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Get ready to listen and speak  

For each expression, write 1 (to start a conversation), 2 (to try to end a conversation), 3 (to say goodbye). 

Hi, there   How are you doing?  Talk to you later.  

I’ve got to go  See you around.   I guess I’d better be going  

See you later   Have a nice weekend.   Right, I must dash.  

How’s it going?  What’s up?  It was nice talking with you.  

 

A Listening – Introducing yourself 

(1) Listen and match each conversation (1-4) with a picture (a-d): 

    

 

 

(2) Listen to each conversation again. Tick  the expressions in Get ready to listen and speak that 

you hear. 

 
 

 

(3) Listen once more and add any more expresisons to the list.  

 

Unit 1 – How are things?  
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B Listening – A friendly chat  

(1) Martin and Ana work together in Singapore. Listen and answer the questions.   

(a) Do they know each other?  ………………………………………………………… 

(b) Where do you think they work?  ………………………………………………………… 
 

(2) Listen again and tick True, False or Don’t know.    
 True  False  Don’t know 

(a) Ana started her job a month ago.    

(b)  She works on reception.    

(c) She is from Brazil     

(d)  Martin hasn‘t been in Singapore long.     

(e) He has had the same job for three year.    

(f) Ana used to work in London.    

(g)  Many of her family live in London.    

(h) She left her last job because of stress.     
 

C Speaking – Reacting to what you hear   

 

Speaking strategy: Agreeing  

(1) You can be friendly by saying Me too or Me 

neither to agree with the person you are 

speaking to. This also shows you have 

understood and helps to keep the conversation 

going. Look at these extracts from martin and 

Ana‘s conversation.  

Ana: How long have you been here in Singapore? 

Martin: Nearly three years now. I like it a lot. 

Ana: Me too. 

Ana:  I don‘t like big cities.  

Martin: Me neither. 

 

Speak up  

 (2) Listen to each statement and agree 

using Me too or Me neither.  

Example: a 

You hear: I don’t like chicken.  

You say: Me neither.  

Did you know...?  

Singapore has four official languages: Malay, Mandarin 

Chinese, Tamil and English.  

Many people also speak ‗Singlish‘, a Singaporean version 

of English 
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D Speaking – Maintaining a conversation    

 

Speaking strategy: Asking follow-up questions   

(1) Look at this extract from the 

conversation between Martin and Ana. 

Notice the follow-up question that Martin 

asks.   

Martin: Where were you before you moved here? 

Ana: At the Regent Palace, in London.  

Martin:  That’s a big place, isn’t it? 

(2) Think of at least two possible follow-up 

questions for each statement below:  

(a) I went to the cinema last night.  

………………………………………………….. 

(b) I work in New York. 

………………………………………………….. 

(c) My computer doesn‘t work.  

………………………………………………….. 

(d) I bought a jumper yesterday.  

………………………………………………….. 

(e) I‘m going to start a cookery course soon. 

………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

Speak up  

  
  (3) Listen to five statements. Respond with 

follow-up questions.   

Example: a 

You hear: I read a book at the weekend, but it 

was terrible.   

You say: Oh, really, What book did you 

read? / Why didn’t you like it? 

 

 
 

When you are talking with someone, you should 

try to participate as actively as you can. As well 

as reacting to what you hear, you should develop 

the conversation further by asking additional 

questions to find out more information.   

Learning Tip 
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Class bonus  

(1) Imagine you and your partner were on holiday last week. Write five statements about 

what you did on your holiday. 

(2) Find a new partner and take turns to talk about your holiday. How many follow-up 

questions can your partner ask about each statement?  
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E Listening – Expressing opinions    

   
 (1) Listen and match each 

conversation (1-6) to a topic (a-f).   

 (2) Listen to each conversation 
again. Do the people agree or disagree?    

  
 

(1)  ………………………………………. 
(2)  ……………………………………… 

(3)  ……………………………………… 

(4)  ……………………………………… Expressions to agree with someone  
(5)  ……………………………………… ……………………..That’s exactly what I think ………….…………... 
(6)  ……………………………………… …………………………………………………………………….…… 

 (3) Listen once more and write 
three expressions in each column.     

………………………………………………………………………..… 
Expressions to disagree with someone  

……………………………………..…………………………………… 
……………………………………..………… ……………………………………..………………………………….… 

 

F Speaking  – Defending opinions     Speak up 

Speaking strategy: Arguing your point  
(2) Listen to each statement in Exercise 1 (a-e) 

and speak each response.  
(1) Match each statement (a-e) with a response (1-5). 

(a)  I think politicians these days are all the same.   (3) Listen again to each stament and give a 
different response. Begin eah reply with one of the 
expressions in bold.   

(b)  I believe that marriage should be for life.  
 

(c)  

From my point of view, killing animals for sport 
is wrong 

 
(4) Now listen and respond to five more 

statements. Begin each reply with one of the expressions 
in bold.  

(d)  
It seems to me that the world is getting more 
dangerous   Example: a 

(e)  
In my opinion, working overtime is too 
stressful.  You hear: 

If you ask me, there are too many cars on 
the roads these days.  

(1)  
You may be right, but a lot of people enjoy hunting.  

You say: 
I know what you mean, but everyone 
needs a car.  

(2)  I may be wrong, but isn‘t there less crime these 
days? 

 

(3)  
I agree to some extent, but the extra money is 
handy. 

 

(4)  Yes, but it‘s still important to vote.   

(5)  I know what you mean, but isn‘t divorce increasing?  
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Get ready to listen and speak  

 Which kind of restaurants do you like to go to?  
 What do you usually have to eat when you go out 

for a meal? 

Expensive restaurants  ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Small, local restaurants  ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Family restaurants  ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Fast food restaurants  ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Self-service restaurants  ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

A Listening – In a restaurant 

 (1) Listen to these questions. Tick  when a waiter might ask each question.  

 Before the meal During the meal 

 

a    

b   

c   

d   

e   

f   

g   

h   

 

 (2) Listen again and match each question 

(a-h) with a reply (1-8).      (3) Look at these three short conversations. Try 

to guess the mising words. Then listen and check.  

(1) Yes, I‘ve booked a table for eight o‘clock.  
 

(1) Customer: Hello. I …booked a table ….. for seven 

o‘clokc. The name‘s Katai 

(2) No, thank you. I‘ll keep it with me.        Waiter: Ah, yes. Follow me, please.  

(3) Oh, yes, please. It‘s very nice.   (2) Waiter: Are you ……………………….? 

(4) Yes, it‘s wonderful, thank you.   
Customer: Yes, for ………………….. I‘d like the soup, 

please.  

(5) Not yet. can we have a little more time?  Waiter: And for your ……………………………..…..? 

(6) Not for me, thank you. I‘m full.   Customer: I‘ll have the salmon, thank you.  

(7) Oh, it looks lovely! Thank you.   Waiter: Very good. And would you like ……….…...... 

(8) Yes, please. I‘ll have an orange juice.   Customer: Just some mineral water, please.  

 
(3) Waiter: Would you like ……………………………? 

Customer: No, tahnks. I‘m full. Can I have ….…….., 

please? 

 

Unit 2 – Can I take your coat?  
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Get ready to listen and speak  

 Match each type of accommodation (a-e) with a picture 

(1-5).   

 Look at these adjectives you can use to describe 

houses and flats. Write P (positive) or N (negative) 

next to each adjective  

(a)  a semi-detached house   modern   spacious   

(b)  a cottage   cramped   comfortable   

(c)  a terraced house   private   shabby   

(d)  a detached house   quiet   bright   

(e)  a block of flats   noisy   messy   

 

isolated   dingy      

 Tick  the adjectives that describe your home.  

 How important are these factors to you when choosing 

a home to live in? Give each one a number (1-5).  

(1 = unimportant, 5 = extremely important)  

size  location   
style   price   

 

A Listening – Explaining your requirements  

 

(1) Oleg has just stated work in Dublin, Ireland. He is looking 
for a place to stay and decides to phone an agency. Listen and 
answer the questions.  
(a)  Is he going to share or live alone? ………………………………. 
(b)  Does he want to rent or buy a property? ………………………… 

(2) Listen again and complete the form on the right  

 (3) Now listen to the second half of the conversation. Tick  
the property he decides to go and see.   

 
 

 

Unit 3 – I’m looking for a flat  
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Unit 4 – I’d like a refund, please  
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Get ready to listen and speak   Unscramble the eltters to find ten 

types of film. Can you think of an 

example for each one   Do you watch a lot of TV?   

Not really, I only watch programs I like.   (a)  ecdoym  ………………… 

I watch quite a lot of TV.   (b)  orhror  ………………… 

Yes, I‘m a real telly addict.   (c)  eiccnse tiiocfn ………………… 

 Do you prefer to watch films at the cinema or at home or on 

DVD? 
(d)  rwa ………………… 

 (e)  itlhlerr  ………………… 

(f)  tfasayn  ………………… 

(g)  iaocnt ………………… 

(h)  ovle osryt ………………… 

(i)  tweerns ………………… 

(j)  aatinoimn ………………… 

 

A Listening – A film review 

 

 (1) Listen to Matthew Jerkins, a film critic, talk 

about a new film. Note down who those people are.  
Jane Martins  …… A maid in a large country house ….. 

Charles Danton  ………………………………………….. 

Helen Richards  ………………………………………….. 

Peter Kite  ………………………………………….. 

Kevin Hadley  ………………………………………….. 

 

 

Unit 5 – I there anything on?  

Did you know...?  

Although most internationally famous movies are made in 

English, every year an Oscar is given for the Best Foreign 

Language Film. Past Winners include Crouching Tiger, 

Hidden Dragon (Taiwan), life is beautiful (Italy), 

Babette’s Feast (Denmark), and Tsotsi (South Africa). 
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B Speaking – Descrying films   

Speaking Strategy: talking about films  Speak up! 

(1) Write P (positive) or N (negative) next 

to each word or expression.   

(3) Think of a film you like. Look at the questions below and make notes. 

 

heart-warming  P   

well-acted  ……...  

lots of twists and turns ……..  

too long ……..  

a bit boring ……..  

very surprising  ……..  

gripping ………  

utterly believable  ……..  

original  ……...  

predictable  ……..  

(2) Listen to the film review again. Tick  

the words and expressions in Exercise 1 that you 

hear. 

(4) Now talk about the film. If possible, record yourself and play 

back te recording afterwads. Can you identify any areas to 

improve?  
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Unit 6 – I’ve got a pain in my arm  
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Get ready to listen and speak  

 Who do you prefer to travel with? 

with family   with frineds   alone   With your partner   

 Which is the best way to travel?  

with a tour, where everything is organized for you  

just looking hotels and transport in advance   

with no fixed plan, amking all the arrangments yourself en route   

 Match each type of holiday (a-f) with a picture (1-6).  

(a) a cruise   (b) a skiing holiday   (c) a holiday by the seaside   

(d) a city break   (e) a camping holiday   (f) an activity holiday   

 
 

 (2) Listen and write the type of holiday each 

speaker prefers.    
 (3) Listen again and complete the key words and 

expression that help identify each type of holiday each 

speaker is describing.      
(1)  ………a holiday be the seaside ……… 

1 
realxing on the .. beach.., ..swimming.., playing in the .. 

sea.., making ..sand castles… 

(2)  ………………………………………… 2 looking around …., going to …., hooping on …. a ….. bus 

(3)  ………………………………………… 3 catching the …., top of the …., ….. down, fantastic ……… 

(4)  ………………………………………… 4 ………. riding, ……...., …….-riding, doing …….… things  

(5)  ………………………………………… 5 being ……, walking up in ……….., going  …………..  

(6)  ………………………………………… 6 sit on the ……………. and relax, look ………………….  

 

  

Unit 7 – I could do without a break   

Learning Tip 

Listening for key words and phrases is an important skill. Try to group the words and phrases 

you hear into similar topics or themes. For example, if you hear class, exam, teacher and 

homework, then the topic might be school.  
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Get ready to listen and speak  

 Where was the last place you visited on a sightseeing trip?  

 Did you enjoy it?  

………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………… 

 Put each verb in the correct place.  

 

go on   work out  travel  do have  

 

 What is the best way to look around a city? Number 

these options in order (1-4). 

(a) ..do… some sightseeing / everything on your list  

(b) ……… a look around / a rest  

on your own  …………………………… (c) ……… where you are / what to do  

with a friend  …………………………… (d) ……… a guided tour / an excursion  

with a group of friends  …………………………… (e) ……… around by bus / independently  

on a guided tour  ……………………………  
 

A Listening – A short break  
Did You know…? 
The worldwide tourist industry is worth over 500 

billion euros a year. The most popular tourist 

destination in the world is Paris. Over 25 million 

people a year visit the city. Howver , the fastest-

growing reion for tourism is Asia.  

 

 (1) Mark is asking his friend Emmanuel for advice on 

going to Paris. Listen and tick  the topics Emmanuel mentions.     
 

accomodation   food   money   safety   

transport   nightlife   weather   attractions   
 

 (2) Tick  True or False for each statement. Then Listen again and check.  

(a) Mark is going To Paris next weekend.  True False  

 

(b) he hasn‘t found anywhere to stay in.    

(c) Taking the Metro is easy but expensive.    

(d) It‘s possible to walk to most of the main sights.   

(e) Changing money can be difficult.    

(f) Emmanuel thinks Paris is more dangerous than 

London 
  

(3) (a) Where does Emmanuel say Mark can find a cheap place 

to stay?  
……………………………………………..…………………….. 

  (b) Why is it a lovely area of the city?  

……………………………………………..…………………….. 
 

Unit 8 – It’s an amazing place!   
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D Speaking – Finding out information (1)     Speak up! 

Speaking strategy: Making polite requests  (3) Imagine you are going on a short sightseeing trip. 

You know someone who comes from the place you are 

visiting. Ask politely for information. 

(1) Look at this extract. Underline the phrase Mark 

uses to ask Emmanuel for information about Paris. 

As you‘re from Paris, I was wondering if you could 

give me some tips? 
Example:  a 

(2) Here are some more expressions you can use. 

Notice the expressions in bold.  

You say: I was wondering if you could suggest a good place 

to stay?  

Do you think you could suggest a few places to see?  (a)   accommodation  (b)  weather  

I don’t suppose you know anywhere good to stay? (c)  transport  (d)  safety  

I wonder if you’d mind giving me a bit for advice? (e)  money  (f)  food  

 (g)  nightlife  (h)  shopping  
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Get ready to listen and speak  

 Complete the phrases with for, of or with  Match each verb with a phrase  

(a) work ….for… a big company   (a)  solve  (1)  a file by mistake   

(b) be in charge ……… overseas projects  (b)  connect to  (2)  a faulty telephone   

(c) be head ………….. a big department   (c)  arrange  (3)  the internet   

(d) be responsible ………… making important 

decisions. 
 (d)  delete  (4)  a problem   

(e) deal ………… with complinats and queries  (e)  repair  (5)  a meeting  

 Now tick  the things you would like to do   

A Listening – Asking for services 

 

 (1) Vicky works at a small marketing agency in Florida, US. There is a 

problem with the office photocopier, so she phones a local office supplies 

company. Listen and answer the questions.  

(a)  Is the photocopier still under guarantee?  

……………
Yes, it has two years left on its guarantee

………………………… 

(b)  When did Kelta and Co buy it? 

………………………………………………………
 
………………………… 

(c)  What exactly is wrong with the photocopier? 

