend a hand, to lend a helping hand; to help out

(to) run around — to move about quickly

ExampLE 1: I’ve been running around all day making final arrange-
ments for our trip to Costa Rica tomorrow.
ExampLE 2: Debbie is exhausted. She ran around town all day today.

things are looking up — things are improving

ExamrLE 1: Elizabeth found a wonderful new job and just moved into a
beautiful new apartment. Things are looking up for her.
ExampLE 2: Things are looking up with the economy.
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. PrACTICE THE IDIOMS

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

When the sun doesn’t shine all winter, it’s easy to start feel-
ing down in the

a) dumps b) crazy ¢) luck
Things were so busy at work, I spent the entire week running
around like a chicken with its cut off.

a) beak b) head ¢) neck

According to today’s newspaper, the economy is improving.
Things are looking .

a) up b) down c¢) forward

I thought you could help me with my new project. But if
you’re too busy, never . I’ll find somebody else.

a) bother b) mind c) worry

For heaven’s ! If you don’t stop playing those video
games, you’ll never get your homework done.

a) angels b) sake c¢) benefit

When the school asked Susan to bring cookies to the bake
sale, she said she’d be happy to help .

a) in b) about c) out

When my friend John told me how busy he was preparing
for his Halloween party, I offered to pitch .

a) in b) out ¢) him

It’s like pulling getting Nicole to help out in the kitchen.
a) hair b) nails ¢) teeth
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@ Bonus PRACTICE

Choose the best substitute for the phrase in bold:

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

Janice is doing all the cooking for her daughter’s wedding. I
think she’s bitten off more than she can chew.

a) accepted too little responsibility

b) taken too much food into her mouth

c) taken on more than she can handle

If Nicole is going to cover her entire school with election
posters, she’d better get going on them immediately.

a) start working on

b) stop working on

c) start destroying

If you get tired of mowing the lawn, I’d be happy to help out.
a) confuse you

b) do nothing

c) assist you

Last year, Bill opened a store selling gourmet pet food. This year,
he’ll open 10 more stores. His business is growing like crazy!

a) very quickly

b) very slowly

¢) despite being a crazy idea

Ever since receiving his rejection letter from Princeton Uni-
versity, Jason has been down in the dumps.

a) happy

b) sad

¢) encouraged

6) For a long time, Michelle couldn’t find a boyfriend. But now

things are looking up. She met a nice guy last weekend.
a) her love life is getting even worse

b) her love life is improving

¢) her love life couldn’t get much worse

ANSWERS TO LESSON 12, p. 163
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Blue hair's
all the rage
this season.

"~ I see that
tattoos are
popular too.
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. Lesson 13

 AMBER COMES OVER
" TO BAKE COOKIES

ed’s girlfriend Amber comes over to help with
he cookies. Amber has experience baking cook-
from a former job. Susan leaves the kitchen
they can work better.

Ted: Mom, Amber is here to lend a hand with the cookies.
Susan: Hi Amber. Nice to see you again.

Amber: Good to see you too, Mrs. Johnson.

Susan: That’s an interesting hairstyle.*

Amber: Thanks. I’m glad you think it’s cool. Blue hair is all the
rage this season.

Susan: Well, I’m going to take a break now and let you kids
take over.

Ted:  Don’t worry, Mom. Your business is in good hands
with Amber. She really knows her stuff.

Amber: That’s true. I used to work at Mrs. Field’s Cookies** in
the mall.

Susan: You don’t work there anymore?

Amber: No, I got fired. I have a real sweet tooth, and they told
" me I was eating too many cookies.

Susan: Well, I’'m sure you haven’t lost your touch.
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Amber: 1 might be a bit out of practice.

Ted: Mom, you can watch Amber bake if you want. You
might pick up a few tricks of the trade.

Amber: Yes, feel free. As a singer, I’'m used to performing be-
fore an audience!

Susan: Thanks, but ’'m going to get out of the way. You know
what they say: too many cooks spoil the broth!

Amber: Will I see you later tonight?
Susan: Yes, I’ll be back in a few hours.

Ted: Mom, why don’t you just call it a night and go to bed.
You’ve been working your tail off all day.

* When somebody says something is “interesting” it often means they don’t
like it, but they want to be polite.

