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Islam

Islam is a major world religion, with over 1.3
billion followers worldwide (1/5 of the world's
population). It is considered one of the Abrahamic,
monotheistic faiths, along with Judaism and Christianity.
Although usually associated with the Arabs of the
Middle East, less than 10% of Muslims are in fact Arabs.
Muslims are found all over the world, of every nation,
color and race. The Muslim world extends from the
Philippines in the East to Morocco in the west and from
Central Asia in the north to sub-Saharan Africa in the
south. Islam was first introduced by the Prophet

Mohammad in Arabia in the 7" century.



The word "Islam™ comes from an Arabic root word
meaning peace and submission: submission to the will of
God and the peace that is entailed in that submission.
Islam teaches that one can only find peace in one's life by
submitting to Almighty God (Allah) in heart, soul and
deed. The same Arabic root word gives us "Salaam
alaykum," ("Peace be with you"), the universal Muslim

greeting.

Allah is the proper name for Almighty God, and is
often translated merely as "God." Allah has other names
that are used to describe His characteristics: the Creator,
the Sustainer, the Merciful, the Compassionate, etc.
Muslims believe that since Allah alone is the Creator, it
Is He alone that deserves our devout love and worship.

Islam holds to a strict monotheism. Any worship and



prayers directed at saints, prophets, other human beings

or nature is considered idolatry.

In Islam, faith and good works go hand-in-hand. A
mere verbal declaration of faith is not enough, for belief

in Allah makes obedience to Him a duty.

The Muslim concept of worship is very broad.
Muslims consider everything they do in life to be an act
of worship, if it is done according to Allah's guidance.
There are also five formal acts of worship which help
strengthen a Muslim's faith and obedience. They are

often called the "Five Pillars of Islam."

Muslims consider Islam to be the middle road.
Muslims do not live life with complete disregard for God

or religious matters, but nor do they neglect the world to



devote themselves solely to worship and prayer. Muslims
strike a balance by fulfilling the obligations of and
enjoying this life, while always mindful of their duties to

Allah and to others.
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Thomas Edison

Thomas Alva Edison lit up the world with his
invention of the electric light. Without him, the world
might still be a dark place. However, the electric light
was not his only invention. He also invented the
phonograph, the motion picture camera, and over 1,200
other things. About every two weeks he created

something new.

Thomas A. Edison was born in Milan, Ohio, on
February 11, 1847. His family moved to Port Huron,
Michigan, when he was seven years old. Surprisingly, he
attended school for only two months. His mother, a
former teacher, taught him a few things, but Thomas was

mostly self-educated. His natural curiosity led him to
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start experimenting at a young age with electrical and
mechanical things at home. When he was 12 years old,
he got his first job. He became a newsboy on a train that
ran between Port Huron and Detroit. He set up a
laboratory in a baggage care of the train so that he could
continue his experiments in his spare time.
Unfortunately, his first work experience did not end well.
Thomas was fired when he accidentally set fire to the
floor of the baggage car. Thomas then worked for five
years as a telegraph operator, but he continued to spend
much of his time on the job conducting experiments. He
got his first patent in 1868 for a vote recorder run by
electricity. However, the vote recorder was not a success.
In 1870, he sold another invention, a stock-ticker, for

$40,000. A stock-ticker is a machine that automatically



prints stock prices on a tape. He was then able to build

his first shop in Newark, New Jersey.

Thomas Edison was totally deaf in one ear and hard
of hearing in the other, but thought of his deafness as a
blessing in many ways. It kept conversations short, so
that he could have more time for work. He called himself
a "two-shift man" because he worked 16 out of every 24
hours. Sometimes he worked so intensely that his wife

had to remind him to sleep and eat.

Thomas Edison died at the age of 84 on October
18, 1931, at his estate in West Orange, New Jersey. He
left numerous inventions that improved the quality of life

all over the world.
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Learning English

Today, millions of people want to learn or improve
their English but it is difficult to find the best method. Is
it better to study in Britain or America or to study in your

own country?