………………………………………………………
 
………………………… 

(d)  Has Vicky tried to fix it herself?  

………………………………………………………
 
………………………… 

(e)  When is she told someone can come to fix it? 

………………………………………………………
 
………………………… 

(f)  What time does she finally agree?  

………………………………………………………
 
………………………… 

(2) Tick  how you would describe the attitude of the assistant Vicky speaks to. 

1.  helpful  3.  unfriendly   

2.  professional  4.  uncooperative   

(3) How satisfied is Vicky with the service she receives. Tick  your answer  

(A)  very satisfied   

(B)  quite satisfied   

(C)  not very satisfied   

(D)  very dissatisfied   

Unit 9 – Shall we say five o’clock?   

Learning Tip:  

When you are listening to someone, try to notice the speaker’s tone of 

voice. The way the speaker sounds can tell you a lot about their attitude.  
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Unit 10 – I’d like to open an account   
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GRAMMAR, VOCABULARYAND WRITTEN STRUCTURES EXERCISES – TEST (1) 

(I)  Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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Earthquakes are amongst the most destructive ……………….…… (1) disasters. They usually 

……………….…… (2) without any warning and …..…………….…… (3) in a great 

……………….…… (4) of life and an enormous demolition of buildings. Additionally, they may cause 

devastating landslides or create gigantic tidal waves which, in ……………….…… (5), are colossal walls 

of water smashing into seashores with such force that they are ……………….…… (6) of destroying 

coastal cities. However, the ……………….…… (7) majority of fatalities and serious injuries 

……………….…… (8) about when buildings ……………….…… (9).  

Most frequently, the earthquake lasts 30 to 60 seconds, so usually there is no time to 

……………….…… (10 the mortal ……………….…… (11) once the shaking starts. The savage forces 

of an earthquake trigger ……………….…… (12) a complex chain ……………….…… (13) in the 

building‘s structure when it is shaken, lifted, pushed or pulled. A building‘s height, its shape and 

construction materials are the most significant ……………….…… (14) deciding about the survival or 

collapse of the structure and, consequently, about the life or death of its ……………….…… (15).  

1.  
(A) nature    (B) naturalistic  (C) natural (D) native 

2.  
(A) hit  (B) strike   (C) fall (D) attack 

3.  
(A) result    (B) effect (C) lead  (D) cause  

4.  
(A) fatality   (B) waste  (C) harm  (D) loss 

5.  
(A) fact   (B) certainty  (C) honesty  (D) truth  

6.  
(A) potential   (B) conceivable  (C) capable  (D) possible  

7.  
(A) wide  (B) broad  (C) full  (D) vast  

8.  
(A) bring   (B) come  (C) lay  (D) make  

9.  
(A) demolish   (B) jumble  (C) destroy  (D) collapse  

10.  
(A) avert   (B) evade  (C) abstain  (D) restrain  

11.  
(A) upkeep   (B) upturn  (C) upshot   (D) uptake  

12.  
(A) up   (B) on  (C) out   (D) off  

13.  
(A) activity   (B) motion  (C) progress  (D) reaction  

14.  
(A) factors   (B) phenomena  (C) points   (D) ingredients  

15.  
(A) settlers   (B) citizens  (C) inhabitants   (D) burghers  

 

(II) Choose the words that best complete the sentences in the text 
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1.  
Does it make any ………………. (DIFFER) to them if we pay by cheque?  

2.  

The two boys should receive a just punishment. Their ……….. (BEHAVE) at the inauguration 

ceremony was really outrageous. 

3.  

Couldn‘t you provide us with a more ……………. (PRACTICE) scheme? The one you have just 

devised is not sensible at all.  

4.  

As a matter of fact, the realization of the project itself isn‘t so …………. (TROUBLE) as the initial 

conditions we have to accept.  

5.  
Jason is the most …………. (TRUTH) person I know. He never tells lies.  

6.  

Mutual accusations will get you nowhere. You‘d better try to find a more reasonable …………. 

(SOLVE) to your conflict. 

7.  

The main cause of the current crisis in the party seems to be the deep …………. (DIVIDE) between 

its members.  

8.  
It‘s most …………. (FASHION) among youths these days to spend their free time in the cinema.  

9.  

Unfortunately, none of us managed to convince the director of the benefits that our experiment might 

bring. His …………. (APPROVE) grew even stronger when Jack mentioned the possible cost of the 

venture.  

10.  

Cindy and Mike‘s close …………. (FRIEND) finally developed into a profound feeling and 

culminated in their marriage last year.  

11.  
Nobody has applied for the mission knowing how …………. (HAZARD) it may be.  

12.  

Tom has lost his …………. (CONFIDE) in conventional medicine after many years of unsuccessful 

treatment and has opted for acupuncture.   

13.  
‗What‘s the …………. (LONG) of this rope?‘    -‗It‘s six metres long.‘ 

14.  

Mar‘s been terribly busy this week. It‘s …………. (DOUBT) whether he‘ll attend our performance 

tomorrow.  

15.  

- ‗Why didn‘t you react to my warning?‘ 

- ‗They might not have understood its discreet …………. (MEAN).‘ 

 

 

(III) Put the words in the correct form 



Listening & Conversations – Level II 
 

47 
 

 

 

AT BETWEEN  BY IN FOR FROM OF ON WITH  

1.  

Although Mrs. Parker was bitterly jealous …………. her friend‘s higher wages in the company, she 

managed to avoid making sharp comments.  

2.  

The committee doesn‘t support any immediate changes. They say the modifications should be 

introduced step …………. step.  

3.  
The landlord was very generous to us. All that we consumed in his inn was …………. the house.  

4.  

We can‘t give up, Now that we have gone through the most difficult part of the route we must reach 

Khartoum …………. any cost. 

5.  

If you had informed us …………. advance that you wouldn‘t be giving any seminar we wouldn‘t 

have gone to the trouble of making all the necessary arrangements.  

6.  

Jack‘s great interest …………. Unidentified Flying Objects seems quite odd to his friends, but the 

boy considers it an absorbing hobby.  

7.  
What unavoidably makes me angry …………. Frank is his inability to take prompt decisions.  

8.  

The football star is going to spend holidays in a secluded place where he expects to hide …………. 

the curious journalists and photographers.  

9.  
All the candidates, except …………. Mr. Jerkins, have scored the required number of points.  

10.  
Customers used to complain about the high prices of food, meat …………. particular.  

11.  

Learning this long definition …………. heart, at first, seemed an impossible task. But, finally, I was 

successful …………. memorizing it.  

12.  

Instead …………. a long speech at the beginning of the meeting, the chairman only gave a short 

welcome to all the participants.  

13.  

Only mark was keen …………. going fishing early in the morning. The rest of the company felt too 

tired after their long journey.  

14.  
Tell the children to stop fooling around or I‘ll lose my patience …………. them.  

15.  
There‘s no diffrence …………. price …………. these two printers.  

 

(IV) Insert the correct preposition(s) 
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1.  

It wasn‘t Tom that you saw in the department store, for sure.  

It couldn‘t ……………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2.  

We had to call the doctor because the baby had a high temperature. (because of). 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

3.  

If I were you, I wouldn‘t tell anybody about the discovery. 

You had  …………………………………………………………………………….………………….. 

4.  

The boys laughed at the man in spite of his old age. (fun of) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

5.  

You are all welcome to take any food you like.  

Help ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

6.  

What was the reason for his resignation?  (made)  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

7.  

Did the children enjoy themselves during the performance?  (good time)  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

8.  

We haven‘t had any message from him since March. (heard)  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

9.  

You don‘t have to worry about the future. (no need)  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

10.  

All the students were awarded diplomas.  

Every …………………………………………………………………………………..……………….. 

 

(V) Rewrite the sentences using the given forms so that they retain their original meaning. 
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1.  

If you go on …………… me like this, I will never be able to finish writing my report.  

(a) disturbing  (b) afflicting  (c) concerning   (d) affecting  

2.  

Turn off this machine, please. The harsh sound really …………… me crazy.  

(a) takes  (b) worries  (c) drives  (d) bothers  

3.  

Everyone knew that …………… this task would require a considerable effort.  

(a) working  (b) engaging  (c) making  (d) completing  

4.  

Mr. Tanner did his best to fix the faulty oven, but his …………… at repairing electrical devices 

wasn‘t good enough to succeed.  

(a) service  (b) skill  (c) technique  (d) craft  

5.  

Judy didn‘t …………… for a second to agree to Mike‘s proposal as she had been in love with the 

boy for a long time. 

(a) decide  (b) linger  (c) hesitate  (d) await  

6.  

Don‘t get so nervous about his coming late. When you get to know him better, you‘ll learn to take it 

……………  . 

(a) easy  (b) loose  (c) nice  (d) fine  

7.  

The inconsiderate driver was …………… for parking his vehicle in the wrong place.  

(a) inflicted  (b) condemned  (c) harassed  (d) fined  

8.  

The idea to …………… a visit to the local council residence was welcomed by all the visitors.  

(a) do  (b) pay  (c) go  (d) walk 

9.  

His …………… of the safety regulations really can‘t be ignored any longer.  

(a) disregard (b) unfamiliarity  (c) carelessness  (d) inattention  

10.  

Let‘s  …………… the place, it looks so gloomy and unpleasant.  

(a) miss (b) abandon  (c) depart  (d) disappear  

11.  What are you saying is quite ……………, so give us, please, more details on the situation.  

(VI) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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(a) famous  (b) accustomed  (c) obvious  (d) familiar  

12.  

For a short while, I managed to catch …………… of the President entering the palace.  

(a) vision  (b) notice  (c) view  (d) sight  

13.  

The suggestion to leave the camp at once was strongly …………… by the climbers who were afraid 

of the approaching snowstorm. 

(a) opposed  (b) complained  (c) quarreled  (d) resigned  

14.  

The first thing for all of you to remember is that …………… your duties may result in an instant 

dismissal.  

(a) escaping  (b) neglecting  (c) resisting  (d) missing  

15.  

It was the commission‘s job to decide whether the pilot was …………… for the crash that occurred 

right after the take-off.  

(a) responsible  (b) prone  (c) guilty  (d) comprehensive  

16.  

None of us has ever …………… of taking any rash steps against illegal broadcasting.  

(a) declared  (b) persisted  (c) approved  (d) concluded  

17.  

Several soldiers of the squad were taken …………… by the enemy forces.  

(a) capture  (b) hostage  (c) kidnap  (d) torture 

18.  

The student was …………… of understanding the theory even after the professor‘s profound 

explanation.  

(a) incompetent  (b) incapable  (c) helpless  (d) unsuccessful  

19.  

I‘m going for a walk in the park. Would you like to …………… me company?  

(a) follow  (b) stay  (c) ward (d) keep  

20.  

Patrick is too …………… a gambler to resist placing a bet on the final game.  

(a) instant  (b) spontaneous  (c) compulsive  (d) continuous  

 

(VI) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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TEST (2)  

 

 

It is believed that our inherited (1) genetic characteristics play the decisive (2) role in our being 

beautiful, attractive and appealing to other individuals. Although there is no clear (3) theory on what 

beauty really is and how it works, the results of a recent scientific research (4) seem to confirm (5) the 

hypothesis that our facial features are determined (6) by our brains. Their possible role to reflect (7) 

health and fertility as well as genetic superiority – the quality that people, supposedly (8), share with 

animals which, their own sexual preferences. Most species of birds, for example, rely on the brightest 

colours of plumage when selecting (9) their partners (10). To them, the vivid shades (11) of the feathers 

indicate the potential partner‘s genetic fitness to produce healthy children (12).  

In humans, similarly, beauty shows (13) our well-being and our sexual attractiveness, but as far as 

our facial characteristics are taken into account, people tend (14) to regard as extremely charming (15) 

the faces with the highest degree of symmetry. And equally effectively, the facial properties may also 

indicate the appeal of the whole body.  

1.  
(A) indebted   (B) derivative  (C) innate  (D) acquisitive  

2.  
(A) vital  (B) functional  (C) tangible  (D) customary  

3.  
(A) eminent   (B) obscure  (C) indicative  (D) explicit  

4.  
(A) chore   (B) endeavor  (C) inquiry  (D) labour  

5.  
(A) bear out   (B) stand over  (C) prop up  (D) make about  

6.  
(A) reliant   (B) conditioned  (C) implied  (D) designated  

7.  
(A) manifest   (B) pertain (C) survey  (D) uncover  

8.  
(A) plainly   (B) normally  (C) allegedly  (D) mainly  

9.  
(A) favouring   (B) postulating  (C) referring  (D) asserting  

10.  
(A) counterparts   (B) mates  (C) fellows  (D) accomplices  

11.  
(A) dyes   (B) marvels  (C) twilights  (D) hues  

12.  
(A) stamina   (B) progeny  (C) entity  (D) forebears  

13.  
(A) affirms   (B) foresees  (C) displays  (D) envisages  

14.  
(A) incline  (B) aspire  (C) anticipate  (D) declare  

15.  
(A) flourishing   (B) startling  (C) captivating  (D) engrossing  

 

(I) Replace each Bold Italicized  word with a synonymous one: 
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1.  

The low ……………….. (ATTEND) at the concert was a result of the organizers‘ carelessness about 

giving it even more extensive publicly.  

2.  

Another attempt to establish a ……………….. (LAST) peace has failed after one of the negotiators 

refused to sign the treaty.  

3.  

This new situation is more than ……………….. (ADVANTAGE) to all the investors. Definitely, it‘s 

a chance not to miss.  

4.  

Besides innumerable human victims, the tornado has caused an enormous ……………….. 

(DESTROY) to the buildings in the area.  

5.  

A sudden ……………….. (GROW) in food prices will certainly bring about violent protests from 

the population.  

6.  

Let‘s stop quarreling about such ……………….. (RELEVANT) details. It doesn‘t matter what we 

take first, the soup or the second course.  

7.  

The number of the nails Harry had bought at the ironmonger‘s wasn‘t ……………….. (SUFFICE) 

and we had to borrow a few from our neighbour.  

8.  

……………….. (OBEY) at this school is severely punished, so remember to mind your manners 

both during the lessons and outside the classroom.  

9.  
Some people claim that the microprocessor is the greatest (INVENT) of the 20

th
 century.  

10.  

The actors received a ……………….. (STAND) ovation from the enthusiastic audience for their 

brilliant performance in Othello.  

11.  

Without the congressmen‘s ……………….. (VALUE) assistance we would never have gathered 

enough money for our son‘s operation.  

12.  

It‘s ……………….. (POINT) to try to reach the village on foot. The only possible way of getting 

there is by helicopter.  

13.  

Jack‘s initial ……………….. (EXCITE) at taking part in the competition died down after he had 

learned about the extra costs he would have had to cover.  

14.  

The ……………….. (PLEASE) of spending holidays in the countryside consists in breathing fresh 

air and being in harmony with nature.  

15.  
You‘d better ask Frank, I‘m not in ……………….. (POSSESS) of the manual you are looking for.  

 

(II) Put the words in the correct form 
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break come do  drop  get  go  jump  lie  

put  settle take  throw  tick  turn  work   

1.  
Mike‘s interest in practicing karate …………… off rather quickly and the boy started to look for a 

new hobby to take up.  

2.  
The exact cost of the whole venture isn‘t known yet, but our best accountants have been trying to 

…………… it out.  

3.  
For some people, the situation was too tense to …………… up with and no wonder that quite a few 

of them preferred to go home.  