** Mrs. Field’s Cookies are gourmet cookies that are sold in malls across the
United States.

IDIOMS - LESSON 13

all the rage — the latest fashion; popular right now

ExampLE 1: Have you seen those new alligator-skin cowboy boots?
They’re all the rage this season!
ExamrLE 2: At Nate’s high school, salsa dancing is all the rage this year.

(to) call it a night — to stop an activity for the rest of the night

ExampLE 1: We spent a few hours walking around downtown Chicago. It
was so cold that we were ready to call it a night by nine o’clock.
ExampLE 2: Let’s call it a night and meet back at the office at seven
o’clock tomorrow morning to finish preparing our report.

Note: There is also the expression “to call it a day” which means to stop
activity for the day.
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feel free — go ahead and do something; don't hesitate (to do
something)
ExamriLe 1: “Feel free to interrupt me and ask questions during my lec-

ture,” said the professor to his students.
ExampLE 2: If you need legal advice, feel free to call my cousin Fred.

He’s a lawyer.

(to) get out of the way — to move out of the way; to stop
interfering with someone’s plans or activities

ExampLE 1: If you’re not planning on helping us prepare dinner, please
get out of the way. The kitchen is crowded.

ExampLE 2: Get out of the way! That truck is backing up and it might
run you over.

(to be) in good hands — in good, competent care

ExampLE 1: Don’t worry — your dog will be in good hands while
you’re on vacation. We’ll take her to the New York Dog Spa & Hotel.
ExampLE 2: You’re in good hands with Tony. He’s an excellent driver.

(to) know one’s stuff — to have an expertise in a field

ExampLE 1: Steve has been an auto mechanic for 25 years. He really
knows his stuff.

ExaMpLE 2: When it comes to cooking, Kristen knows her stuff. She
spent two years studying at the Culinary Institute of America.

(to) lend a hand — to help

ExamrLE 1: When Amber saw Susan washing the cookie sheets, she of-
fered to lend a hand.

ExampLE 2: Would you mind lending a hand in the garden? We need to
finish planting these flowers before it starts raining.

(to) lose one’s touch — to no longer be able to do something well

ExamrLE 1: I used to make delicious pies, but this one tastes terrible. I
think I’ve lost my touch.

ExampLE 2: Dr. Stewart used to be a very good doctor, but recently sev-
eral of his patients have died. He seems to have lost his touch!

(to be) out of practice — no longer good at doing something

ExampLE 1: Susan studied French in high school, but she hasn’t spoken it
since-She’s really out of practice.

Examrre 2: T used to play tennis every day, but I haven’t played in years.
i’n out of practice.
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(to) pick up — to acquire; to learn

ExampLE 1: Bob picks up languages quickly. After two weeks in Spain,
he was already speaking Spanish.
ExampLE 2: Diana picked up some great new ideas at the workshop.

Note: “Pick up” has several other meanings, including:
1) To take from the floor or ground. Pick up the pen you dropped.
2) To buy. I’ll pick up some burritos on my way home.
3) To clean up. Let’s pick up the bedroom before the guests arrive.
4) To retrieve someone. I’1l pick you up at seven for our date.

sweet tooth — an enjoyment of sugary foods

ExampLE 1: Amber’s got a real sweet tooth. Last night, she ate a whole
box of Godiva chocolates.
ExampLE 2: No wonder Liz is so overweight. She’s got such a sweet tooth!

(to) take a break — to stop and rest from an activity

ExampLE 1: Bob always worked 10 hours straight, never taking a break.
ExampLE 2: Let’s take a break from our work and go get some ice cream.

(to) take over — to assume control

ExampLE 1: After 11 hours of driving, [ was getting tired. Fortunately,
my friend offered to take over.
ExampLE 2: My new boss will be taking over some of my projects.

too many cooks spoil the broth — too many people involved
in an activity can ruin it

ExampLE 1: After Bob and Susan edited Nicole’s college applications,
they were worse than when she started. Too many cooks spoil the broth.

ExampLE 2: You don’t need to help us. We have enough people helping
already, and too many cooks spoil the broth.