The advantages of going to Britain seem obvious.
Firstly, you will be able to listen to the language all the
time you are in the country. You will be surrounded
completely by the language wherever you go. Another
advantage is that you have to speak the language if you
are with other people. In Italy, it is always possible, in
the class, to speak Italian if you want to and the learning
is slower. On the other hand, there are also advantages to

staying at home to study. You don't have to make big
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changes to your life. As well as this, it is also a lot
cheaper than going to Britain but it is never possible to
achieve the results of living in the UK. If you have a
good teacher in Italy, | think you can learn in a more
concentrated way than being in Britain without going to

a school.

So, in conclusion, | think that if you have enough
time and enough money, the best choice is to spend some
time in the UK. This is simply not possible for most
people, so being here in Italy is the only viable option.
The most important thing to do in this situation is to
maximise your opportunities: to speak only English in
class and to try to use English whenever possible outside

the class.
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The Bermuda Triangle

At 2 pm on 5 December 1945, five US bombers
took off from Fort Lauderlale in the USA for a training
flight in perfect weather. Shortly afterwards, the pilots
radioed that their flight instruments were all
malfunctioning. Two hours after take-off, all contact
with the planes was lost. A reconnaissance plane was
immediately dispatched to search for the missing planes.
Within 20 minutes, radio contact with it had also been
lost. No trace of any of the planes was ever found. In all,

six planes and 27 men had vanished into the air.

The disappearance of the six planes was far from
being the first mysterious incident in the area: for years,

navigational problems and strange magnetic forces had
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been reported. The disappearance was not even the
greatest disaster within the triangle. The Cyclops, a
19,000-ton US ship was sailing from Barbados to
Norfolk, Virginia. In March 1918, when it vanished with
its crew of 309 from the surface of he ocean without
making a distress call and without the slightest wreckage

ever being found.

The losses of boats and planes in that area defy
explanation. The disasters are the origin of a new phrase
in the English language — the Bermuda Triangle and this
phrase has entered legend. The Bermuda Triangle has
been called the Devils’ Triangle, the Triangle of Death,
the Graveyard of the Atlantic. It has swallowed up 140

ships and planes and more than 1,000 people. Today
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many airmen and sailors are still afraid of that area of the

Atlantic Ocean.
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Schooling and Education

It is commonly believed in the United States that
school is where people go to get an education.
Nevertheless, it has been said that today children
interrupt their education to go to school. The
distinction between schooling and education implied by

this remark is important.

Education is much more open-ended and all-
inclusive than schooling. Education knows no bounds.
It can take place anywhere, whether in the shower or in
the job, whether in a kitchen or on a tractor. It includes
both the formal learning that takes place in schools and

the whole universe of informal learning. The agents of
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education can range from a revered grandparent to the
people debating politics on the radio, from a child to a

distinguished scientist.

Whereas schooling has a certain predictability,
education quite often produces surprises. A chance
conversation with a stranger may lead a person to
discover how little is known of other religions. People
are engaged in education from infancy on. Education,
then, is a very broad, inclusive term. It is a lifelong
process, a process that starts long before the start of
school, and one that should be an integral part of one's

entire life.

Schooling, on the other hand, is a specific,
formalized process, whose general pattern varies little

from one setting to the next. Throughout a country,
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children arrive at school at approximately the same
time, take assigned seats, are taught by an adult, use
similar textbooks, do homework, take exams, and so
on. The slices of reality that are to be learned, whether
they are the alphabet or an understanding of the
workings of government, have usually been limited by
the boundaries of the subject being taught. For
example, high school students know that they are not
likely to find out in their classes the truth about
political problems in their communities or what the
newest filmmakers are experimenting with. There are
definite conditions surrounding the formalized process

of schooling.
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The Definition of ""Price"

Prices determine how resources are to be used.
They are also the means by which products and
services that are in limited supply are rationed among
buyers. The price system of the United States is a
complex network composed of the prices of all the
products bought and sold in the economy as well as
those of a myriad of services, including Ilabor,
professional, transportation, and public-utility services.
The interrelationships of all these prices make up the

"system" of prices.