4.  
There was no sign indicating that the cottage had been …………… into, yet, the owner was sure his 

precious paintings had been stolen.  

5.  

- ‗There‘s no hot chocolate on the menu, sir.‘  

- ‗That‘s all right. I can …………… with a cup of tea instead.‘ 

6.  Luckily, the bomb which …………… off near the bank last Friday didn‘t kill anyone.  

7.  I don‘t quite like the new apprentice‘s approach. He seems to …………… down on the job.  

8.  
We owe this marvellous wooden church building to the first Christian pioneers who …………… 

down in this area in the 16
th

 century.  

9.  
Our stay in the town will certainly be a good chance for Michael to visit his grandfather‘s birthplace, 

so I‘m sure he will …………… at the opportunity.  

10.  
Don‘t you think Patrick …………… after his grandfather? They both have got equally blue eyes and 

blond hair.  

11.  If none of you is going to wear these clothes, I‘ll …………… them away or donate them to charity.  

12.  
During the Winter Olympic Games, the small mountain village …………… into a metropolis with 

thousands of visitors from all over the world.  

13.  
I knew nothing about the treasure hidden in my garden, I …………… across it while I was digging 

the earth.  

14.  
These naughty boys went on making terrible noise in the park even though they had been 

…………… off by the annoyed constable.  

15.  
Mr. Simpson‘s illegal practices enabled him to …………… away without paying taxes for almost 

two years.  

(III) Add the suitable verbs to make the correct phrasal verbs 
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1.  

Is your uncle the owner of this Rolls Royce? (belong) 

………………………………………………………………….……………………………………...? 

2.  

After I had introduced my guests to each other I made a long speech on the current changes in the 

computer technologies.  

Having  .. …………………………………………………………………………………………….… 

3.  

Why didn‘t they tell us they were going to sell their house?  

I wish  ……………………………………………………………………………….………………….. 

4.  

George won‘t lend his tape recorder to you if you don‘t promise to bring it back by Saturday. (unless) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

5.  

Jerry had terrible problems with solving the riddle. (hardly) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

6.  

Our representatives have been criticizing the new concept. (critical) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

7.  

It doesn‘t make any difference if they paint the board white or yellow. (matter) 

It ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

8.  

Finally, the new prime minister has been appointed.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… last 

9.  

I haven‘t visited Oslo since 1998.  

The last time …………………………………………………………………………..……………….. 

10.  

Mrs. Arnold will take care of our cat while we are away. (look)  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

(IV) Rewrite the sentences using the given forms so that they retain their original meaning. 



Listening & Conversations – Level II 
 

55 
 

 

 

age average chimney   dogs  dot  fault  hand  lead  

luck  order point  pride  rash  sale  sight  

1.  

Stop acting like a child. In a few weeks you‘ll be coming of ………… and nobody will tolerate your 

foolish behavior any longer.  

2.  

It‘s much better for us that the supervisor has been dismissed from work. Nobody could stand his 

finding ………… with everything.  

3.  It‘s no use trying to operate the photocopier, it‘s been out of ……………. since September.  

4.  

The Japanese runner was in the ………… for about twelve kilometres until she was outrun by the 

Italian champion.  

5.  The 8.20 fast train has never come late, it has always arrived on the ………… . 

6.  You say George and Stacy. I remember, it was love at first ………… 

7.  These works of art aren‘t for ………… . One can only admire them in the museum.  

8.  

The water in the lake must have been contaminated as dozens of holidaymakers came out in a 

………… after having bathed in it.  

9.  

I have been totally out of ………… this evening. I haven‘t won anything either at roulette or at 

blackjack.  

10.  

- ‗Don‘t worry, it won‘t take long before the rescue brigade arrives‘.  

- ―It‘s a very comforting piece of news that help is at ………… .‘ 

11.  We don‘t have any exact data, but on ………… . We serve a hundred customers a day.  

12.  

Today‘s performance of our pentathlon team was a shame, but we expect them to do much better at 

swimming which is the strongest  ………… of our representatives.  

13.  It‘s raining cats and ………… outside, so we had better stay at home this evening.  

14.  

Mrs. Robson takes a lot of ………… in her cooking and her guests compliment her on her delicious 

dishes.  

15.  I wish Tim would follow the doctor‘s advice and stop smoking like a ………… . 

(V) Fill in the gaps with the correct words 
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TEST (3)   

 The money that some professional sportsmen earn shouldn‘t impress anyone when you take into 

……………… (1) the fact that only a few of them manage to ……………… (2) immortality and 

everlasting fame. And once they reach their ……………… (3) and display their talent at their best, they 

are fully conscious that their brilliant careers won‘t last forever. They lived under a constant pressure of 

being ……………… (4) and subsequently replaced by someone who is younger, faster and more 

……………… (5). For that reason, objectives like retirement benefits and pensions are ……………… 

(6) great concern to all professional athletes.  

Some of the retired competitors go as far as to organize strikes and rallies to ……………… (7) their 

protest against any policy unresponsive to their demands ……………… (8) the younger professionals 

seek more upgrading solutions to the problem as more and more of them attach a proper significance to 

……………… (9) a solid education, even at university level. Such an approach should help tehm find 

interesting and well-paid jobs ……………… (10) their sports career is over.  

A completely new strategy has been ……………… (11) by the schools priding themselves 

……………… (12) supporting their own teams. Their authorities insist that the sports clubs members 

achieve high academic standards or else they are debarred from partaking in certain sports events, which 

may lead to further ……………… (13) in their professional careers.  

By these practical and most effective ……………… (14), combining education with sports activity, 

the ……………… (15) of the professional athlete as being brainless and unintelligent may eventually be 

changing to the sportsmen‘s benefit.  

1.  
(A) reflection   (B) attention (C) examination (D) consideration  

2.  
(A) obtain   (B) fulfill  (C) attain  (D) succeed  

3.  
(A) prime   (B) shape  (C) best  (D) capacity  

4.  
(A) outcast   (B) outshone  (C) outstayed  (D) outgrown  

5.  
(A) achieved   (B) attributed  (C) accomplish  (D) accredited  

6.  
(A) with   (B) in  (C) at (D) of  

7.  
(A) voice   (B) claim  (C) insist  (D) speak  

8.  
(A) whereby   (B) whereas  (C) whereupon  (D) wherein  

9.  
(A) mastering   (B) learning  (C) receiving  (D) attending  

10.  
(A) right away   (B) promptly  (C) barely  (D) once  

11.  
(A) assembled   (B) installed  (C) devised  (D) emerged  

12.  
(A) with   (B) on (C) for  (D) in  

13.  
(A) disruption   (B) hitch  (C) detachment  (D) wreckage  

14.  
(A) grounds   (B) results  (C) factors  (D) means  

15.  
(A) vision   (B) outlook  (C) image  (D) judgment  

(I) Choose the words that best complete the sentences in the text 
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bring about  care about  do up  get over  give away  

hand in  hold on  make out  put in for  run into  

set off  stand out  take over  turn down  wrap up  

1.  Stop telling me about this tournament. I’m not interested in it.  

2.  We have decided to redecorate our sitting room in August.  

3.  

Martin‘s condition was rather bad, but after a series of antibiotic injections he recovered from his 

illness.  

4.  

Unfortunately, our secret plans had been revealed by someone before we managed to put them into 

practice.  

5.  The switchboard operator told me to wait on the phone before she made the connection.  

6.  

The inscription on the label was written in such a small print that I could hardly understand its 

meaning. 

7.  I‘m very sorry to say that I‘m having your class for some time. Mr. Johnson will take my place.  

8.  

At first, they seemed to be amazed at Peter‘s offer of two thousand pounds, but in the end they 

rejected it.  

9.  It‘s essential that you deliver the documents in person by Thursday.  

10.  Alice is going to apply for the job of a sales assistant in Newcastle.  

11.  

The only accident that happened last night was in Gloucester. A lorry collided with a tractor and the 

both drivers were slightly wounded.  

12.  The guide advised us to put on some warm clothes as cold weather was forecast.  

13.  

Around midday, it started to rain heavily and the hikers had to wait for about half an hour before 

starting their trip.  

14.  

You won‘t have any problems with recognizing him. He is easily seen even in a large crowd 

because of his great height.  

15.  Making any unauthorized alternations may result in a failure of the machine. 

(II)  Replace the Bold italicized  verb or phrase with the synonymous phrasal verb in the correct form 
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absorbing  desperate  fatal  genuine  graceful  

horrible  idle  innocent  judicious  mean  

ordinary  painful  praiseworthy  precise  puzzled  

1.  
This is not a very wise decision. Just think of all the consequences such an action might lead to. 

……………….… 

2.  Mark was charmed by the girl‘s elegant movements and her good manners. ………………….. 

3.  This is nothing new. It‘s just a usual transistor radio. ……………………….. 

4.  Our academy admits only people with a real interest in art.  

5.  
The bitter feeling of having been deserted by his closest friends made Stanley leave the city for 

ever. ……………………… 

6.  
If you need some more specific information, turn to MR. Smith, who is in direct control of our 

department. …………………..  

7.  
The terrible discovery of a Skelton in Mrs. Preston‘s garden has provoked endless speculations 

about a murderer hiding somewhere in the neighbourhood. ……………………… 

8.  
The local newspapers write about the boy‘s admirable courage. After all, he was the only one who 

hurried to the rescue. ……………….. 

9.  
The suspect claimed he was not guilty and that the robbery was committed by someone else. 

…………………………. 

10.  
I was so confused by the chairman‘s reply that I didn‘t know whether I was allowed to cast the vote 

or not. …………………. 

11.  
Since Mrs. Johnson‘s unexpected resignation, we have been in an urgent need of a new secretary. 

……………………… 

12.  
Mike‘s comment on the political crisis in our country provoked a fascinating discussion which kept 

us awake during the whole night. …………………… 

13.  
He is usually very lazy, so we have a hard time of making him do his lessons properly. 

……………………….. 

14.  The poor mother went mad after she had learnt about her son‘s deadly accident. …………………. 

15.  Don‘t bother to ask him a favour. He is too selfish to help other people. ………………….. 

 

(III)  Replace each Bold italicized  adjective with a synonymous one 
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1.  

I don‘t usually sleep after work. (in the habit) 

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………..... 

2.  

Little Tommy was expecting Christmas with real delight. (forward to) 

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………….. 

3.  

The young clerk didn‘t know how to deal with the complicated matter. (capable)  

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………..... 

4.  

Alan is both a good sprinter and a skilled jumper.  

Besides ……………………………………………………….………………….…….………………... 

5.  

Several workers refused to join the strike. (opposed) 

………………………………………………………………….……………………….……………... 

6.  

I haven‘t lent my new lawnmower to anybody.  

Nobody ………………………………………………………….…………………….………………... 

7.  

Peter‘s hair really ought to be cut. (needs) 

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………... 

8.  

The attacker made me open the safe.  

I was …………………………………………………………….…………………….………………... 

9.  

In spite of countless obstacles, Jim succeeded in building his own house. (successful) 

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………... 

10.  

I‘ll go upstairs to find out if they have already vacated the rooms. (sure that) 

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………... 

 

(IV) Rewrite the sentences using the given forms so that they retain their original meaning. 
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1.  

Mrs. Hurston was in deep ………………….. after her husband‘s unexpected death.  

(a) regret  (b) grief  (c) lament  (d) disturbance  

2.  

The Martins have confirmed their strong …………………..to charity actions by donating a lump 

sum of money again.  

(a) compliance  (b) reliance  (c) assignment  (d) commitment  

3.  

The other party has raised a number of ………………….. to the reforms in the tax system.  

(a) problems  (b) objections  (c) difficulties  (d) complaints  

4.  

My older brother is extremely fond of astronomy, he seems to ………………….. a lot of pleasure 

from observing the stars.  

(a) derive  (b) possess (c) seize  (d) reach  

5.  

I can accept criticism in general, but George really ………………….. it too far, so I had no other 

option but to show my disapproval.  

(a) carried  (b) pushed  (c) put  (d) made  

6.  

When old Mr. Barnaby died, several people ………………….. their claim to the substantial legacy 

that he left.  

(a) placed  (b) drew  (c) assumed  (d) laid  

7.  

The relations between these two countries have become very ………………….. after the unpleasant 

incident at the border.  

(a) reckless  (b) excitable  (c) feverish  (d) tense  

8.  

The press puts ………………….. on the police forces who were unable to cope with the crowd of 

savage hooligans.  

(a) fault  (b) charge  (c) blame  (d) guilt  

9.  

On entering the nursery I stumbled on the wooden blocks ………………….. all over the carpet.  

(a) plunged  (b) scattered  (c) settled  (d) tossed  

10.  No matter how loudly you shout to him he won‘t hear you. He is as deaf as a …………………….  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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(a) bat  (b) stump  (c) tomb  (d) post  

11.  

The jury ………………….. her compliments on her excellent knowledge of the subject.  

(a) paid  (b) gave  (c) made  (d) said  

12.  

We couldn‘t stay long, so we only wished Mark many happy ………………….. of his birthday and 

hurried to the airport.  

(a) days (b) returns  (c) moments  (d) regards 

13.  

Ever since we quarreled in the office, Janice and I have been ………………….. enemies.  

(a) assured  (b) confirmed  (c) defined  (d) guaranteed  

14.  

If I had known that she had fallen so seriously ………………….., I‘d certainly have visited her in 

hospital.  

(a) ill  (b) unhealthy  (c) invalid  (d) unwell  

15.  

A young tourist has been declared ………………….. after he got lost in the mountains last Monday.  

(a) absent  (b) deserter  (c) missing  (d) vanished  

16.  

You needn‘t hurry. You make take your ………………….. before you give me the definite answer.  

(a) while  (b) minute  (c) time  (d) thinking  

17.  

Michael was ………………….. with anger when he saw his car had been scratched.  

(a) stored  (b) fixed  (c) loaded  (d) filled  

18.  

The schoolboy‘s excuse wasn‘t ………………….. at all. Nobody in the classroom believed in the 

far-fetched story he told.  

(a) credential  (b) credible  (c) creditable  (d) credulous  

19.  

The professor wasn‘t ………………….. with the current political affairs in his country after his long 

stay abroad.  

(a) familiar  (b) present  (c) knowledgeable  (d) actual  

20.  

It‘s not easy to make Stanley furious, the boy is very gentle by ………………….. . 

(a) himself  (b) personality  (c) reaction  (d) nature 

 

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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TEST (4) 

 

 

L------------- (1) has it that Zeus – the highest of the gods – took the form of a bull and seduced the 

princess named Europa. The ---------f---------g (2) of their love was Minos who was later e-----------d (3) 

the first king of Crete. The wife of Minos also fell in love with the bull and she --------v------ (4) birth to a 

monster who was half-man and half-bull. The beast was, however, ---------------t (5) hidden in a winding 

labyrinth deep beneath the king‘s palace. Minos, as a revenge, demanded a horrible human sacrifice from 

the Athenians. Consequently, every nine years seven youths and seven maidens were thrown down the 

dungeon to Minotaur – a monster with a ----------s------- (6) for human flesh. Theseus, the son of Aegeus 

– the Athenian ruler – and the acknowledged hero, insisted on ---n---------------g (7) the Minotaur in its 

dungeon to kill the monster. In a desperate fight Theseus ---f---------------f (8) the monstrous creature and 

escaped from the maze with the helping --- --------------- (9) of Ariadne. On coming back to Athens, 

however, he didn‘t ---r--------------- (10) a white sail as he had ---r---------------d (11) to his father before 

and grief-stricken Aegeus – the king – threw ------------------f (12) into the sea. Ever since the event, the 

sea has been called the Aegean Sea.  