Note: Broth is a clear liquid that forms the base for soups.

tricks of the trade — clever shortcuts gained by experience

ExampLE 1: The new teacher learned some tricks of the trade from Mrs.
Blackstone, who’d been teaching at the school for 40 years.
ExampLE 2: My new job will be easier once I learn some tricks of the trade.

(to) work one’s tail off [slang] — to work very hard

ExampLE 1: Don worked his tail off to save money for his son’s education.
ExampLE 2: Bob worked his tail off at the furniture store, but his boss
fired him anyway.
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X\ PrACTICE THE IDIOMS
Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1) When Susan was having trouble lifting her heavy mixer, Bob
offered to lend a

a) finger b) foot c¢) hand
2) Nicole used to play the piano, but she hasn’t practiced in five
years. She’s really practice.
a) about to b) into c) out of

3) You’ve been working in the kitchen for hours. Why don’t you
go and a break?

a) take b) give c¢) do

4) Amber picked up many of the trade while working at
Mrs. Field’s Cookies in the Stamford Mall.

a) bits b) tricks c) pieces

5) Your shoulder massages are still the best. You haven’t
your touch.

a) found b) lost ¢) spoiled

6) After two weeks in Italy, Tom started to pick a few
words of Italian, including cappuccino and pizza.

a) up b) out ) in
7) When Jill got tired of chopping the onions, Jack took .
a) over b) off c) away

8) Whenever we need financial advice, we call Suze Orman.
She really knows her .

a) things b) stuff ¢) matter
ANSWERS TO LESSON 13, p. 163
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Give me a
break, Amber!
\We don't have time
for that now!

Come
here and give
me a kiss!
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LEssonN 14

}}r | P'*-ru: xrrcum

mber and T ed are m the kztchen bakmg

shér he’s too busy Tken he feels
._ ,lgaes to ker But suddenly, they re

Amber: Ted, when I met you, it was love at first sight.

Ted: I was nuts about you from the beginning too, Amber.
Don’t forget, I broke up with that girl Tiffany after I
met you.

Amber: Come here and give me a kiss.

Ted: Give me a break, Amber! We don’t have time for that
now. We need to crank out these cookies.

Amber: You don’t really love me, do you?

Ted: Amber, I'm head over heels in love with you. But it’s
crunch time with these cookies.

Amber: Cookies, cookies, cookies — you’ve got a one-track
mind. 2 He loves cookies, yeah, yeah, yeah... 2
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Ted: Amber, I need to keep working, but you can take a
break if you want.

Amber.: No, I’ll keep plugging away...I’m just your cookie
slave. Go ahead, treat me like dirt!

Ted: Sorry, Amber. Come here and let me give you a quick
kiss.

(Susan enters the kitchen)

Susan: Hey, what’s going on in here? Are you two making
cookies or making out?

>

N

IDIOMS - LESSON 14

(to) break up with (someone) — to end a relationship with a
romantic partner

ExampLE 1: When Nicole’s boyfriend told her he didn’t want to see her
anymore, she replied, “I can’t believe you’re breaking up with me!”
ExampLE 2: After dating her boyfriend Dan for four years, Erica finally
decided to break up with him.

(to) crank out — to produce rapidly or in a routine manner

ExampLE 1: Last night, Nicole cranked out 200 signs for her campaign.
ExampLE 2;: We just bought a new printer at work. It can crank out 20
pages per minute.

crunch time — a short period when there’s high pressure to
achieve a result
ExampLE 1: The entire month of December is crunch time for Santa Claus.

ExampLE 2: May is crunch time for many students. It’s when they have
their final exams.

Give me a break! — that’s ridiculous; that’s outrageous

ExampLE 1: You want me to pay $3 for one cookie? Give me a break!
ExampLE 2: You expect me to believe that excuse? Give me a break!

Norte: You might see this written in its informal, conversational form:
“Gimme a break!” This is usually how the idiom is pronounced.
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go ahead — to continue; to proceed without hesitation

ExaMPLE 1: We have more than enough food for dinner. Go ahead and
invite your friend to join us.
ExaMpPLE 2: Let’s go ahead and buy our plane tickets now.

Norte: “Go ahead” can also be used as a noun, as in the expression “to
give somebody the go ahead,” meaning to give somebody permission to
move forward with an activity.

head over heels in love — very much in love

ExampLE 1: During the first years of their marriage, Brad and Jennifer
were head over heels in love with each other.