The price of any particular product or service is
linked to a broad, complicated system of prices in

which everything seems to depend more or less upon
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everything else. If one were to ask a group of randomly
selected individuals to define "price”, many would
reply that price is an amount of money paid by the
buyer to the seller of a product or service or, in other
words, that price is the money value of a product or
service as agreed upon in a market transaction. This
definition is, of course, valid as far as it goes. For a
complete understanding of a price in any particular
transaction, much more than the amount of money
involved must be known. Both the buyer and the seller
should be familiar with not only the money amount, but
with the amount and quality of the product or service to
be exchanged, the time and place at which the
exchange will take place and payment will be made,

the form of money to be used, the credit terms and
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discounts that apply to the transaction, guarantees on
the product or service, delivery terms, return privileges,
and other factors. In other words, both buyer and seller
should be fully aware of all the factors that comprise
the total "package" being exchanged for the asked-for
amount of money in order that they may evaluate a

given price.
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Electricity

The modern age is an age of electricity. People are
so used to electric lights, radio, televisions, and
telephones that it is hard to imagine what life would be
like without them. When there is a power failure,
people grope about in flickering candlelight, cars
hesitate in the streets because there are no traffic lights

to guide them, and food spoils in silent refrigerators.

Yet, people began to understand how electricity
works only a little more than two centuries ago. Nature
has apparently been experimenting in this field for
millions of years. Scientists are discovering more and
more that the living world may hold many interesting

secrets of electricity that could benefit humanity.

-20 -



All living cells send out tiny pulses of electricity.
As the heart beats, it sends out pulses of record; they
form an electrocardiogram, which a doctor can study
to determine how well the heart is working. The brain,
too, sends out brain waves of electricity, which can be
recorded in an electroencephalogram. The electric
currents generated by most living cells are extremely
small -- often so small that sensitive instruments are
needed to record them. But in some animals, certain
muscle cells have become so specialized as electrical
generators that they do not work as muscle cells at all.
When large numbers of these cells are linked together,

the effects can be astonishing.

The electric eel is an amazing storage battery. It

can send a jolt of as much as eight hundred volts of
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electricity through the water in which it lives. (An
electric house current is only one hundred twenty
volts.) As many as four-fifths of all the cells in the
electric eel's body are specialized for generating
electricity, and the strength of the shock it can deliver

corresponds roughly to the length of its body.
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The Beginning of Drama

There are many theories about the beginning of
drama in ancient Greece. The one most widely
accepted today is based on the assumption that drama
evolved from ritual. The argument for this view goes
as follows. In the beginning, human beings viewed the
natural forces of the world - even the seasonal changes
- as unpredictable, and they sought through various
means to control these unknown and feared powers.
Those measures which appeared to bring the desired
results were then retained and repeated until they
hardened into fixed rituals. Eventually stories arose
which explained or veiled the mysteries of the rites.

As time passed some rituals were abandoned, but the
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stories, later called myths, persisted and provided

material for art and drama.

Those who believe that drama evolved out of
ritual also argue that those rites contained the seed of
theater because music, dance, masks, and costumes
were almost always used. Furthermore, a suitable site
had to be provided for performances and when the
entire community did not participate, a clear division
was usually made between the "acting area" and the
"auditorium.” In addition, there were performers, and,
since considerable importance was attached to avoiding
mistakes in the enactment of rites, religious leaders
usually assumed that task. Wearing masks and
costumes, they often impersonated other people,

animals, or supernatural beings, and mimed the desired
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effect -- success in hunt or battle, the coming rain, the
revival of the Sun -- as an actor might. Eventually such
dramatic representations were separated from religious

activities.

Another theory traces the theater's origin from the
human interest in storytelling. According to this view
tales (about the hunt, war, or other feats) are gradually
elaborated, at first through the use of impersonation,
action, and dialogue by a narrator and then through the
assumption of each of the roles by a different person. A
closely related theory traces theater to those dances that
are primarily rhythmical and gymnastic or that are

imitations of animal movements and sounds.
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Television

Television -- the most pervasive and persuasive of
modern technologies, marked by rapid change and
growth -- is moving into a new era, an era of
extraordinary sophistication and versatility, which
promises to reshape our lives and our world. It is an
electronic revolution of sorts, made possible by the

marriage of television and computer technologies.