 

 

 

 

(I) Write in the correct words: 
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1.  

This year winter is rather mild in ……………….. (COMAPRE) with the last one when temperatures 

fell below thirty degrees.  

2.  
All the ………………. (RESIDE) of the hotel had been evacuated before the fire spread out.  

3.  

If you want to improve your English, I recommend your buying a book on grammar ………………. 

(USE). 

4.  

Our grandfather is so ………………. (FEAR) of the modern technologies that he doesn‘t even want 

to have a TV set in his house.  

5.  

The international council has devoted several million dollars for help to the ………………. 

(DEVELOP) countries in Africa.  

6.  

At first, I was against keeping the news secret, but Frank‘s ………………. (SENSE) arguments 

finally convinced me.  

7.  

That day was the most ………………. (MEMORY) one in Pamela‘s whole life. She kept reminding 

us of it almost every day.  

8.  

Working in these conditions may be extremely ……………….  (HARM) to health, especially if no 

protective clothes are worn.   

9.  

I wouldn‘t say these two statues were made by the same sculptor. In fact, there‘s little 

………………. (RESEMBLE) between them.  

10.  

The competitor was disqualified even though his ………………. (DENY) of having used steroids 

was so firm.  

11.  
Due to a heavy snowstorm the ………………. (DEPART) of the train was delayed.  

12.  

The teacher did his best to encourage his pupils to use their ………………. (IMAGINE) when 

writing their stories.  

13.  

Big loans on very ………………. (FAVOUR) conditions are offered by the bank to those who make 

a large-scale investment.  

14.  

It was a ………………. (REST) afternoon for all the representatives, who were busy preparing the 

necessary documents.  

15.  

I have always admired her great ………………. (WISE) and skill in handling the most intricate 

problems.  

 

(II) Put the words in the correct form 
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ABOUT  AT BY  FOR  FROM  

IN  OF  ON  UNDER  WITH  

1.  
………………….. response to the rising demand …………………. petrol, its production has had to 

be increased.  

2.  She said she didn‘t need any support and that she could arrange everything ………………… herself. 

3.  
Danny wished her father could stay …………………, but the man still had a few months of the 

military service to do.  

4.  
Rather than go ………………… foot in the heavy rain, we preferred to wait ………………… a bus, 

however long that might have been.  

5.  Mrs. Riley was very glad ………………… her son‘s victory in the school competition.  

6.  
I‘m unable to use my computer ………………… present; it‘s been ………………… repair since last 

Monday.  

7.  
After a long walk through the dense jungle, the refugees found themselves in a rocky terrain where 

they could feel free ………………… their pursuers.  

8.  The poor man who died ………………… heart attack had been our most devoted worker.  

9.  
The police have come across some substantial evidence, which will make it easier for the court to 

charge the terrorists ………………… murder.  

10.  Would you mind waiting a minute? We are expecting the mail ………………… any moment.  

11.  
Apart ………………… a harsh physical training, the troops have had to go through an extensive 

language course.  

12.  
For many years, the population of the Siberian tiger has been ………………… real danger of 

extinction.  

13.  
Throughout the whole ceremony the president couldn‘t get rid of his anxiety ………………… the 

possible assassination.  

14.  
Alice is working really hard ………………… her business skills as she wants to make a good 

manageress.  

15.  
This man has no idea about the law procedures, he must have been appointed as a juror 

………………… mistake.  

(III) Insert the correct prepositions  



Listening & Conversations – Level II 
 

65 
 

 

 

1.  

The building designer doesn‘t like the idea of a complete reconstruction. (approve) 

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………..... 

2.  

We have never visited a more charming place before.  

Never ………………………………………………………….…………………….………………….. 

3.  

My new assistant knows a lot about anesthetics. (knowledge) 

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………..... 

4.  

Our experiment will be carried out only if we gather enough money. (condition that) 

……………………………………………………….………………….…….………………………... 

5.  

We haven‘t contacted each other for several months. (touch) 

………………………………………………………………….……………………….……………..... 

6.  

Mr. Thompson‘s opinion of these innovations is rather low. (much of) 

………………………………………………………….…………………….………………………….. 

7.  

Michael works overtime because he wants to pay off his debts. (view) 

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………….. 

8.  

Each of us has tried to comfort the depressed patient. (attempt) 

…………………………………………………………….…………………….……………………..... 

9.  

I was just going to leave my office when the phone rang. (about)  

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………... 

10.  

Nobody managed to work out the correct answer. (failed)  

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………... 

 

 

(IV) Rewrite the sentences using the given forms so that they retain their original meaning. 
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cash  fingers  flight  hand  home  

lamb  log  names  risk rule  

sense  temper  tune  weather  wall  

1.  
The younger scouts were too afraid to take the ………………….. of marching through the deep 

forest late at night.  

2.  
After a while, the lecturer lost his ………………….. and started to shout at the students who had 

been sniggering all the time.  

3.  
The trading company that he set up a year ago has recently gone to the ………………….. because of 

the huge financial losses it has made.  

4.  
Mary has no problems with running the accounts. Indeed, she feels at ………………….. with the 

job. 

5.  
I can‘t say he‘s very good at playing the saxophone. It happens quite often that he plays out of 

………………….. . 

6.  
There is no bigger gardening enthusiast in the village than Mr. Dandelion. His skill at growing plants 

is admirable and his neighbours sat he‘s got green ………………….. . 

7.  
Let me stay at home this morning, please. I‘m feeling rather under the ………………….. . So I 

won‘t be of great use in the office.  

8.  Philip, apologize to your sister! I don‘t want to hear you calling her ………………….. any more.  

9.  
We were informed by the shop assistant that they didn‘t accept credit cards. Consequently, we had no 

other option but to pay in ………………….. .  

10.  
When Alex returns from work, he is usually so tired that he falls asleep immediately and sleeps like a 

………………….. until supper time.  

11.  
I can understand his dissatisfaction with his meager wages, but on the other  ………………….., he 

isn‘t a full time worker.  

12.  
Somebody pushed Eric in the crowd and the boy fell down the ………………….. of stairs and broke 

his leg.  

13.  Brian takes sandwiches and black coffee for breakfast as a ………………….. .  

14.  That dog of theirs may look dangerous, but in fact, it‘s as gentle as a ………………….. . 

15.  
The new apprentice is very clever. However, one thing he still lacks is the ………………….. . of 

duty.  

(V) Fill the gaps with the correct words 
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TEST (5)   

The knowledge and eloquence that people ………………….. (1) through travelling is usually 

perceived as the best ………………….. (2) in life. It is the inquisitive human nature that 

………………….. (3) people to seek ………………….. (4) experiences and to set out on an exploration 

trip. Those who travel frequently and to ………………….. (5) places benefit from establishing new 

relationships and ………………….. (6) a better knowledge about other cultures and lifestyles.  

However, there is a ………………….. (7) of truth in the assumption that people are prone to 

………………….. (8) clichés and unfounded prejudices about other nations and their characteristics. 

Sometimes, it is only the first-hand encounter that can help change the ………………….. (9) towards the 

so-called ‗inferior communities‘. This direct contact with a different civilization enables travellers to 

………………….. (10) their baseless assumptions and get ………………….. (11) with the real concept 

of life in all four corners of the globe.  

………………….. (12) question, travelling ………………….. (13) friendship and makes it easier 

for many individuals to acknowledge the true value of different traditions and customs. Yet, it does not 

always mean enjoyment. It may also ………………….. (14) coming close with the atrocities of real 

existence as well as becoming aware of the challenges and hardships that other people have to struggle 

with. Hence, a true voyage is the one with a good deal of experiences to ………………….. (15) about, 

very often combined with exposure to abhorrent sights and incredible ordeals. The learning to be 

complete, thus, requires an ability to observe and analyse the surroundings, both their glamour and 

brutality.  

1.  
(A) purchase   (B) exact  (C) gain  (D) nurture  

2.  
(A) completion   (B) fulfillment  (C) conclusion  (D) resolution  

3.  
(A) impels  (B) involves  (C) entails  (D) pursues  

4.  
(A) thriving   (B) throbbing  (C) thwarting  (D) thrilling  

5.  
(A) reverse   (B) averse  (C) diverse  (D) converse  

6.  
(A) acquiring   (B) educating  (C) learning  (D) exacting  

7.  
(A) speck   (B) grain  (C) scrap  (D) tip  

8.  
(A) persevering   (B) cherishing  (C) indulging  (D) persisting  

9.  
(A) prejudice   (B) manner  (C) outlook  (D) approach  

10.  
(A) drop   (B) cease  (C) fail  (D) quit  

11.  
(A) informed   (B) realize  (C) acquainted  (D) defined  

12.  
(A) Apart   (B) Beyond  (C) Unfailing  (D) Beneath  

13.  
(A) facilities   (B) affords  (C) elicits  (D) incites  

14.  
(A) involve   (B) derive  (C) consist  (D) enclose  

15.  
(A) commemorate   (B) reminisce  (C) resemble  (D) remind  

(I) Choose the words that best complete the sentences in the text 
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1.  

Eddie had imagined life on the farm to be enjoyable and peaceful, but the ……………… (REAL) 

turned out to be totally different.  

2.  
Do you remember the exact ……………… (DEFINE) of this mathematical rule?  

3.  
They say that ……………… (SILENT) is golden, but who could really believe that?  

4.  

Professor Jenkins‘ lectures were the most ……………… (INFORMATIVE). Even his books didn‘t 

contain so much relevant data.  

5.  
Cindy‘s unique artistic ……………… (ABLE) enabled her to obtain a scholarship abroad.  

6.  

Our national team has played beyond ……………… (EXPECT). They have beaten the world 

champions twice.  

7.  
The customs officer insisted on examining the ……………… (CONTAIN) of our suitcases.  

8.  

One of the most disturbing questions the government has to face is the rising ……………… 

(EMPOY) among the rural population.  

9.  

Even though an ……………… (EXTEND) search for the missing child has been carried out by the 

local police, there has been no sign of progress so far.  

10.  

- ‗Alice had told me she is thinking of breaking off her ……………… (ENGAGE) to Martin.‘ 

- ‗Do you think she doesn‘t love the boy anymore?‘ 

11.  

Thanks to the operation my ……………… (SEE) has improved considerably. I hope that after the 

next one I won‘t have to wear glasses at all.  

12.  

A lot of ……………… (COMPLAIN) have been written to the town council by the inhabitants of 

the area where the nuclear power station is to be built.  

13.  
The most ……………… (STAND) feature of this character is his great generosity.  

14.  

I wouldn‘t assume that he would help you in case of trouble. He isn‘t so ……………… (RELY) a 

person as you may think him to be.  

15.  

What the teacher expects us to write is a through description of the ……………… (INDUSTRY) 

revolution in Britain.  

 

(II) Put the words in the correct form 
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AT  BY  FOR  FROM  

IN  OF  TO  WITH  

1.  Richard the Third wasn‘t the only king who died …………………. battle.   

2.  Mr. Bradley has had an alarm installed in his car …………………. fear of having it stolen.  

3.  
If your diet is deficient …………………. vitamins and minerals, the risk of developing a serious 

disease is higher.  

4.  
Our section has gained quite an independence …………………. the main branch since we are able to 

raise our own funds.  

5.  The scouts got very tired …………………. marching up the hill and asked for a good rest.  

6.  
Why don‘t you send a message …………………. return of post? It will be delivered more quickly, 

then.  

7.  
The manufacturer has assured us that his products always work properly, no matter how long they 

have been …………………. use.  

8.  
We have recently directed our aims …………………. developing a prototype of an extremely 

economical vehicle.  

9.  You should be ashamed …………………. what you have done. Don‘t ever hit your brother again! 

10.  
It wasn‘t at all easy for the European members of the expedition to get accustomed …………………. 

so hot and humid a climate of South America.  

11.  
The Browns and their neighbors were examined at the police station in connection …………………. 

the burglaries in the district.  

12.  
You should have asked Tom to install the pipe in your bathroom. He is very clever …………………. 

very kind of manual work.  

13.  
I did my best to be helpful …………………. planning the excursion, but they seemed to pay no 

attention to my remarks.  

14.  
The fire brigade have earned a good deal of appreciation …………………. their great courage 

displayed in the rescue action.  

15.  
After two months spent in the local hospital, Christine has recently recovered …………………. her 

bad injuries.  

(II) Insert the correct prepositions  



Listening & Conversations – Level II 
 

70 
 

 

 

1.  

I was strongly determined to complete my desertion by the end of the month.  

I had ………………………………………………………….…………………….………………....... 

2.  

Father doesn‘t want you to keep these disgusting insects. (rid) 

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………..... 

3.  

When we came back home we realized it had been broken into.  

On …………………………………………………………….…………………….…………………... 

4.  

He will lie on the sofa doing nothing all day round. (nothing but) 

……………………………………………………….………………….…….………………………... 

5.  

They say they don‘t want to play cricket anymore. (bored) 

………………………………………………………………….……………………….……………..... 

6.  

Andy didn‘t tell anybody that he was going on a lone expedition. (without)  

Andy went …………………………………………………….…………………….………………….. 

7.  

As soon as it gets warmer, the spring flowers will bloom.  

The moment ………………………………………………………….……………………………….... 

8.  

One of the relatives has made a statement for the mourning parents on television. (behalf) 

…………………………………………………………….…………………….……………………..... 

9.  

Was it difficult for you to assemble the set? (difficulty) 

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………..? 

10.  

We are hiring a specialist to redecorate the flat. (having) 

………………………………………………………………….…………………….………………... 

 

(VI) Rewrite the sentences using the given forms so that they retain their original meaning. 
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1.  

Michael was a terrible ………………….. , he was even afraid to stay at home alone.  

(a) culprit  (b) coward  (c) fiance (d) boaster  

2.  

After a lengthy debate, the spokesman announced the board had ………………….. a unanimous 

conclusion.  

(a) committed  (b) solved  (c) reached  (d) compromised  

3.  

In spite of our effort, we have not managed to ……………… enough money for the renovation of 

the school buildings.  

(a) raise  (b) compose  (c) rear  (d) score  

4.  

The success of our campaign is ……………… on the number of investors we can attract.  

(a) legible  (b) relatives  (c) dependent  (d) obtainable  

5.  

George didn‘t attend school for six weeks as he had to stay in hospital where he was …………. for 

pneumonia.  

(a) fixed  (b) mended  (c) relieved  (d) treated  

6.  

I don‘t believe a …………………. of what he says. 

(a) sentence  (b) word  (c) phrase (d) matter  

7.  

We couldn‘t stand his nasty …………. of spitting on the floor and we moved him from our 

department.  

(a) disposition  (b) character  (c) guilt  (d) habit 

8.  

Alex was …………….…. enough on becoming a professional sportsman and he didn‘t want to 

listen to anybody else‘s advice.  

(a) intent  (b) eager  (c) definite  (d) certain  

9.  

You‘d better not place a bet on Stalion. In my opinion, the horse doesn‘t …………….…. a change 

of winning the race.  

(a) win  (b) stand  (c) rise  (d) play  

10.  
Nobody took any …………….…. of the warning and they went swimming in the contaminated 

water.  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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(a) information  (b) attention  (c) notice  (d) sight  

11.  

It was …………….…. time we did something about the case, but we had no idea how to react.  