ExampLE 2: Sara is head over heels in love with Mark. Unfortunately, he
doesn’t even know her name!

love at first sight — an immediate attraction

ExampLE 1: It took Allison several months to fall in love with Karl. Tt
wasn’t love at first sight.
ExampLE 2: Tony liked Tara immediately. It was love at first sight!

(to) make out — to kiss with much passion

ExampLE: Ted and Amber started making out at the stoplight and didn’t
realize that the light had turned green.

Note: “Make out” also means:
1) To manage. How did you make out at the doctor’s today?
2) To understand or see with difficulty. It was so foggy, I could barely
make out the street signs.
3) To prepare a check or other payment. Please make out a check for
this month’s rent.

(to be) nuts about — to like very much

ExampLE 1 : Ted has every single Metallica album — he’s nuts about
that band.

ExampLE 2: We’re just nuts about our new neighbors. We have them
over for dinner once a month.

SYNONYM: crazy about

(to have a) one-track mind — having all thoughts directed to
just one thing or activity; focused on just one thing
ExampLE 1: Ryan thinks about football all the time. He’s got a one-track

mind.
ExampLE 2: Mia has a one-track-mind. She thinks about boys all the time.
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(to) plug away (at something) — to proceed with a boring or
routine task; to keep trying
ExampLE 1: Only 842 more cookies to bake. Let’s keep plugging away!

ExampLE 2: Don’t give up on chemistry class. If you keep plugging
away, you will eventually learn the material.

take a break — see Lesson 13

(to) treat (someone) like dirt — to behave in a nasty way
towards someone; to treat someone poorly

ExampLE 1: Nobody was surprised when Nicole’s boyfriend broke up
with her, since she treated him like dirt.

ExampiE 2: 1 feel sorry for Jeffrey. The kids at school are very nasty to
him. They really treat him like dirt.

90
120



. PrRACTICE THE IDIOMS

Susan is telling the story of how she met her husband. Fill in the
blanks, using the following idioms:

love at first sight go ahead

plugging away treated him like dirt
crunch time crank out

making out crazy about

broke up with head over heels in love

I met Bob in college. He was in my English Literature class. |

liked him right away. For me, it was 1

wrote him several love poems, though I never gave them to him.
Then I found out that he had a girlfriend. [ saw him
with a girl named Joyce. It looked like she was

Bob too. But later that week, I heard that she was

a nasty person and that she . So I decided
to and ask him to the movies. He said he
was too busy. It was , and he had to

a paper for literature class and study for several

exams. But I didn’t give up. I kept . Then

one day he Joyce and asked me out to

dinner. That was 25 years ago, and we’re still together. Fortu-

nately, we’re still with each other!

ANSWERS TO LESSON 14, p. 164
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"Remember the rule of thumb —
imagine your audience naked."
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LessoN 15

NICOLE PRACTICES HER
ELECTION SPEECH

e is running for student body president. She
give a speech next week. She discusses the
with her mother.

Susan: What’s up, Nicole?
Nicole: 1pulled an all-nighter working on my election speech.

Susan: No wonder you look like a basket case! Did you finish
your speech?

Nicole: Yes, at 6 a.m.
Susan: That must be a load off your mind!

Nicole: 1t’s not. I’ve got to give the speech tomorrow in front of
1,500 people. I'm a nervous wreck!

Susan: Just remember the old rule of thumb: Imagine your
audience naked.

Nicole: That's gross. Why would I want to do that?

Susan: According to conventional wisdom, it’ll make you less
nervous.

Nicole: Only practice will do the trick.
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Susan: Okay, let’s hear the speech.
Nicole: Good afternoon, everyone. There are four candidates
running for president. You think you have several

choices. In reality, you have just one choice: me!

Susan: You can’t say that. You’ll turn off your audience imme-
diately.

Nicole: 1t sounds like I have a big head?

Susan: Tl say!

‘d

o
X

IDIOMS - LESSON 15

basket case [slang] — someone or something in a useless or
hopeless condition

ExampiE 1: After working a 12-hour day and then coming home and
cooking dinner for her family, Tanya felt like a basket case.
ExampLE 2: After running the marathon, Brian felt like a basket case.