The word "television", derived from its Greek
(tele: distant) and Latin (visio: sight) roots, can literally
be interpreted as sight from a distance. Very simply
put, it works in this way: through a sophisticated
system of electronics, television provides the capability

of converting an 1image (focused on a special
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photoconductive plate within a camera) into electronic
impulses, which can be sent through a wire or cable.
These impulses, when fed into a receiver (television
set), can then be electronically reconstituted into that

same image.

Television is more than just an electronic system,
however. It is a means of expression, as well as a vehicle
for communication, and as such becomes a powerful tool

for reaching other human beings.

The field of television can be divided into two
categories determined by its means of transmission. First,
there is broadcast television, which reaches the masses
through broad-based airwave transmission of television

signals. Second, there is nonbroadcast television, which
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provides for the needs of individuals or specific interest

groups through controlled transmission techniques.

Traditionally, television has been a medium of the
masses. We are most familiar with broadcast television
because it has been with us for about thirty-seven years in
a form similar to what exists today. During those years, it
has been controlled, for the most part, by the broadcast
networks, ABC, NBC, and CBS, who have been the
major purveyors of news, information, and entertainment.
These giants of broadcasting have actually shaped not
only television but our perception of it as well. We have
come to look upon the picture tube as a source of
entertainment, placing our role in this dynamic medium

as the passive viewer

-28 -



-10-

American Revolution

The American Revolution was not a revolution in
the sense of a radical or total change. It was not a
sudden and violent overturning of the political and
social framework, such as later occurred in France and
Russia, when both were already independent nations.
Significant changes were ushered in, but they were not
breathtaking. What happened was accelerated evolution
rather than outright revolution. During the conflict
itself people went on working and praying, marrying
and playing. Most of them were not seriously disturbed
by the actual fighting, and many of the more isolated

communities scarcely knew that a war was on.

-29 -



America's War of Independence heralded the birth
of three modern nations. One was Canada, which
received its first large influx of English-speaking
population from the thousands of loyalists who fled
there from the United States. Another was Australia,
which became a penal colony now that America was no
longer available for prisoners and debtors. The third
newcomer -- the United States --based itself squarely

on republican principles.

Yet even the political overturn was not so
revolutionary as one might suppose. In some states,
notably Connecticut and Rhode Island, the war largely
ratified a colonial self-rule already existing. British

officials, everywhere ousted, were replaced by a home-
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grown governing class, which promptly sought a local

substitute for king and Parliament.
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The Nobel Academy

For the last 82 years, Sweden's Nobel Academy
has decided who will receive the Nobel Prize in
Literature, thereby determining who will be elevated
from the great and the near great to the immortal. But
today the Academy is coming under heavy criticism

both from without and from within.

Critics contend that the selection of the winners
often has less to do with true writing ability than with
the peculiar internal politics of the Academy and of
Sweden itself. According to Ingmar Bjorksten, the
cultural editor for one of the country's two major
newspapers, the prize continues to represent "what

people call a very Swedish exercise: reflecting Swedish
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tastes." The Academy has defended itself against such
charges of provincialism in its selection by asserting
that its physical distance from the great literary capitals
of the world actually serves to protect the Academy
from outside influences. This may well be true, but
critics respond that this very distance may also be
responsible for the Academy's inability to perceive

accurately authentic trends in the literary world.

Regardless of concerns over the selection
process, however, it seems that the prize will continue
to survive both as an indicator of the literature that we
most highly praise, and as an elusive goal that writers
seek. If for no other reason, the prize will continue to

be desirable for the financial rewards that accompany
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it; not only is the cash prize itself considerable, but it

also dramatically increases sales of an author's books.
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Vision

Human vision, like that of other primates, has
evolved in an arboreal environment. In the dense
complex world of a tropical forest, it is more important
to see well than to develop an acute sense of smell. In
the course of evolution members of the primate line
have acquired large eyes while the snout has shrunk to

give the eye an unimpeded view.