(a) main  (b) high  (c) latest  (d) fair  

12.  

The loan that we had received from our parents …………….…. us to buy a flat in Cambridge.   

(a) enabled  (b) assisted  (c) fulfilled  (d) granted  

13.  

Patrick …………….…. his joy at winning the prize by inviting his friends to a first-class restaurant 

for dinner.  

(a) appeared  (b) envisioned  (c) exposed  (d) displayed  

14.  

 I was immensely …………….…. to hear that none of my relatives was killed in the bus accident.  

(a) relieved  (b) improved  (c) recovered  (d) healed  

15.  

They say that a friend in …………….…. is a friend indeed.  

(a) miss (b) lack  (c) wish  (d) need  

16.  

It is not a great achievement to me if you make money by …………….…. of an illegal business.  

(a) sorts  (b) means  (c) process  (d) works  

17.  

Mind that the baby shouldn‘t touch the knife, it‘s as sharp as a …………….…. .  

(a) blade  (b) sword  (c) cut  (d) razor 

18.  

The mother was furious when she entered the nursery and saw it in complete ………………… . 

(a) pollution  (b) dirt  (c) disorder  (d) junk  

19.  

Your staying in this room longer than seven days will ………………… having to pay extra money  

(a) mean  (b) correspond  (c) prove  (d) infer 

20.  

Mr. Robinson‘s job is to teach the young officers to ………………… their duty in the right way.  

(a) operate  (b) perform  (c) commit  (d) proceed  

21.  

In printing, the ink becomes fused to the paper as soon as ………………………. 

(a) the paper is heated  (b) the paper heated  (c) heating the paper  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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22.  

……………… a bridge builder, Gustav Eiffel designed the Eiffel Tower.  

(a) When  (b) It was when  (c) While  

23.  Public TV stations are different from commercial stations ……………… 

(a) because they receive  money differently and different types of show  

(b) for money and programs types 

(c) in the areas of funding and programming 

24.  ……………….. when a person doesn‘t eat enough fruit and vegetables.  

(a) Gradual potassium depletion can occur  

(b) Depleting potassium can occur  

(c) Since potassium can be depleted  

25.  

Iron ………………. for weapons and tools in the Bronze Age  

(a) generally used  (b) was generally used (c) used generally  

26.  

Anxiety about uncontrollable situations is thought to cause …………………  

(a) fitful in sleep  (b) to fitfully sleep  (c) fitful sleep  

27.  

……………………. as the most important crop in this country is sugar cane  

(a) it ranks  (b) The rank  (c) What ranks  

28.  

I decided to finish and ….......................... the hard evening with a pizza.  

(a) end  (b) enjoy  (c) terminate  

29.  

Gilbert Stuart is considered by most art critics …………………… greatest portrait painter.  

(a) the  (b) as he was (c) who was the  

30.  

………………… in 1700, this is the oldest public school in this country.  

(a) Founding  (b) To found  (c) Founded  

31.  

At our experimental agricultural station, many types of grass are grown ……… various conditions. 

(a) under  (b) below  (c) beneath  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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32.  

………………… did she realize that there was a great danger.  

(a) When she entered the store (b) Only after entering the store  (c) Upon entering the store 

33.  

As soon as …………. with an acid, salt is formed.  

(a) a base will react  (b) a base reacts  (c) a base is reacting  

34.  

She lost both her sight and hearing after a severe illness ………………..  

(a) of her age in 18 months (b) she was 18 months old  (c) when she was 18 months old 

35.  

Some plants are annuals; ……………….. are biennials.  

(a) others  (b) another (c) some another  

36.  ……………………… up to six months.  

(a) Lasting New England 

winters 

(b) New England winters can 

last  

(c) The length of a New England 

winter  

37.  

Children just love computer games, ………………. many adults.  

(a) as do  (b) so  (c) not  

38.  

…………………, common weedy plants, are more popular among women.  

(a) In summer  (b) Which are dandelions  (c) Dandelions 

39.  

Robots are being used increasingly in industry as they can work faster, are more precise and …...... 

(a) don‘t as easily tire  (b) don‘t tire easily  (c) don‘t tire more easily  

40.  

Touch-typing was originally devised as an aid to ……………………  

(a) the blind  (b) the blinds  (c) a blind one  

41.  

……………………. he wrote his works centuries ago, he is still a relevant author.  

(a) As if  (b) While  (c) Although  

42.  

The role of the mass media in influencing public policy decsions …….. outlets for all types of view 

is enormous.  

(a) provide  (b) providing  (c) to provide  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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43.  

Although it is difficult …………….., she managed to do it.  

(a) distinguishing among a 

from and a toad  

(b) distinguish a frog and a toad (c) to distinguish between a 

frog and a toad 

44.  

……………….. extensively by people who cannot speak or hear, the Sign language ranks among the 

most widely used language.  

(a) Relied on  (b) Relying on  (c) It is relied on  

45.  

Cupid ……………….  

(a) were a little winged child  (b) was represented as a little 

winged child  

(c) a little winged child 

46.  

The electric eel uses its electric shock to capture food and ………………….  

(a) for protection  (b) protecting itself  (c) protect itself 

47.  

Elephants scratch themselves with sticks ……………………. 

(a) holding in their trunks (b) held in their trunks  (c) hold in their trunks 

48.  

This tale is alive and ………………… today as it was nearly 5 years ago.  

(a) appealing  (b) appealed  (c) the appeal of  

49.  

The knee is the joint ……………….. two big bones meet.  

(a) when  (b) which  (c) where 

50.  ………………. the history of the tough.  

(a) Not only is much of the history of this village  

(b) Much of the history of this village is  

(c) Although it is much of the history of this village 

51.  

All of the people at the conference are ………………………….  

(a) mathematic teachers  (b) mathematics teachers  (c) mathematics matcher  

52.  ………………. ―cultural diffusion‖ refers to the spread of customs.  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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(a) To phrase  (b) Phrased  (c) The phrase 

53.  
The Order has been in existence …………….. 1899.  

 
(a) starting in  (b) since  (c) founded  

54.  
At this store ……………… more than a dime  

 
(a) no item cost  (b) neither items cost  (c) items none costing  

55.  
Corn is not native to America and winter wheat ………………..  

 
(a) is neither  (b) isn‘t either  (c) is either  

56.  

…………….. strength of many horses, a forklift toils all day long.  

(a) Because the  (b) Some  (c) With the  

57.  

His yearly income since he changed professions has ……………………  

(a) nearly tripled   (b) got almost three times bigger (c) almost grown by three times 

58.  

………………. his life, he was regarded as the foremost dramatist.  

(a) While  (b) By the time  (c) During  

59.  

One‘s fingerprints are …………………….  

(a) different any other person  (b) differs from another person (c) different from those of any 

other person  

60.  

Progressive farmers use several methods to prevent top soil ……………….  

(a) to run off  (b) from running off  (c) to running off 

61.  Many of the current international problems we are now facing …………………..  

(a) are the result of 

misunderstandings  

(b) are because of not understanding 

themselves  

(c) lacks of intelligent 

capabilities of understanding 

each other  

62.  

The first nuclear-powered ship in the world ……………. in 1954. 

(a) launched  (b) launching  (c) was launched  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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63.  

Harvard ………….. a school for men.  

(a) was used  (b) used to be  (c) was used to be  

64.  

Both historically and ………………. this town is the heartland of our country.  

(a) in its geography  (b) also its geography  (c) geographically  

65.  

………………….. on the environment for the gratification of its needs.  

(a) Every organism depends  (b) Each organism to depend  (c) Many organisms can depend 

66.  

Charlie Chaplin was a comedian ………………. was best known for his work in silent movies.  

(a) which  (b) whose  (c) who  

67.  

Not until he has mastered algebra …………………… the principles of geometry.  

(a) he can begin to understand  (b) can he begin to understand (c) he begins to understand 

68.  

……………….. many designs were considered lost, he helped reproduce them.  

(a) During  (b) When  (c) How 

69.  

The term ―gunny‖ refers to ………………….. material.  

(a) not expensive a (b) not an expensive  (c) an inexpensive  

70.  

……………….. their senses, animals perceive what is happening in their environment.  

(a) By means of  (b) Means of  (c) By means  

71.  

Berries can be used in jams ……………….. their juice.  

(a) and for  (b) too  (c) in which  

72.  

The ……………. wanted to continue their tour.  

(a) tourist  (b) tourists  (c) tourist had  

73.  

The Olympic flame burns ………………… throughout the games.  

(a) in a continuous way  (b) continuous  (c) continuously  

74.  

The United States is …………………. that there are five time zones.  

(a) much big  (b) so big (c) very big 

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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75.  

This painting ……………. to the museum last year.  

(a) donated  (b) donating  (c) was donated  

76.  

……………. cheaper, she would have bought it. 

(a) The notebook computer  (b) Had the notebook computer been  (c) If the notebook computer is 

77.  

Because aluminum is lighter and cheaper ………………., it is frequently used.  

(a) than copper  (b) as copper  (c) for copper  

78.  

People can get a sufficient amount of the calcium their bodies …………… from the food they 

consume.  

(a) needs  (b) needing  (c) need 

79.  

This private university is located ……………………. town.  

(a) a small Midwestern  (b) in a small Midwestern  (c) small Midwestern  

80.  

This lizard is ……………….. poisonous lizards in the country.  

(a) few  (b) the one  (c) one of the few 

81.  

Some who have found their natural parents wish that they …………….. the experience of meeting.  

(a) hadn‘t had (b) hadn‘t have  (c) didn‘t have had  

82.  

The more he worked …………………  

(a) the less he achieved  (b) he achieved not enough  (c) he did not achieve enough  

83.  

Hybrids have one more ………………. per plant.  

(a) corns  (b) ear of corn  (c) corn ears  

84.  

In my country more than 70 percent of all high schools students who …………. continue their 

education.  

(a) do not  (b) can  (c) graduate  

85.  

To relieve pressure in the skull, ………………… into the blood.  

(a) inject a solution of glucose  (b) you will inject a solution of (c) to inject a solution of 

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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glucose  glucose  

86.  

 Whole-grain food products …………………. in most large markets.  

(a) now can purchase  (b) can now be purchased  (c) now to purchase  

87.  

………………… the catfish is prized for its taste.  

(a) It is ugly-looking (b) Ugly-looking it is  (c) Ugly-looking  

88.  

Dave Johnson, a particular man …………………. many stories have been told, was unusually 

productive.  

(a) of  (b) about whom  (c) of which  

89.  

They probably cultivated corn and ………………. crops.  

(a) another  (b) other  (c) other than  

90.  

The fragrances of many natural substances come from oils, ………….. these oils may be useful in 

perfumes.  

(a) and  (b) whether  (c) from 

91.  …………… air traffic controllers guide planes.  

(a) They talk with pilots and watch their approach on radar  

(b) Talking with pilots and watching their approach on radar 

(c) Talk with pilots and watch their approach on radar 

92.  

Aspirin is used ………………. a constriction of the blood vessels.  

(a) counteract  (b) the counteraction  (c) to counteract 

93.  

This theory assumes that there ……….. long-term climatic changes in many areas during the past. 

(a) must be  (b) must have  (c) must have been 

94.  ……….. cause extensive damage to many islands.  

(a) The high tides and the winds of hurricanes  

(b) Because of the high tides and winds during hurricanes  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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(c) That the high tides and winds of hurricanes  

95.  

The blue whale is ……………. known animal.  

(a) the large  (b) the larger  (c) the largest  

96.  

This sport ……………….. by the organization  

(a) regulated it  (b) is regulated  (c) that is regulated  

97.  

These vessels are decorated with zigzag, grooved and ………………. . 

(a) geometrically designed  (b) designed are geometric  (c) geometric designs  

98.  Having been served lunch, ……………….. .  

(a) the problem was discussed by the staff 

(b) the staff discussed the problem  

(c) it was discussed by the staff the problem  

99.  

Projective tests ……………….. as Rorschach Test have no right or wrong answers.  

(a) such  (b) similar   (c) like  

100.  

Statistics have shown that early winter ………………. the worst time for traffic accidents.  

(a) it is  (b) when  (c) is  

101.  This observation deck ………………. in the world.  

(a) is highest than any other one 

(b) is higher than any other one 

(c) is higher that any other one  

102.  

The little boy ………………. he could improve his test scores.  

(a) knew to  (b) knew how  (c) knew how to  

103.  

This index lists ………………………  

(a) how much every car costs  (b) how much costs every car  (c) how much does every car cost  

104.  They are using mental imagery in the hope that it might prove …………… for some treatments.  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 

 



Listening & Conversations – Level II 
 

81 
 

 

(a) for help  (b) helpfully  (c) helpful  

105.  

The yearly path of the sun around the heavens ……………………….. . 

(a) is known as the ecliptic  (b) it is known to be ecliptic  (c) known as the ecliptic  

106.  

……………… the promotion of health and to helping people avoid injury and disease.  

(a) To commit the Red Cross  (b) The Red Cross is commit  (c) The Red Cross is committed to  

107.  

………………. categorized as lipids.  

(a) Fats and also oils  (b) Fats and oils are  (c) While fats and oils 

108.  

In that year, ………………… was clear that hip-hop had been accepted.  

(a) there  (b) it  (c) which  

109.  

He was a composer, conductor and pianist, …................ is ranked as one of the greatest figures.  

(a) who  (b) him  (c) although  

110.  

Some of the rainwater from clouds evaporates before ……………………..  

(a) to reach the ground  (b) reach the ground  (c) reaching the ground 

111.  

………………… are prepared from flour or meal derived from grain.  

(a) With bakery products  (b) Bakery products  (c) They are bakery products  

112.  

This animal would rather ……………… in shady places. 

(a) to grow  (b) grow  (c) growing  

113.  

The janitor refused to unlock the classroom door because he ……………………… busy.  

(a) always  (b) himself  (c) was 

114.  

The more hemoglobin one has, the more oxygen is carried to ………………. cells.  

(a) one‘s  (b) one  (c) their  

115.  

Before conquers ………………. to England, the Iberians had lived there.  

(a) came  (b) come  (c) coming  

116.  Neitehr Kate nor her brothers ……………… a consent form for tomorrow‘s trip.  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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(a) need  (b) needs  (c) has need 

117.  Children usually turn to their parents rather than ……………….  

(a) they turn to other figures of authority  

(b) to other figures of authority 

(c) authority figures to other  

118.  

……………… the last lunar eclipse, we were able to try our new telescope.  

(a) While  (b) As  (c) During  

119.  Henry Ford revolutionized production management by ……………….. . 

(a) breaking down auto assembly  

(b) broken down auto assembly  

(c) auto assembly breaking down  

120.  

The javelin used in competition must be between 260 and 270 centimeters ………………. 

(a) in length  (b) lengthily  (c) it is long 

121.  

………………… created the donkey and elephant.  

(a) Although Thomas Nast   (b) That was Thomas Nast   (c) It was Thomas Nast who 

122.  

She advocated teaching methods that provided teaching experiences …………………..  

(a) not if only  (b) instead of  (c) although  

123.  

Steve walked by the professor‘s office ……………………. whould be in 

(a) hoping he  (b) hoped  (c) he will hope  

124.  

……………………. jellies, jams are made by retaining the pulp with the fruit juice.  

(a) Dislike  (b) Not alike  (c) Unlike  

125.  The territory was vast and unconquered, …………………… only at great cost.  

(a) promising riches but yielding its bounty  

(b) it promised riches but yielded its bounty  

(c) by promising riches buy by yielding its bounty  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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126.  