Note: You may also see the expression “economic basket case” to
describe an economy that is doing very poorly. Example: After years of
dictatorship, North Korea is an economic basket case.

(to have a) big head — arrogant; too proud of oneself

ExampLE 1: Stop bragging so much about the award you got at work!
People will think you’ve got a big head.

ExampLE 2: Jenny has such a big head. No wonder nobody wants to be
friends with her!

SynonyM: to be full of oneself. Example: Joan is really full of herself.
She’s always talking about how smart she is.

conventional wisdom — a widely held belief

ExampLE |: According to conventional wisdom, a diet high in salt can
cause high blood pressure.

ExampLE 2: Challenging conventional wisdom, the psychologist said
that sometimes it’s healthy to be in a bad mood.
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(to) do the trick — to achieve the desired results

ExampLE 1: Juan changed the light bulb and said, “That should do the
trick!”

ExampLE 2: My house is difficult to find, so I'll put 10 large balloons on
my mailbox on the day of the party. That should do the trick.

I’ll say! — yes, definitely!

ExameLE 1: “Did you enjoy the Madonna concert?” — “I’ll say!”
ExampLE 2: “Your sister must’ve been very happy after winning $50,000
in the lottery.” — “I’ll say!”

in reality — in fact; actually

ExampLE 1: Ted thinks it’ll be easy to become a rock star. In reality, it
will take years of hard work.

ExampLE 2: 1 know you think it’l] be easy to get cheap tickets to a Broad-
way play. In reality, we’ll have to wait in line for hours!

load off one’s mind — a relief

ExampLE 1: When Amber called Ted to tell him that she arrived home
safely, it was a big load off his mind.
ExampLE 2: Finishing her English essay was a load off Nicole’s mind.

look like — have the appearance of

ExampLE 1: Before agreeing to go out on a date with her, Keith wanted to
know what my cousin Maria looked like.

ExampLE 2: Please tell me what the cover of that new book looks like so
it will be easier for me to find it in the bookstore.

Note: The expression “it looks like” can mean “it is likely that...”
Example: It’s snowing, so it looks like the schools will be closed today.

nervous wreck — a person feeling very worried

ExampLE 1: Ted was a nervous wreck before his chemistry test.
ExampLE 2: Whenever Nicole rides on the back of her friend’s motor-
cycle, Susan is a nervous wreck.

no wonder — it’s not surprising

ExampLE 1: Brian’s entire body is in pain. It’s no wonder since he ran a
marathon yesterday!

ExampLE 2: No wonder you’re cold — it’s January and you’re walking
around outside without a coat!

SynoNyM: small wonder
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(to) pull an all-nighter — to stay up all night to do work

ExamrLE 1: Ted pulled an all-nighter to study for his chemistry test and
ended up falling asleep in class the next day.

ExaMmpLE 2: I’ve got a 20-page paper due tomorrow moming, and |

haven’t even started writing it yet. I guess I’ll be pulling an all-nighter! J

rule of thumb — a useful principle

ExampLE 1: When cooking fish, a good rule of thumb is 10 minutes in
the oven for each inch of thickness.

ExampLE 2: “Ted, as a rule of thumb, you should always plan to study
for your chemistry tests for at least two hours.”

(to) turn off — to cause to feel dislike or revulsion

ExampLE 1: Tused to be friends with Monica, but she gossiped all the
time and it really turned me off.

ExampLE 2: At first, Sara really liked Jacob. But when he started talking
about all his ex-girlfriends, she was really turned off.