Of mammals only humans and some primates
enjoy color vision. The red flag is black to the bull.
Horses live in a monochrome world. Light visible to
human eyes, however, occupies only a very narrow

band in the whole electromagnetic spectrum.
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Ultraviolet rays are invisible to humans though ants
and honeybees are sensitive to them. Humans have no
direct perception of infrared rays unlike the rattlesnake
which has receptors tuned into wavelengths longer than
0.7 micron. The world would look eerily different if
human eyes were sensitive to infrared radiation. Then
instead of the darkness of night, we would be able to
move easily in a strange shadowless world where
objects glowed with varying degrees of intensity. But
human eyes excel in other ways. They are in fact
remarkably discerning in color gradation. The color
sensitivity of normal human vision is rarely surpassed

even by sophisticated technical devices.
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Folk Cultures

A folk culture is a small isolated, cohesive,
conservative, nearly self-sufficient group that is
homogeneous in custom and race with a strong family
or clan structure and highly developed rituals. Order is
maintained through sanctions based in the religion or
family and interpersonal relationships are strong.
Tradition is paramount, and change comes infrequently
and slowly. There is relatively little division of labor
into specialized duties. Rather, each person is expected
to perform a great variety of tasks, though duties may
differ between the sexes. Most goods are hand-made
and subsistence economy prevails. Individualism is
weakly developed in folk cultures as are social classes.
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Unaltered folk cultures no longer exist in industrialized
countries such as the United States and Canada.
Perhaps the nearest modern equivalent in Anglo
America is the Amish, a German American farming
sect that largely renounces the products and labor
saving devices of the industrial age. In Amish areas,
horse drawn buggies still serve as a local transportation
device and the faithful are not permitted to own
automobiles. The Amish's central religious concept of
Demut "humility" clearly reflects the weakness of
individualism and social class so typical of folk
cultures and there is a corresponding strength of Amish
group identity. Rarely do the Amish marry outside their

sect. The religion, a variety of the Mennonite faith,
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provides the principal mechanism for maintaining

orders.

By contrast a popular culture is a large
heterogeneous group often highly individualistic and
constantly changing. Relationships tend to be
impersonal and a pronounced division of labor exists,
leading to the establishment of many specialized
professions. Secular institutions of control such as the
police and army take the place of religion and family in
maintaining order, and a money-based economy
prevails. Because of these contrasts, "popular" may be
viewed as clearly different from "folk". The popular is
replacing the folk in industrialized countries and in
many developing nations. Folk-made objects give way

to their popular equivalent, usually because the popular
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item is more quickly or cheaply produced, is easier or

time saving to use or leads more prestige to the owner.
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Creating Colors

There are two ways to create colors in a photograph.
One method, called additive, starts with three basic
colors and adds them together to produce some other
colors. The second method, called subtractive, starts
with white light (a mixture of all colors in the
spectrum) and by taking away some or all other colors

leaves the one desired.

In the additive method separate colored lights are
combined to produce various other colors. The three
additive primary colors are green, red and blue (each
proportion, about one third of the wavelengths in the

total spectrum). Mixed in varying proportions, they can
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produce all colors. Green and red light mix to produce
yellow, red and blue light mix to produce magenta,
green and blue mix to produce cyan. When equal parts
of all three of these primary colored beams of light

overlap, the mixture appears white to the eye.

In the subtractive process, colors are produced
when dye (as in paint or color photographic materials)
absorbs some wavelengths and so passes on only part
of the spectrum. The subtractive primaries are cyan (a
bluish green), magenta (a purplish pink), and yellow;
these are the pigments or dyes that absorb red, green
and blue wavelengths, respectively, thus subtracting
them from white light. These dye colors are the
complementary colors to the three additive primaries of

red, green and blue. Properly combined, the subtractive
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primaries can absorb all colors of light, producing
black. But, mixed in varying proportions they too can

produce any color in the spectrum.

Whether a particular color is obtained by adding
colored lights together or by subtracting some light
from the total spectrum, the result looks the same to the
eye. The additive process was employed for early color
photography. But the subtractive method, while
requiring complex chemical techniques, has turned out
to be more practical and is the basis of all modern color

films.
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Organic Foods

Are organically grown foods the best food
choices? The advantages claimed for such foods over
conventionally grown and marketed food products are
now being debated. Advocates of organic foods -- a
term whose meaning varies greatly -- frequently
proclaim that such products are safer and more

nutritious than others.