Some monkeys, ………………, use their tails in a way similar to a hand.  

(a) spider monkey likes  (b) like the spider monkey  (c) to the spider monkey  

127.  

Hibernation takes place among …………………. animals.  

(a) whose blood is warm  (c) blood warm  (c) warm-blooded  

128.  

Some species of oak tree are used in ………………… leather.  

(a) to treat  (c) treating  (c) it treats  

129.  …………………………….. about individuals who really existed.  

(a) Folktales which sometimes tell stories  

(b) Folktales sometimes tell stories  

(c) Stories sometimes told are when folktales  

130.  

In a hot climate, man acclimatizes by eating less, wearing lighter clothing and ………………… . 

(a) experiencing a darkening of the skin  (b) skin changes that darken  (c) darkens his skin  

131.  

Amniocentesis can be used not only to diagnose fetal disorders ……………………... the sex of the 

unborn child. 

(a) but determining  (b) but also determining  (c) but also to determine  

132.  Lobbyists get ………………. that benefits their groups.  

(a) politicians to pass the legislation  

(b) politicians passed the legislation  

(c) the legislation that politicians passing 

133.  ………….............. that information to anyone else but the sergeant.  

(a) They asked him to don‘t give  

(b) They asked him not to give 

 (c) they asked him to not give   

134.  The committee has met and ………………………….. 

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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(a) have reached a decision  (b) its decision was reached at (c) it has reached a decision  

135.  

Beekeepers have observed …………………… at the approach of a thunderstorm.  

(a) enraging the bees  (b) that bees become enraged  (c) that bees enraging  

136.  

Electron storage rings ………………………. in material investigations.  

(a) they are used  (b) are used  (c) that are used  

137.  

……………………………………., she would have been able to pass the exam 

(a) Had she studied more  (b) If studied more  (c) If she were studying to a greater degree.  

138.  

Before ……………………. he took part in a series of debates.  

(a) the Civil War was  (b) the Civil War  (c) it happened that the Civil War 

139.  The animal scurried away in fright ………………………………………. . 

(a) when he was heard that something moved in the bushes  

(b) after it was hearing moving inside of the bushes  

(c) when it heard the movement in the bushes 

140.  

……………………. the Gulf Stream is warmer than the ocean water surrounding it.  

(a) Whole  (b) Wholly  (c) As a whole  

141.  

It is possible ………………… may assist some trees in saving water.  

(a) the leaves are lost  (b) that the loss of leaves (c) to lose leaves  

142.  

…………………….. more susceptible to bacterial contamination.  

(a) Ground meat is  (b) Ground meat that is  (c) Ground meat being  

143.  

After ……………….. in her application form, she went to pay the fee.  

(a) handing  (b) her hand  (c) her name  

144.  

Generally, fish do not have any outer ears and ……………. have a simple inner ear on either side of 

the head  

(a) there are varieties  (b) they are varieties  (c) some varieties  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 

 



Listening & Conversations – Level II 
 

85 
 

 

145.  

……………………. spotted owl is in danger of soon becoming extinct, scientists say.  

(a) A (b) The  (c) This  

146.  

If they hadn‘t entered the business, the unemployment rate of 5% ………………… still further.  

(a) would rise  (b) had risen  (c) would have risen  

147.  

This species of insects exists …………………… this particular type of higher plants can survive.  

(a) whenever   (b) there   (c) then   

148.  

Gorillas are quiet animals, ………………….. being able to make many different sounds.  

(a) how  (b) even though  (c) in spite of  

149.  

…………………… hardiness, these plants can be cultivated easily.  

(a) Their  (b) Because of their  (c) It is their  

150.  

Daniel Smith, a novelist, ………………………. about a restless man.  

(a) wrote  (b) who wrote  (c) who wrote this  

151.  

Sesame ……………………. a herbaceous plant.  

(a) which  (b) is  (c) from  

152.  

Engineering ………………………. civilization.  

(a) as old as  (b) that is old as  (c) is as old as  

153.  

They had hoped that the new drug …………………… to be a cure for cancer.  

(a) prove  (b) will prove  (c) would prove  

154.  

Black, red and even pink diamonds ………………………… . 

(a) have occasionally been found  (b) have occasionally found  (c) occasionally to find   

155.  

The organization, ……………… in 1980, plays a key role in adjusting economy.  

(a) the establishment (b) was established  (c) established  

156.  

Many books ……………………………………………. . 

(a) have written about success  (b) have been written about success  (c) about successful  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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157.  

Drying of meats is no longer considered one of …………… for preserving food.  

(a) the ways are useful  (b) the most useful ways  (c) most are useful ways 

158.  

Due primarily to ………………..……. the community broke up.  

(a) internal stresses  (b) there were internal stresses  (c) internal stresses of it 

159.  

The man …………………… he crossed the main street.  

(a) looked with caution after  (b) had looked cautiously before  (c) looks cautious when  

160.  

Birds and insects have both evolved efficient …………………….. capabilities.  

(a) fly  (b) flying  (c) is flying  

161.  

The sea medusa is called jellyfish because it ……………….. jelly   

(a) looks rather like  (b) looks like rather  (c) which looks rather like 

162.  

This building houses one of the largest …………………… collections of books in the world.  

(a) and fine  (b) yet fine  (c) and finest  

163.  

………………………….. in 1990, this bridge is the most important one of this town.  

(a) Completing  (b) Completed  (c) To complete  

164.  

Despite claims that new generation filters make smoking somewhat safer, in fact they only 

marginally reduce, ……………….. eliminate, the hazards.  

(a) none  (b) not  (c) nor  

165.  

…………………….. the operation costs were rising so fast, the board decided to reduce personnel.  

(a) Because  (b) So  (c) AS a result 

166.  The speaker is ……………………………..  

(a) know a great deal in terms of the subject  

(b) a person who has close awareness of the subject  

(c) very well acquainted with the subject 

167.  The skyscraper, ………………………., originated in the United States  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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(a) is a tall commercial 

structure 

(b) a tall commercial structure  (c) a tall commercial structure which  

168.  

Ostriches are ……………………………… of living birds.  

(a) large, strong  (b) the largest and strongest  (c) larger and strong  

169.  

………………… last week did he begin to offer private lessons.  

(a) Not until  (b) Until  (c) Not since 

170.  

Water freezes in the cracks of rocks, ……………………. expands and causes the rocks to break 

apart.  

(a) but  (b) then  (c) it 

171.  

The belief in life after death exists in both primitive societies ……............... advanced cultures.  

(a) and  (b) and also  (c) and in  

172.  The lower the stock market falls, ……………………………………… . 

(a) higher the price of gold rises  

(b) the price of gold rises high  

(c) the higher the price of gold rises  

173.  

A way of storing information is learning ………………………. it  

(a) how repeat  (b) repeating  (c) to repeat  

174.  

General Tom and General Kim ………...... him at the palace to sign the document.  

(a) to meet  (b) meet (c) meeting   

175.  

An advisor to both former presidents, ……………………. of this university  

(a) Dr. Smith was the founder  (b) Dr. Smith, who was the founder  (c) the founder was Dr. Smith 

176.  

In our society the birth of a girl is welcomed with an enthusiasm ………. to that of a boy. 

(a) equal   (b) equally   (c) they are equal   

177.  She was very angry that her mail ……………………… . 

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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(a) had opened  (b) opened  (c) had been opened  

178.  

A slipped disk is a condition ………… the intervertebral disk protrudes and presses on nerves. 

(a) which is  (b) in which  (c) what  

179.  

He was most famous for his poetry, but ……………. a schoolteacher and a literally critic.  

(a) moreover  (b) together  (c) he was also 

180.  

Julie ………………. to take part in the seminar.  

(a) has (b) must   (c) should  

181.  

This area includes both hills, ……………. the plateau between them. 

(a) and too (b) as well as  (c) also  

182.  

In a parliamentary system, it is not the monarch but the prime minster …………………. .  

(a) whom the real power  (b) who has the real power  (c) whom has the real power  

183.  

She ………………. looked forward to the new venture.  

(a) with great eagerness  (b) eagerly  (c) in a state of increasing eagerness  

184.  

In a suspension bridge ……………… that carry one or more flexible cables  

(a) there are two towers  (b) tow towers there are  (c) towers there are two  

185.  

Pioneer men endured terrible hardships and  

(a) so do their children  (b) neither did the children  (c) so did their children  

186.  

The spiral threads of a spider web have a substance on them ………………. insects. 

(a) traps  (b) which tarps  (c) which in traps  

187.  

The gibbon ranges over ………….. other animals do.  

(a) a wider area than  (b) than an area wider  (c) wider than the area 

188.  

There is evidence that humans used fire ……………… 400.000 B.C. 

(a) so early  (b) the earliest   (c) as early as  

189.  You can tell he has hit the ………………… time because of the car he drives.  

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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(a) massive  (b) big  (c) large  

190.  

This plant ……………. a wavy, gliding motion.  

(a) having  (b) being  (c) has  

191.  

The manager told his receptionist that he would return ……………………. . 

(a) as early as it would be possible  (b) as soon as possible  (c) at the nearest early possibility  

192.  

A long grabber has a long arm ……………… . 

(a) calls jib  (b) calling jib  (c) called a jib  

193.  This book, …………………., is a novel set in France.  

(a) which by Daniel Smith  

(b) which was written by Daniel Smith  

(c) was written by Daniel Smith  

194.  

He will not be able to attend the meeting tonight because …………………….  

(a) he will be teaching a class  (b) he must to teach a class  (c) he will have teaching a class  

195.  

Once an allergen has been identified ………….. tests, it is possible for be treated.  

(a) means of  (b) by means  (c) by means of  

196.  

The committee decided to award ……………………. a prize.  

(a) his contestant  (b) the contestant  (c) him the contestant  

197.  

Not until the 20
th

 century ……………………….. achieve recognition  

(a) had his work  (b) did his work  (c) his work  

198.  

………………………. is not a new idea.  

(a) The planning of cities  (b) Cities to plan them  (c) Plan cities  

199.  

…………………… were first viewed through a telescope by Galileo.  

(a) Jupiter has four moons  (b) Jupiter surrounded by four moons (c) Jupiter‘s four moons 

200.  

………………….. Boston‘s proximity to London, it is an important link in the nation‘s 

transportation system.  

(a) Since  (b) Because of  (c) However  

 

 

(V) Choose the correct answer from (a), (b), (c), or (d) for each one of the following sentences 
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The Trial 

The attorney for the defense stood before the jury. The courtroom was hushed. 

The judge leaned forward, waiting for the gray-suited young lawyer to speak.  

―Ladies and gentlemen,‖ he began, ―Mrs. Bolton has been accused of driving 

without a license.  The fact is, she has a driver‘s license, which permits her to drive a 

car. She merely left it home on the day a police officer stopped her. Because of this 

small mistake, she has been put through a terrible ordeal, including a police 

investigation with the police searching for the facts.‖   

―If this trial results in a conviction and Mrs. Bolton loses her license, she will be 

unable to continue the business enterprise she recently started she recently started: a 

driving service for the disabled. Would that be justice? Would it be fair for anyone? 

No, it would be a truly sad circumstance, a truly unfortunate state of affairs. Mrs. 

Bolton is a careful driver who is mindful of the occupants in her car. These people, as 

well as Mrs. Bolton, would be hurt by this decision.  

―Driving is a privilege, not a right. Not everyone deserves it. People who misuse 

a privilege should have it taken from them. Mrs. Bolton has not misused this privilege.  

―Justice is not about popularity. If you don‘t like me because I have been loud in 

my objections during this trial, don‘t take it out on Mrs. Bolton. She is a good citizen 

whose business is just on the threshold of success. She is on the brink of making her 

enterprise pay off. When you go into the jury room for your conference at the end of 

this court session, please vote not guilty.‖  

  

 

 (1) Read the text below, then answer the questions that follow  
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[1]  Find the vocabulary word that fits each definition below. 
 

attorney conviction justice occupant privilege 

circumstance enterprise license ordeal session 

conference investigation objection popularity threshold 

 

No. Definition Word 

(1)  a difficult and painful experience  ………………………………. 

(2)  a careful search for facts  ………………………………. 

(3)  fair treatment  ………………………………. 

(4)  a statement or feeling of dislike or disapproval  ………………………………. 

(5)  being well-liked or having lots of friends  ………………………………. 

(6)  

a document giving official permission  

a permission to do something or own something  
………………………………. 

(7)  

a meeting of a group to discuss work; a period of time 

set aside to work on a specific activity 
………………………………. 

(8)  the beginning point of something  ………………………………. 

(9)  comes after one is found guilty in a trial  ………………………………. 

(10)  Someone who fills a position or lives in a place ………………………………. 
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[2]  Write the letter of the correct definition in the blank before each word.  

No. Your answer  Word  Definition 

  Circumstance A. a special right or advantage ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (11)

(12)  
 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

Conference B. a lawyer  

(13)  
 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

Attorney C. an event, situation, or fact  

(14)  
 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

Privilege D. a project or business venture  

(15)  
 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

Enterprise E. a formal meeting for discussion  

 

[3] Use your knowledge of word meanings to complete each item below.  

No. Definition Your answer  

(16)  

This word tells the result of a jury finding a defendant guilty 

but it also means a strong belief in something 
…………………..…. 

(17)  

This word is something a lawyer might say but it is also an 

expression of dislike or disapproval. 
…………………..…. 

(18)  

This word can refer to the beginning of something but it can 

also mean a doorway. 
…………………..…. 

(19)  

This word can refer to a business or project but it also means an 

adventurous spirit or gumption. 
…………………..…. 

(20)  You would get this if you wanted to drive a car or own a dog. …………………..…. 
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[4] Judge Solomon Davidson printed out his speech this morning but, unluckily, at lunchtime 

he got ketchup stains all over the paper. The blanks show where the ketchup stains are. 

Choose the word that fits in each sentence. Write your answer in the blank. 
 

attorney conviction justice occupant privilege 

circumstance enterprise license ordeal session 

conference investigation objection popularity threshold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, ever since I got my (1) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  

(enterprise, license, justice) to practice law as an (2) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (attorney, 

occupant, investigation) in this great state, I have been deeply concerned with issues of 

fairness and rightness — that is, of simple (3) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (justice, 

conference, popularity). Today, as the (4) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (session, occupant, 

threshold) of this bench in this courtroom, I would like to open this (5) 

 of the court with a reminder to (ordeal, circumstance, session) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

you. It is your duty to be jurors, but it is also a special (6) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(privilege, conviction, license) of our democracy, which you should greatly value. You 

should not view it as a painful (7) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (ordeal, investigation, 

objection) you want to get over with. Remember, this trial began only after a long (8) 

 by the police who (investigation, conference, privilege) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

examined and questioned every aspect of the case. Every little fact and event — every(9)  

 — no matter how small (circumstance, objection, enterprise) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

may hold the key to this case. In the jury room, take all the time you need to discuss every 

aspect of this case fully. You are on the (10) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (threshold, 

conviction, justice) of making a decision that will change someone‘s life. Act wisely. 
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[5] Choose the word that best fits in each sentence. Write it on the line. 

 

(1)  
One year after starting her business, she found herself on the ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (enterprise, 

threshold, session) of success. 

(2)  
To gain ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (privilege, ordeal, popularity) with others, be nice to them and 

show an interest in things they like. 