Note: The noun form, turn-off, is also common and usually describes
something that causes the opposite sex to respond negatively. Example:
When Jake started talking about all his ex-girlfriends, it was a real turn-
off for Sara.

what’s up? — see Lesson 10

7 PRACTICE THE ID1OMS
Choose the best substitute for the phrase in bold:

1) Ted didn’t start studying for his chemistry test until the night
before. Then he had to pull an all-nighter.
a) get plenty of rest before an exam
b) stay up all night studying
c) sleep late

2) After working on it for months, I finally gave my presentation
this morning. That was certainly a load off my mind!
a) arelief
b) difficult
c) easy
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3) Nicole was turned off when Todd, her date, started picking

his teeth with a toothpick during dinner.
a) left the room

b) became interested
c) lost all interest

4) According to conventional wisdom, you shouldn’t ask about
salary on your first interview.

a) accepted beliefs
b) outdated beliefs
¢) smart people

5) Ted had to perform his music before one of the most im-

portant talent agents in the country. It’s not surprising that he
was a nervous wreck.

a) confident
b) very worried
¢) exhausted

6) Girls cheered and blew kisses whenever Ted performed his

music. Amber worried that he’d get a big head.
a) get a headache

b) become arrogant
¢) find a new girlfriend

7) People keep telling Fred that he looks like a basket case.
Maybe it’s because he hasn’t slept in weeks.
a) really great

b) angry
¢) terrible

8) Do you have a headache? Here, take two aspirin. That should
do the trick.

a) make you feel better
b) perform magic
¢) make you feel worse

ANSWERS TO LESSON 15, p. 164
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> Review for Legssons 11-16

Choose the best substitute for the phrase or sentence in bold:

1) Nicole didn’t want to go to the party, but her friend twisted

2)

3)

4)

5)

her arm.

a) persuaded her
b) hurt her arm

c¢) agreed with her

Amber needs to go on a diet and lose 10 pounds, but it’s dif-
ficult for her because she has such a sweet tooth.

a) she has a loose tooth

b) she has emotional problems

¢) she likes to eat sweets

Amber likes to design handbags as a hobby, but she’s not sure
she could make a living at it.

a) do it for the rest of her life

b) earn enough money to support herself

¢) do it all day long

Ted wanted to travel to Miami for a rock concert. His mother
told him it was out of the question.

a) a good idea

b) still a possibility

¢) not a possibility

Nicole worked her tail off, making hundreds of posters for
her campaign.

a) worked very hard

b) worked until her tail fell off

¢) made her friends work hard
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6) It’s crunch time. Ted has to write six papers in two days.
a) It’s a very busy time.
b) It’s a time to relax.
¢) It’s a period of time filled with fun and laughter.

7) My 95-year old neighbor was cutting her grass on a hot sum-
mer day. I offered to lend a hand.
a) give her my hand
b) help her
¢) drive her to the hospital

8) Jennifer treats her husband like dirt. I don’t know why he
doesn’t just leave her.
a) is very nice to her husband
b) asks her husband to do the gardening
¢) is nasty to her husband

9) Tattoos are all the rage. Many kids are getting them.
a) something that makes you angry
b) very popular
c) easy to get

10) Things are looking up for Bob. He’s already found a new
job working for his wife.

a) Bob’s situation is getting worse.
b) Bob’s situation is improving.
¢) Bob always focuses on positive things.

11) Susan volunteered to host 45 exchange students from China.
Now she fears she’s bitten off more than she can chew.
a) accepted an easy assignment
b) taken on a bigger task than she can handle
¢) ordered too much Chinese food

12) If Ted doesn’t get going on his chemistry homework soon,
he’s going to be up all night.
a) start doing
b) stop doing
c) leave the house with
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Across

My old job was boring. All I did was numbers all day.

Bob went to the Village Market to get the ___ rolling on the cookie business.
You didn’t take out the garbage yet? Never ! I'll do it myself.

Donna ate the whole apple pie herself. I guess shehasa __ tooth.

Jim never thought he could sell designer watches on street corners, but his
brother taught him the _ of the trade.

11. You’ve been working at the computer for hours. Why don’t you takea _ ?
12. After her boyfriend broke up with her, Anna was feeling down inthe .
13. Mini-skirts were all the  last summer.

A el

Down

1. Susan used to sing opera, but she hasn’t sung in years. She’s out of .

3. Bill thinks he’s the smartest guy in the world. His friends think he just has
a big .

6. Idon’tlike horror movies, but John ___ my arm and I agreed to see
Murder on Main Street.

8. My car wasn’t running well so I changed the oil. That should do the .

10. After the car accident, Betty wasa __ wreck whenever she drove.

11. When I don’t get eight hours of sleep, I feel likea _ case in the moming.

ANSWERS TO REVIEW, p. 164
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