The growing interest of consumers in the safety
and nutritional quality of the typical North American
diet is a welcome development. However, much of this
interest has been sparked by sweeping claims that the
food supply is unsafe or inadequate in meeting

nutritional needs. Although most of these claims are
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not supported by scientific evidence, the preponderance
of written material advancing such claims makes it
difficult for the general public to separate fact from
fiction. As a result, claims that eating a diet consisting
entirely of organically grown foods prevents or cures
disease or provides other benefits to health have
become widely publicized and form the basis for

folklore.

Almost daily the public is besieged by claims for
"no-aging" diets, new vitamins and other wonder foods.
There are numerous unsubstantiated reports that natural
vitamins are superior to synthetic ones, that fertilized
eggs are nutritionally superior to unfertilized eggs, that
untreated grains are better than fumigated grains and

the like.
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One thing that most organically grown food
products seem to have in common is that they cost
more than conventionally grown foods. But in many
cases consumers are misled if they believe organic
foods can maintain health and provide better nutritional
quality than conventionally grown foods. So there is
real cause for concern if consumers particularly those
with limited incomes, distrust the regular food supply

and buy only expensive organic foods instead.
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Pottery

Ancient people made clay pottery because they
needed it for their survival. They used the pots they
made for cooking, storing food, and carrying things
from place to place. Pottery was so important to early
cultures that scientists now study it to learn more about
ancient civilizations. The more advanced the pottery in
terms of decoration, materials, glazes and manufacture,

the more advanced the culture itself.

The artisan who makes pottery in North America
today utilizes his or her skill and imagination to create
items that are beautiful as well as functional,
transforming something ordinary into something

special and unique.
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The potter uses one of the Earth's most basic
materials, clay. Clay can be found almost anywhere.
Good pottery clay must be free from all small stones
and other hard materials that would make the potting
process difficult. Most North American artisan potters
now purchase commercially processed clay, but some
find the clay they need right in the earth close to where

they work.

The most important tools potters use are their
own hands; however, they also use wire loop tools,
wooden modeling tools, plain wire, and sponges. Plain
wire is used to cut away the finished pot from its base

on the potter's wheel.

After a finished pot is dried of all its moisture in

the open air, it is placed in a kiln and fired. The first
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firing hardens the pottery, and it is then ready to be

glazed and fired again.

For areas where they do not want any glaze, such
as the bottom of the pot, artisans paint on melted wax
that will later burn off in the kiln. They then pour on
the liquid glaze and let it run over the clay surface,

making any kind of decorative pattern that they want.
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The American Civil War

The military aspect of the United States Civil War
has always attracted the most attention from scholars.
The roar of gunfire, the massed movements of
uniformed men, the shrill of bugles, and the drama of
hand to hand combat have fascinated students of

warfare for a century.

Behind the lines, however, life was less
spectacular. It was the story of back breaking labor to
provide the fighting men with food and arms, of nerve
tingling uncertainty about the course of national events,
of heartbreak over sons or brothers or husbands lost in

battle. If the men on the firing line won the victories,
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the means to those victories were forged on the home

front.

Never in the nation's history had Americans
worked harder for victory than in the Civil War.
Northerners and Southerners alike threw themselves
into the task of supplying their respective armies. Both
governments made tremendous demands upon civilians

and, in general, received willing cooperation.

By 1863 the Northern war economy was rumbling
along in high gear. Everything from steamboats to
shovels was needed and produced. Denied Southern
cotton, textile mills turned to wool for blankets and
uniforms. Hides by the hundreds of thousands were
turned into shoes and harness and saddles; ironworks

manufactured locomotives, ordnance, and armor plate.
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Where private enterprise lagged, the government set up

its own factories or arsenals.

Agriculture boomed, with machinery doing the
job of farm workers drawn into the army. In short,
everything that a nation needed to fight a modern war
was produced in uncounted numbers. Inevitably there
were profiteers with gold headed canes and flamboyant
diamond stickpins, but for every crooked tycoon there
were thousands of ordinary citizens living on fixed
incomes who did their best to cope with rising prices
and still make a contribution to the war effort. Those
who could buy war bonds: others knitted, sewed,

nursed, or lent any other assistance in their power,
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Women in Colonial North America

The status of women in colonial North America
has been well studied and described and can be briefly
summarized. Throughout the colonial period there was
a marked shortage of women, which varied with the
regions and was always greatest in the frontier areas.
This favorable ratio enhanced women's status and

position and allowed them to pursue different careers.