(3)  
The ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (attorney, objection, investigation) at the defendant‘s table was 

dressed in a gray suit and red tie. 

(4)  
The four partners held a ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (conviction, circumstance, conference) to decide 

what to name their company. 

(5)  
The test had been such a painful ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (investigation, license, ordeal), she could 

hardly believe she got an A. 

(6)  
The suspect asked the police officer, ―Am I under ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (license, investigation, 

attorney) for the crime?‖ 

(7)  
Opening a bookstore on this street corner would be a wonderful new ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(popularity, conviction, enterprise). 

(8)  
In the judge‘s opinion,  ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (justice, session, objection) was a more important 

value than popularity. 

(9)  

Lia was given the  ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (occupant, privilege, circumstance) of raising the 

flag every morning. 

(10)  
The teacher held a special after-school  ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (privilege, enterprise, session) 

for students who wanted to catch up on work they had missed. 
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 (2) Read the text below, then answer the questions that follow  

First Contact 

What if you were on the first spaceship ever to encounter life on another planet? 

Suppose you are a reporter who has accompanied the crew on their journey. You go 

with them because you want to get a good story, so what do you do?  

You watch and listen to everything that goes on; you try to overhear secret 

conversations. When the captain tells you she can‘t answer one of your questions, you 

persist by asking it again and again. The captain dominates the ship: she is the boss; 

her word is law. But she appreciates or understands the fact that your job is to find out 

things and report them to the public. 

 The ship lands on a hot, dry planet whose blazing sun scorches the sandy red 

land. ―I need your advice. What do you recommend that we do?‖ the captain asks her 

chief scientist.  

―The plan I propose is that we go outside and scout around,‖ the scientist says. 

―I suggest we do this to determine whether or not there‘s life out there.‖  

―If we find intelligent beings, we must be careful not to interfere with their way 

of life. We can‘t disturb things,‖ the captain says. ―And when the scouts return, we 

must isolate them. We have to separate them in case they have caught any germs.‖ 

The captain forms a scouting party—and she asks you to join it! Soon you find 

yourself in a spacesuit, walking on soft, hot sand. You experience two feelings that you 

would like to quench: thirst and curiosity. Can you satisfy them? 

You walk and walk. ―There‘s nothing here,‖ one of the scouts says in despair.  

―Don‘t worry,‖ you say, trying to console him. ―At least it doesn‘t look 

dangerous.‖ Then, as you come to the top of the hill, your heart pounds wildly and your 

interest suddenly revives. You feel renewed excitement. ―Look!‖ you cry. ―Look at that 
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[1] Read each definition below. Circle the word that matches each definition. You may 

use your dictionary to help you. 
 

accompany  determine  interfere  persist recommend  

appreciate  dominate  isolate  propose  revive  

console  encounter  overhear  quench  scorch  

 

(1)  to go somewhere with someone 

encounter overhear accompany 

(2)  to burn; to dry or discolor using heat 

quench  scorch  isolate 

(3)  to keep on doing something in spite of warnings or obstacles 

persist  

 
determine appreciate 

(4)  to put out (as fire with water); to satisfy 

persist  scorch quench 

(5)  to come upon; to meet, especially unexpectedly 

recommend  

 
encounter dominate 

(6)  to separate something from everything else; 

to keep things separate  

dominate  isolate interfere 

(7)  suggest or present a plan 

propose console 
revive 

 

(8)  to hear something not meant for your ears 

persist  recommend overhear 
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[2] Continue the activity. Read each definition below. Circle the word that matches 

each definition. You may use your dictionary to help you. 
 

accompany  determine  interfere  persist recommend  

appreciate  dominate  isolate  propose  revive  

console  encounter  overhear  quench  scorch  

 

(9)  to value or think well of; to understand 

accompany  appreciate encounter 

(10)  to find out for certain; to decide 

console  overhear determine 

(11)  to control or rule; to be the most important 

accompany dominate isolate  

(12)  to come back to life; to give new strength and freshness to 

revive  quench recommend 

(13)  to get involved in a situation that has nothing to do with you; to get in the way 

propose appreciate interfere 

(14)  to suggest or advise 

encounter  scorch recommend 

(15)  to comfort; to ease the sadness or disappointment of 

scorch console appreciate 
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[3] Write the vocabulary word that best answers the question. 

accompany  determine  interfere  persist recommend  

appreciate  dominate  isolate  propose  revive  

console  encounter  overhear  quench  scorch  

 

(1)  If you were very thirsty, what would you want to do with your thirst? 

I would want to ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ my thirst. 

(2)  If an astronaut looked around for intelligent beings on a planet and these beings suddenly 

appeared, what would the astronaut do? 

The astronaut would seek out or want to ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ the creatures. 

(3)  A spaceship carrying vital supplies tries to dock with another spaceship. It fails. What 

should the captain do next? 

The captain should  ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  in trying. 

(4)  Two alien creatures are fighting for power. What does each want to do? 

Each wants to ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ the other. 

(5)  An astronaut finds a strange lump of alien matter. What must she find out? 

 

She must ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ whether it is alive. 

(6)  An astronaut is scared to visit an alien village. What does this astronaut ask another 

astronaut? 

―Will you please ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ me or go with me to that alien 

village?‖ 

(7)  An astronaut collects a sample of alien germs. What must the astronaut do? 

 

The astronaut must ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ the sample from contact with the 

crew. 

(8)  A spaceship lands on a war-torn planet. What does the captain tell the crew? 

 

―We must not ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ in the wars of this planet.‖ 
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[4] Each phrase below is the stem of a sentence. Complete each sentence using the verb in 

parentheses. The context will give you a clue about what tense of the verb you should use. 

accompany  determine  interfere  persist recommend  

appreciate  dominate  isolate  propose  revive  

console  encounter  overhear  quench  scorch  

 

 

[5] Match each verb on the left to the action it describes on the right. 

 

ـــ ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (6)  console  A.  to come upon; to meet 

 determine  B.  to separate something from something else ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (7)

 encounter  C.  to keep on doing something ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (8)

 persist  D.  to give comfort; to listen to someone‘s problems ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (9)

 isolate  E.  to find out for certain; to decide ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (10)

 

 

(1)  
The captain was very sad because we didn‘t find any living creatures, so 

………………………………………………………………..……………..  (console) 

(2)  
When you‘re tired after a long day of searching for aliens, 

…………….………………………………..……….……………………….. (revive) 

(3)  
If the captain …………….……………………………………………………………..., 

then we will do so (recommend)  

(4)  
Thousands of years ago on that strange planet, ………………………………………..… 

(dominate)  

(5)  
Our captain won‘t give up and keeps …………………………………..………………. 

(persist) 
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[6]  Circle the letter of the correct answer. 
 

accompany  determine  interfere  persist recommend  

appreciate  dominate  isolate  propose  revive  

console  encounter  overhear  quench  scorch  

 

 

(1)  Human beings believe that they are the most important species on Earth. In other words, 

human beings believe that they ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ. 

(a) encounter the Earth (c) propose the Earth  

(b) dominate the earth  (d) isolate the Earth  

(2)  It may be harmful to get in the way of other creatures‘ lives. Therefore, a good rule for 

visiting other planets might be, ―Don‘t  ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ. 

(a) persist  (c) overhear  

(b) determine  (d) interfere  

(3)  If you enjoy and value creatures different from yourself, what do you do? ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ   

(a) accompany them  (c) appreciate them  

(b) quench them  (d) scorch them  

(4)  Two space probes fly from Earth to Mars at the same time. The two probes ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ . 

(a) accompany each other  (c) appreciate each other  

(b) determine each other  (d) recommend each other  

(5)  If you travel too close to the Sun, it will   ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ . 

(a) quench you  (c) revive you  

(b) console you  (d) scorch you  
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 (3) Read the text below, then answer the questions that follow  

Letter to the Editor  

Recently our mayor appointed a group of people to discuss how to improve this 

city. By naming these people, the mayor made a strong statement. She proclaimed to 

all that she is serious about improving the quality of life in our town. I foresee that in 

the future this work will have good results.  

There is one problem I would like this committee to address: the junkyards that 

line Northern Highway. I want this eyesore to disappear from our town—to go away 

and never return. These ugly yards disgrace our city; they make me ashamed to bring 

visitors to that part of town. There are at least six junkyards in a row on that road—this 

figure is accurate; I am not exaggerating the number. In fact, because there are no 

fences separating the junkyards, they overlap so that the whole stretch seems like one 

huge junk city. The yards are so thick with trash that if you try to walk through one, 

you can barely penetrate or force your way through the junk to get to the middle. 

Certainly, there is no room to browse, or wander around looking at things. A friend of 

mine once threw out a nice chair, the kind that swivels around. I thought I might 

retrieve it, take it home, and fix it up. But when I tried to locate it in the junkyard, I 

could barely move, much less find what I wanted.  

How did these junkyards arise? Some people hoard their goods for years. They 

never throw anything out. Others inherit things from their parents or grandparents and 

don‘t want to get rid of them. But at last, the things they have acquired can no longer 

fit into their houses. So finally the unwanted items get sent to the junkyard.  

Junkyards arose to take care of the problem of getting rid of too much stuff. But 

now, the yards themselves are the problem. I say, let‘s get rid of them—let‘s banish 

them from our town. 
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[1] Match each verb in the left-hand column with its definition in the right-hand column. 

Write the letter of the definition in the blank by the word. 

acquire  browse  exaggerate  inherit  proclaim  

appoint  disappear  foresee  overlap  retrieve  

banish  disgrace  hoard  penetrate  swivel  

 

 proclaim  A.  to receive something from someone after he or she dies  (1) ــــــــــــــــــــــ

 browse  B.  to go out of sight, vanish  (2) ــــــــــــــــــــــ

 inherit  C.  to store up and keep; to collect things  (3) ــــــــــــــــــــــ

 exaggerate  D.  to look through something casually  (4) ــــــــــــــــــــــ

 appoint  E.  to announce something publicly  (5) ــــــــــــــــــــــ

 disappear  F.  to choose someone for a job or position  (6) ــــــــــــــــــــــ

 retrieve  G.  to bring shame upon; to make people feel ashamed  (7) ــــــــــــــــــــــ

 disgrace  H.  to get rid of; to send someone away  (8) ــــــــــــــــــــــ

 banish  I.  to make something seem bigger or better than it really is  (9) ــــــــــــــــــــــ

 hoard  J.  to bring something back or get something back  (10) ــــــــــــــــــــــ

 

 Bonus: Write a sentence using two of the vocabulary words.  

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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[2] In the boxes, write the vocabulary verb that fits each meaning. Notice that some of 

the boxes have numbers under them. Use these letters at the end of the activity to identify a 

mystery word. 

acquire  browse  exaggerate  inherit  proclaim  

appoint  disappear  foresee  overlap  retrieve  

banish  disgrace  hoard  penetrate  swivel  

 

 

 

 Bonus Now write the numbered letters in the boxes below. You will identify a 

word for old and valuable things that you might find in a junkyard. 

 

 

 

 

 

(11)  to force your way into; to go inside or through something 

 

(12)  to predict or see beforehand 

 

(13)  to turn or rotate on a spot 

 

(14)  to extend over or cover part of something else 

 

(15)  to get or obtain 
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[3] Answer each question below with a complete sentence that uses the boldface verb. 

acquire  browse  exaggerate  inherit  proclaim  

appoint  disappear  foresee  overlap  retrieve  

banish  disgrace  hoard  penetrate  swivel  

 

 

 

(1)  If you were mayor of your town, what would you like to proclaim to one and all? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(2)  Imagine you are exploring a junkyard. What might you want to retrieve from it and 

why? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(3)  How would you feel after you swivel on a stool? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(4)  What is one thing you foresee happening in the near future? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(5)  In what kind of place are you most likely to browse? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(6)  Imagine you won five hundred dollars. What would you like to acquire if you could, 

and why? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(7)  Why do you suppose some people like to hoard things? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(8)  What is something that people often exaggerate? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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[4] You are writing a letter to the editor about the problem of litter on the streets. Choose 

the right verb to fit in each sentence. Make sure the verb agrees in number with the noun 

that is the subject. Write the verb in the blank. 

acquire  browse  exaggerate  inherit  proclaim  

appoint  disappear  foresee  overlap  retrieve  

banish  disgrace  hoard  penetrate  swivel  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1)  A well-run community is one that has no unsightly litter. It‘s a community from which 

litter …………………………………………… quickly from the streets. 

(2)  I do not …………………………………………… or stretch the truth when I say that our 

community has one of the worst litter problems I have ever seen. 

(3)  Sometimes on windy days umbrellas are blown from people‘s hands. If people 

…………………………………………… the broken umbrellas and throw them in the 

trash cans, the umbrellas won‘t litter the streets. 

(4)  The boundaries of my neighborhood …………………………………………… with the 

next neighborhood. This means that it is not clear what trucks should pick up the garbage 

and so often the garbage is not collected. 

(5)  This litter problem in our community is shameful. A town ……………………………  

itself when it allows unsightly litter to pile up. 
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[5] Sam, the owner of Sam’s Junkyard, persists in talking to his customers until they buy 

something. In the blanks, write the verbs that are missing in Sam’s sales pitches. 

acquire  browse  exaggerate  inherit  proclaim  

appoint  disappear  foresee  overlap  retrieve  

banish  disgrace  hoard  penetrate  swivel  

 

  

 

Welcome! I proudly (1) …………………………………….. that this is the greatest 

junkyard in the world. In fact, the International Junkyard Society may (2) 

…………………………me its president! 

  

 

Take time to (3) …………………………………….. through my stuff. You may find and 

(4) …………………………………….. something lovely and unexpected, maybe 

something you‘ll (5) …………………………………….. secretly in your attic. You‘ll find 

something to pass down to your kids, something for them to (6) 

……………………………………..  from you. Maybe you‘ll find something you lost years 

ago that you can now (7) …………………………………….. or take back home. 

  

 

On the other hand, maybe there‘s something you want to get rid of. Sell it to me! (8) 

…………………………………….. it from your house forever. It will (9) 

……………………………………..  from view, into the depths of Sam‘s Junkyard. Yes, 

friends, I don‘t (10) ……………………………………..  when I say I‘m the King of Junk. 
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 (4) Read the text below, then answer the questions that follow  

The Redwood Forest’s Secrets 

The redwood forest is lush, with green, thick, and healthy plant life. It is of 

considerable size, with almost 200 miles of walking trails. With its grand old redwood 

trees, rivers, streams, and hundreds of animal species, it is one of the most splendid and 

magnificent places in the world.  

The majestic redwood tree is a grandly beautiful tree that can grow to a height of 

367 feet and regularly reaches the age of 600 years. Around its roots, ferns grow, 

looking flimsy and soft, but they are actually tough and hardy.  

Although the forest is quiet, it is not silent. Repeatedly throughout the day, there 

is a continual low murmur made up of the chirping of birds, creaking branches, and 

buzzing insects. The sound of a woodpecker rapping at a tree is enjoyable. The 

woodpecker is insistent—he taps, taps, taps, demanding attention, with a regular 

rhythm. Even higher up, a blue jay, happy in the bright sunlight, gives a sharp, jubilant 

cry.  

Under the trees, rowdy squirrels play noisily in the leaves and fight over tidbits 

of food. Other obscure noises come from behind the trees. What could these faint, 

indistinct sounds be? Perhaps somewhere under cover, a mountain lion watches, 

secretive, out of sight of its prey, its sinister purpose known only to the beast itself. 

There is no kindness or pity in its eyes. When it pounces, it will not be merciful.  