The Puritans, the religious sect that dominated the
early British colonies in North America, regarded
idleness as a sin, and believed that life in an
underdeveloped country made it absolutely necessary
that each member of the community perform an

economic function. Thus work for women, married or
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single, was not only approved, it was regarded as a
civic duty. Puritan town councils expected widows and
unattached women to be self supporting and for a long

time provided needy spinsters with parcels of land.

There was no social sanction against married
women working; on the contrary, wives were expected
to help their husbands in their trade and won social
approval for doing extra work in or out of the home.
Needy children, girls as well as boys, were indentured
or apprenticed and were expected to work for their

keep.

The vast majority of women worked within their
homes, where their labor produced most articles needed

for the family. The entire colonial production of cloth

-54 -



and clothing and partially that of shoes was in the

hands of women.

In addition to these occupations, women were
found in many different kinds of employment. They
were  butchers,  silversmiths, gunsmiths and
upholsterers. They ran mills, plantations, tanyards,
shipyards, and every kind of shop, tavern, and
boardinghouse. They were gatekeepers, jail keepers,
sextons, journalists, printers, apothecaries, midwives,

nurses, and teachers.
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Satiric Literature

Perhaps the most striking quality of satiric
literature is its freshness, its originality of perspective.
Satire rarely offers original ideas. Instead, it presents
the familiar in a new form. Satirists do not offer the
world new philosophies. What they do is to look at
familiar conditions from a perspective that makes these
conditions seem foolish, harmful, or affected. Satire
jars us out of complacence into a pleasantly shocked
realization that many of the values we unquestioningly
accept are false. Don Quixote derides the stupidity of
knights Brave New World ridicules the pretensions of
science; A Modest Proposal dramatizes starvation by
advocating cannibalism. None of these ideas is
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original. Chivalry was suspect before Cervantes,
humanists objected to the claims of pure science before
Aldous Huxley, and people were aware of famine
before Swift. It was not the originality of the idea that
made these satires popular. It was the manner of
expression, the satiric method that made them
interesting and entertaining. Satires are read because
they are aesthetically satisfying works of art, not
because they are morally wholesome or ethically
instructive. They are stimulating and refreshing
because with commonsense briskness they brush away
illusions and secondhand opinions. With spontaneous
irreverence, satire rearranges perspectives, scrambles
familiar objects into incongruous juxtaposition, and

speaks in a personal idiom instead of abstract platitude.
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Satire exists because there is need for it. It has
lived because readers appreciate a refreshing stimulus,
an irreverent reminder that they live in a world of
platitudinous thinking, cheap moralizing, and foolish
philosophy. Satire serves to prod people into an
awareness of truth, though rarely to any action on
behalf of truth. Satire tends to remind people that much
of what they see, hear, and read in popular media is
sanctimonious, sentimental, and only partially true.
Life resembles in only a slight degree the popular
image of it. Soldiers rarely hold the ideals that movies
attribute to them, nor do ordinary citizens devote their
lives to unselfish service of humanity. Intelligent
people know these things but tend to forget them when

they do not hear them expressed.
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Food and Health

The food we eat seems to have profound effects
on our health. Although science has made enormous
steps in making food more fit to eat, it has, at the same
time, made many foods unfit to eat. Some research has
shown that perhaps eighty percent of all human
illnesses are related to diet and forty percent of cancer
Is related to the diet as well, especially cancer of the
colon. Different cultures are more prone to contract
certain illnesses because of the food that is
characteristic in these cultures. That food is related to

illness is not a new discovery.