The redwood forest needs to be protected. It is important that people be resolute 

or determined to keep the redwood forest healthy. One way to be supportive of this 

cause is to encourage people to never leave litter behind when they visit. Protecting the 

forest will ensure that the redwoods will continue to grow and bring joy to the many 

people who visit every year from all over the world. Their presence is a gift of nature 

for which to be thankful. 
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[1] Use the clues below to complete the crossword puzzle. You may use the glossary in the 

back of the book to help you. 

considerable  insistent  magnificent  obscure  secretive  

continual  jubilant  majestic  resolute  sinister  

flimsy  lush  merciful  rowdy  supportive  
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[2] In the blank by each definition, write the adjective that matches it. You may use an 

English-English dictionary to help you. 

considerable  insistent  magnificent  obscure  secretive  

continual  jubilant  majestic  resolute  sinister  

flimsy  lush  merciful  rowdy  supportive  

 

(1)  relentless; not giving up ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(2)  splendid; grand ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(3)  loud; noisy ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(4)  tight-lipped; sly ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(5)  hidden; unknown ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(6)  frail; weak ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  

(7)  steady; constant ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(8)  kind; generous; showing mercy or 

forgiveness 
 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

(9)  determined; firm ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(10)  menacing; threatening ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 
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[3] Write a sentence responding to each item below. Use the boldface adjective in your 

response. 

considerable  insistent  magnificent  obscure  secretive  

continual  jubilant  majestic  resolute  sinister  

flimsy  lush  merciful  rowdy  supportive  

 

(1)  Name two people or places that you think are magnificent. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(2)  Name two occasions that might make you jubilant. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(3)  Name two situations in which you are likely to be insistent. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(4)  Name two places where plant life would most likely to be lush. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(5)  Name two situations in which one person can be supportive of another. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(6)  Name two people whom you believe are resolute about their goals. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(7)  Name two places that you think are majestic. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(8)  Name two situations in which a person or animal might be secretive. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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[4] Think about each situation below. Then write each phrase on the lines under the 

adjective you would use to describe that situation. 

considerable  insistent  magnificent  obscure  secretive  

continual  jubilant  majestic  resolute  sinister  

flimsy  lush  merciful  rowdy  supportive  
 

 

Situations 

lapping of ocean waves sun rising and setting big town celebration 

alligator hiding in water team winning debate storming ocean 

huge snow-capped mountain peaks not telling anyone about a surprise party roaring waterfall along hiking trial 

receiving award for a poem a detective‘s work the passing of time 

 

 

Jubilant  Continual  

 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (7) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (1)

 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (8) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (2)

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (3)  ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (9) 

Majestic  Secretive  

 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (10) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (4)

 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (11) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (5)

 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (12) ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  (6)
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[5] Complete the chart. Use the information above to help you. (Hint: Drop the e in continue when you 

add -al.) 

considerable  insistent  magnificent  obscure  secretive  

continual  jubilant  majestic  resolute  sinister  

flimsy  lush  merciful  rowdy  supportive  

 

No. Root Word Adjective Endings Adjective 

(1)  consider  ……………………………. considerable  

(2)  continue  -al ………………………………. 

(3)  ………………………. -ent  insistent  

(4)  majesty  …………………………… majestic  

(5)  ………………………. -ive supportive  

 

[6] Choose the word that best fits in each blank. Write it on the line. 

1.  I am ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ in my decision: I will take more camping trips! 

(a) ontinual  (b) rowdy (c) resolute 

2.  Ever since we arrived in this forest, I have heard the  ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  the chirping of birds. 

(a) supportive  (b) secretive (c) continual 

3.  This ocean with its giant waves crashing on the shore is a  ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  sight.  

(a) magnificent  (b) obscure (c) merciful 

4.  Our tent is so ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ that the wind almost blew it apart last night. 

(a) obscure  (b) lush (c) flimsy 

5.  I think that the view along the coastline is a most ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ sight. 

(a) jubilant  (b) sinister (c) majestic 
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[7] Read the paragraphs. Write the vocabulary word that best fits on each line. 

 

considerable  insistent  magnificent  obscure  secretive  

continual  jubilant  majestic  resolute  sinister  

flimsy  lush  merciful  rowdy  supportive  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the redwood forest, there is a trail of (1) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (flimsy, sinister, 

considerable) interest and great beauty where people can hike. The trail leads through (2) 

 old-growth forests with incredible ocean (lush, supportive, rowdy) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

views. This area also has many (3) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (obscure, jubilant, continual), 

unspoiled, and out-of-the-way beaches. 

A group of hikers decided to follow this trail to a campsite they had asked about at 

the visitor center. When they arrived, they pitched their tents and built a fire in the fire pit. 

They tried to be quiet. They did not want to be (4) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (resolute, 

magnificent, rowdy) or make too much noise. They told ghost stories late into the night.  

Later that night they were awakened by a dreadful sound — (5) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(sinister, flimsy, supportive) laughter coming from the woods. It turned out to be only 

the wind howling through the trees. 
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 (5) Read the text below, then answer the questions that follow  

The Great Expedition 

It seemed like a brash, bold, and even foolish idea when Thomas Jefferson 

bought the Louisiana Territory from France in1803 for the outlandish amount of $15 

million—a ridiculously low figure by today‘s standards. But the purchase had an 

explosive effect on America‘s growth, doubling the country‘s size in one stroke. 

To explore the new territory, Jefferson appointed Meriwether Lewis—a serious, 

even somber, man—as leader. Lewis in turn picked the refined William Clark, a gifted 

naturalist and courteous gentleman, as his second in command. 

This was no lonely journey by a solitary explorer. The expedition was a busy 

little world, a small group of people or a traveling miniature community entering other 

communities— Mandan, Hidatsa, Shoshone, Nez Perce—along the way. The West‘s 

population may have seemed sparse to Easterners used to crowded cities, but the land 

was home to dozens of Native American nations, each with its own proud culture. 

The land they traveled through must have seemed as strange and exotic to them 

as Mars would seem to explorers today. However, magnificent scenery thrilled the 

travelers wherever they went. Imagine a radiant, sunny day on the prairie, with the 

Rocky Mountains in the distance. The cloudless sky was nothing like the often murky, 

overcast weather in the East. It was so clear, it almost seemed transparent. The vast, 

rolling fields, dotted with wildflowers, had a calm and serene beauty. 

There were dangers on the journey, of course—treacherous mountain passes 

and churning rapids. One frightful incident occurred on May 14, 1805, when a storm 

on the Missouri River almost overturned the boat with the expedition‘s precious 

records. However, the expedition was a success and all but one man returned safely to 

its starting point in St. Louis on September 23, 1806—a great day in American history. 
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[1] For each item, first read the definition. Then fill in the blank in the sentence with the 

correct adjective from the three choices. Use the context to help you make your choice. You may use 

your dictionary to help you. 

brash  explosive  outlandish  serene  sparse  

courteous  frightful  overcast  solitary  transparent  

exotic  miniature  radiant  somber  treacherous  

 

1.  Definition: polite and respectful 

(a) courteous  (b) brash (c) somber 

It is ……………….……….. to say ―thank you‖ for a gift. 

2.  Definition: very odd or strange; peculiar 

(a) overcast  (b) outlandish (c) serene 

Everyone stared when Lewis arrived wearing a(n) ………………….. weather-beaten bear-skin coat. 

3.  Definition: clear, obvious; lets light through 

(a) exotic  (b) radiant (c) transparent 

The water was so ………………………………….. you could see ten feet down to the bottom. 

4.  Definition: covered with clouds; gray 

(a) sparse  (b) brash (c) overcast 

The group returned on a damp, dark,  …………………………………… day in September. 

5.  Definition: dangerous; not to be trusted 

(a) courteous  (b) explosive (c) treacherous 

The …………………..……. wooden bridge swung beneath their feet, terrifying them at every step. 

6.  Definition: terrible; shocking 

(a) radiant  (b) overcast (c) frightful 

The battered houses were in a(n) ………………………………………….. state after the hailstorm. 

7.  Definition: spread thinly; not dense 

(a) sparse  (b) exotic (c) transparent 

The dry grass was thin and, ………………………………………. with many bare patches. 

8.  Definition: bold; reckless 

(a) treacherous  (b) solitary (c) brash 

The ………………….. and cocky rider leaped upon the horse bareback and galloped wildly away. 
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[2] Continue the activity. For each item, read the definition. Then fill in the blank in the sentence with 

the correct adjective from the three choices. Use the context to help you make your choice. You may use 

your dictionary to help you. 

brash  explosive  outlandish  serene  sparse  

courteous  frightful  overcast  solitary  transparent  

exotic  miniature  radiant  somber  treacherous  

 

9.  Definition: smaller than the usual size 

(a) miniature  (b) explosive (c) frightful 

The pony ……………………………………….. only came up to his waist. 

10.  Definition: likely to blow up or explode suddenly 

(a) sparse  (b) explosive  (c) somber 

The general‘s temper was ……………………………; he would burst out yelling without warning. 

11.  Definition: calm; peaceful 

(a) serene  (b) exotic (c) courteous 

The sea remained steady and …………………………………. with a mere hint of a breeze. 

12.  Definition: bright and shining; glowing 

(a) radiant  (b) frightful (c) outlandish 

It was a beautiful, clear day with a(n) ……………………………………. sun shining overhead. 

13.  Definition: single; spending a lot of time alone 

(a) transparent  (b) treacherous (c) solitary 

A ……………………………………………. oak tree cast a lonely shadow on the wide, flat prairie. 

14.  Definition: sad; serious; dark and gloomy 

(a) overcast  (b) somber (c) sparse 

Staring at the clouds, he gave us his ………………………. prediction: ―There‘s a blizzard coming.‖ 

15.  Definition: strange and fascinating; from a faraway country 

(a) explosive  (b) exotic (c) brash 

They liked to travel to ………………………………………. places—the more unusual, the better. 
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[3] Jedediah likes to brag about everything. Fill in the blanks in this tale with vocabulary 

words that fit the context. 

 

brash  explosive  outlandish  serene  sparse  

courteous  frightful  overcast  solitary  transparent  

exotic  miniature  radiant  somber  treacherous  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Well now, there was the time back in ‘07 when I met the most (1) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(frightful, courteous, miniature) bear in all the territories, a really terrifying critter. I 

remember it was a cloudy, gray, (2) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (radiant, sparse, overcast) day in the 

Rockies. I was living in my usual (3) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (solitary, treacherous, brash) way, 

all by myself in my one-room cabin by a cool, pure stream. The water was so (4) 

 you could see the trout swimming above (exotic, transparent, somber) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

the pebbles. My little cabin stood in a meadow filled with flowers of all kinds, including 

some (5) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ   (explosive, exotic, courteous) ones that I‘d never seen before 

and have never seen since. Well, all of a sudden in walks this bear as (6)  ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(brash, solitary, overcast) as you please, without even asking my permission. He sits 

down at my table and before I know it, he grabs my plate of beans. Well, I tried to be (7) 

 ,cause that‘s the way my mama raised me‘ ,(courteous, serene, somber) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

so I said to this bear, ―Pardner, would you like some ketchup with that?‖ Well, this bear 

had one (8) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ (sparse, transparent, explosive) temper. There must have 

been something about the word ketchup that set him off. Right away he was up on his 

hind legs, nine feet tall, throwing all my best plates around and making the most (9) 

 display of himself. It was a (10) (miniature, outlandish, radiant) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

 and very serious moment; I could have lost (sparse, somber, exotic) ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

everything I own right then and there. I knew I had to be calm and think quickly. Stalling 

for time, I asked the bear, ―Do you fancy a glass of root beer with those beans?‖ 
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[4] Imagine that you are planning to write a story about pioneers who went West in the 

1800s. You would like your story to contain vivid descriptions, so you are preparing lists of adjectives 

that you might use. Write vocabulary words that fit the headings on the three lists below. Some 

words could fit in more than one category. Be prepared to explain your thinking. At the bottom of 

each list, write a sentence using one of the words that you could use in your story. 

brash  explosive  outlandish  serene  sparse  

courteous  frightful  overcast  solitary  transparent  

exotic  miniature  radiant  somber  treacherous  

 

 

Four Adjectives to Describe Setting Four Adjectives to Describe Character 

(1)   (6)  
 

(2)   (7)  
 

(3)   (8)  
 

(4)   (9)  
 

(5)  
Sentence: ………………………………........... 

…………………………………………......... 
(10)  

Sentence:………………………………………... 

………………………………………………….. 

Three Adjectives to Describe Scary Events 

(11)  
 

(12)  
 

(13)  
 

(14)  
Sentence: ………………………………................................................. 

…………………………………………................................................ 
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[5] Each riddle below asks you to identify an adjective from your vocabulary list. Use the 

clues to select the word and write it in the blank. Then write a sentence using the word. 

brash  explosive  outlandish  serene  sparse  

courteous  frightful  overcast  solitary  transparent  

exotic  miniature  radiant  somber  treacherous  

 

(1)  Clue: I‘m not just any kind of ish. I‘m a wild, wacky, zany ish. Who am I? ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(2)  Sentence: ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  

(3)  Clue: I am an ic that describes a strange, unusual place. Who am I? ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(4)  Sentence: ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  

(5)  Clue: I am an ant, but not the buggy kind! I am as shiny as the sun. Who am I? ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  

(6)  Sentence: ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  

(7)  Clue: Of the two ous words on this list, I am the more polite one. Who am I? ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(8)  Sentence: ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  

(9)  Clue: It‘s as clear as could be that I end in ent. Who am I? ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ 

(10)  Sentence: ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  
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[6] Circle the letter of the correct answer. 

brash  explosive  outlandish  serene  sparse  

courteous  frightful  overcast  solitary  transparent  

exotic  miniature  radiant  somber  treacherous  

 

1.  Someone who crashes a party without being invited is ………………………………  

(a) frightful  (b) serene (c) overcast (d) somber 

2.  Which of the following would be exotic to most Americans? …………………………… 

(a) an unfamiliar spice from a Pacific island  (c) a glass of milk 

(b) a Halloween costume (d) shorts, a T-shirt, and sneakers 

3.  Which of the following is the most explosive? ………………………….. 

(a) a screwdriver  (b) a baseball glove (c) a sheep (d) a temper 

4.  Complete this phrase: as radiant as a ……………………………….. 

(a) frown  (b) rainbow (c) stick (d) suitcase 

5.  What is the advantage of a miniature camera or computer? …………………………………………. 

(a) It has a bigger screen than the regular models. 

(b) It can take more pictures and do more calculations. 

(c) It can be easily carried. 

(d) It can be used in different languages. 

6.  A calm, quiet pond on a fine spring day could best be described as …………………………… 

(a) frightful  (b) serene (c) overcast (d) somber 

7.  Someone whose hair is sparse is ………………………………… 

(a) a redhead  (b) stylish (c) curly-haired (d) balding 

8.  A treacherous person ……………………………………………………… 

(a) seems mean at first, but is gentle underneath  (c) is afraid of other people 

(b) may betray a trusting friend (d) is helpful, kind, and caring 

9.  Which of the following actions would be outlandish? ……………………………………… 

(a) doing homework (c) going to the movies dressed as a clown 

(b) making a decision to eat more healthfully (d) going to the park to play 

10.  Which of the following could be described as somber? …………………………………………. 

(a) a championship basketball game (c) Fourth of July fireworks 

(b) a month-old baby (d) a funeral procession 

 