In 1945, government researchers realized that

nitrates and nitrites, commonly used to preserve color
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in meats, and other food additives, caused cancer. Yet,
these carcinogenic additives remain in our food, and it
becomes more difficult all the time to know which
things in the packaging labels of processed food are
helpful or harmful. The additives which we eat are not
all so direct. Farmers often give penicillin to beef and
poultry, and because of this, penicillin has been found
in the milk of treated cows. Sometimes similar drugs
are administered to animals not for medicinal
purposes, but for financial reasons. The farmers are
simply trying to fatten the animals in order to obtain a
higher price on the market. Although the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) has tried repeatedly to

control these procedures, the practices continue.
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Police and Communities

Few institutions are more important to an urban
community than its police, yet there are few subjects
historians know so little about. Most of the early
academic interests developed among political
scientists and sociologists, who usually examined
their own contemporary problems with only a nod
toward the past. Even the public seemed concerned
only during crime waves, periods of Dblatant
corruption, or after a particularly grisly episode. Party
regulars and reformers generally viewed the
institution from a political perspective; newspapers
and magazines - the nineteenth century's media -
emphasized the vivid and spectacular.
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Yet urban society has always vested a wide,
indeed awesome, responsibility in its police. Not only
were they to maintain order, prevent crime, and
protect life and property, but historically they were
also to fight fires, suppress vice, assist in health
services, supervise elections, direct traffic, inspect
buildings, and locate truants and runaways. In
addition, it was assumed that the police were the
special guardians of the citizens' liberties and the
community's tranquility. Of course, the performance
never matched expectations. The record contains
some success, but mostly failure; some effective
leadership, but largely official incompetence and
betrayal. The notion of a professional police force in

America is a creation of the twentieth century; not
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until our own times have cities begun to take the steps

necessary to produce modern departments.
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Population Growth

The growth of population during the past few
centuries is no proof that population will continue to
grow straight upward toward infinity and doom. On the
contrary, demographic history offers evidence that
population growth has not been at all constant.
According to paleoecologist Edward Deevey, the past
million years show three momentous changes. The
first, a rapid increase in population around one million
B. C., followed the innovations of tool making and
tool using. But when the new power from the use of
tools has been exploited, the rate of world population

growth fell and became almost stable.
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The next rapid jump in population started
perhaps 10,000 years ago, when mankind began to
keep herds, plow and plant the earth. Once again when
initial productivity gains had been absorbed, the rate
of population growth abated. These two episodes
suggest that the third great change, the present rapid
growth, which began in the West between 250 and 350
years ago, may also slow down when, or if,
technology begins to yield fewer innovations. Of
course, the current knowledge revolution may
continue without foreseeable end. Either way -
contrary to popular belief in constant geometric growth
- population can be expected in the long run to adjust to

productivity. And when one takes this view, population
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growth is seen to represent economic progress and

human triumph rather than social failure.
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Mother's Day

A special day for the celebration of mothers can be
traced to the times of ancient Greece when tribute was
paid to Rhea, the mother of many of the Greek gods.
Early Christians also paid tribute to Mary, the mother of
God, during Lent. This tribute evolved into “Mothering
Sunday” in England. “Mothering Sunday” is a
celebration of all mothers, and is observed on the fourth

Sunday of Lent.

In 1872, in America, Julia Ward Howe, the author
of "The Battle Hymn of the Republic”, suggested the
idea of Mother's Day. However, Anna Jarvis is credited
with creating Mother's Day in 1905. Anna Jarvis

campaigned for Mother’s Day as a tribute to her mother,

-67 -



who had tried to establish Mother's Friendship Day to

help heal the scars of the Civil War in America.

In 1910, West Virginia became the first state to
adopt a formal holiday to recognize mothers. A year
later, nearly every state officially marked the day of
celebration. In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson
proclaimed Mother's Day as a national holiday, to be
held on the second Sunday of May. Today, Mother's Day
Is celebrated in many countries throughout the world,
although the celebrations do not fall on the same day in

gvery country.

Mother’s Day 1is celebrated in wvarious ways,
depending on the country, the family, and the mother.
Many families honor mothers by dining out, giving

flowers, sending cards, giving gifts, and visits.
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Additionally, Mother’s Day is reported to be one of the

busiest days of the year for telephone calls.

Mother's Day should be every day. Mothers nurture
us, teach us, protect us, and make us feel special.
Mothers are the people in our lives who are most

responsible for the way we grow and mature.
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