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Optical isomerism

➢ Describe optical isomers as non-superimposable
mirror images about an organic chiral centre.

➢ Identify chiral centres in a molecule of given 
structural formula.

➢Explain that optical isomerism and E/Z isomerism 
are types of stereoisomerism



E and Z isomers of but-2-ene

Stereoisomers are 
species with the same 
structural formula but 
with a different 
arrangement of the 
atoms in space.



E-Z isomerism?

How to tell if it exists

✓





✓

Two different

atoms/groups 
attached

Two different

atoms/groups 
attached

Two similar

atoms/groups 
attached

Two similar

atoms/groups 
attached

Two similar

atoms/groups 
attached

Two different

atoms/groups 
attached

Two different

atoms/groups 
attached

Two different

atoms/groups 
attached

GEOMETRICAL ISOMERISM

GEOMETRICAL ISOMERISM

Once you get two similar 

atoms/groups attached to 

one end of a C=C, you 

cannot have geometrical 

isomerism



GEOMETRICAL ISOMERISM

RESTRICTED ROTATION OF C=C BONDS

C=C bonds have restricted rotation so the groups on either end of the bond are 

‘frozen’ in one position; it isn’t easy to flip between the two.

This produces two possibilities.  The two structures cannot interchange easily 

so the atoms in the two molecules occupy different positions in space.



• For some molecules the mirror image is a 
different molecule (the mirror image is 
non-superimposable).

OH

C

H
CH3

COOH

OH

C

HH3C
HOOC

(-) lactic acid (+) lactic acid

in sour milk in muscles





• Left and right hands are an example of 
non-superimposable mirror images.



Optical isomers (or enantiomers) 
are stereoisiomers that are non-
superimposable mirror images of 
each other.





• Optical isomerism arises in organic molecules 
that contain a chiral carbon.

• Chiral carbon: is a carbon atom attached to four 
different atoms or groups of atoms.

• Such molecules are said to be chiral or optically 
active.

a

C

b c
d

a

C

bc
d



Optical isomers are said to be chiral, and the 
isomers are called a pair of enantiomers.

The carbon bonded to the four different groups is 
called the chiral centre or asymmetric carbon.



TASK Which of the following molecules are optically 
active?

1) propan-2-ol

2) 2-chlorobutane

3) 1-chlorobutane

4) 3-methylhexane

5) butanone

6) 2-methylbutanoic acid

7) butan-2-ol

8) 1-chloro-3-methylpentane



propan-2-ol

NOT OPTICALLY ACTIVE

CH3 CH CH3

OH



2-chlorobutane CH3 CH CH2 CH3

Cl

OPTICALLY ACTIVE

CH2CH3

C

H
Cl

CH3

CH2CH3

C

H
Cl

H3C



1-chlorobutane

NOT OPTICALLY ACTIVE

CH2 CH2 CH2 CH3

Cl



3-methylhexane

OPTICALLY ACTIVE

CH2 CH CH2 CH2

CH3

CH3CH3

CH2CH2CH3

C

H
CH2CH3

CH3

CH2CH2CH3

C

H
CH3CH2

CH3



butanone

NOT OPTICALLY ACTIVE

C CH2 CH3CH3

O



propan-2-ol CH3 CH CH3

OH

NOT OPTICALLY ACTIVE



2-methylbutanoic acid

OPTICALLY ACTIVE

CH3 CH2 CH

CH3

C

O

OH

CH2CH3

C

CH3 COOH
H

CH2CH3

C

CH3
H

HOOC



butan-2-ol

OPTICALLY ACTIVE

CH3 CH2 CH

OH

CH3

CH2CH3

C

CH3 OH
H

CH2CH3

C

CH3
H
HO



1-chloro-3-methylpentane

OPTICALLY ACTIVE

CH3 CH2 CH

CH3

CH2 CH2

Cl

CH2CH3

C

CH3 CH2CH2Cl
H

CH2CH3

C

CH3
H

CH2ClCH2



Identify  the chiral carbon

N

O

N
+

OH

O

Very potent M3 antagonist.

Clinical candidate for COPD



• Molecules that are optical isomers are 
called enantiomers.

• Enantiomers have identical chemical and 
physical properties, except:

• Their effect on plane polarised light;

• Their reaction with other chiral molecules



• Light is a form of electromagnetic 
radiation.



               normal light
(waves vibrate in all directions)

        plane-polarised light
(vibrates in only one direction)

plane-polarised light after
     clockwise rotation

• The wave vibrations are perpendicular to 
the direction of travel of the wave.



• Optical isomers rotate the plane of plane 
polarised light.

       (-)-enantiomer
(anticlockwise rotation)

   (±)-racemate
(no overall effect)

     (+)-enantiomer
(clockwise rotation)





• Chiral molecules often react differently 
with other chiral molecules.

• This is like the idea that a right hand does 
not fit a left handed glove – the molecule 
must be the correct shape to fit the 
molecule it is reacting with.

• Many natural molecules are chiral and 
most natural reactions are affected by 
optical isomerism. 



• For example, most amino acids (and so 
proteins) are chiral, along with many 
other molecules.

• In nature, only one optical isomer occurs 
(e.g. all natural amino acids are rotate 
polarised light to the left).



• Many drugs are optically active, with one 
enantiomer only having the beneficial 
effect.

• In the case of some drugs, the other 
enantiomer can even be harmful, e.g. 
thalidomide.



• In the 1960’s thalidomide was given to 
pregnant women to reduce the effects of 
morning sickness.

• This led to many disabilities in babies and 
early deaths in many cases.



H2C

CH2

C

NHO O

H

N

O

O

H2C

CH2

C

NH OO

H

N

O

O

S thalidomide (effective drug)

The body racemises each enantiomer, 
so even pure S is dangerous as it 

converts to R in the body. 

R thalidomide (dangerous drug)



• Thalidomide was banned worldwide 
when the effects were discovered.

• However, it is starting to be used again to 
treat leprosy and HIV.

• Its use is restricted though and patients 
have to have a pregnancy test first 
(women!) and use two forms of 
contraception (if sexually active).



S carvone (caraway seed) R carvone (spearmint)

O

CH3

H C CH2

H3C

O

CH3

HCH2C

CH3

Caraway Seed has a warm, pungent, slightly 
bitter flavour with aniseed overtones. 



S limonene (lemons) R limonene (oranges)

CH3

HCCH2

CH3

CH3

H C CH2

H3C

http://geekphilosopher.com/bkg/fruitOrange2.htm
http://geekphilosopher.com/bkg/fruitLemon1.htm


The butan-2-ol molecule has a chiral carbon



Optical isomers of CH3CH2CH(NH2)CH3





Spectroscopy 
Spectra 1



Introduction

• For synthesis of new compound we use "4" methods of spectral method to

make identification for the structure of the compound.

These four methods are:

• (1) Ultra Violet (U.V) (2) Infrared (I.R)

• (3) Mass spectrometry (M.S)

• (4) Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (N.M.R)



Spectroscopy
The light is a beams of electromagnetic waves



Idea:

•Compound which we want to identify absorb an energy with a

certain wave length causes excitation and then it will emit this

energy which pass to detector and pass to plotter to plot a chart.

.

•



UV-Vis spectroscopy
Electronic absorption spectroscopy

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/8d/UV-vis.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/8d/UV-vis.png
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Spectroscopic Techniques:
Type of technique Effect of this "E" on the molecule Shape of chart Uses of this technique

U.V.

Cause changes in the electronic

energy levels within a molecule

Excitation of elec. from lower level

to higher level

Identify for conjugation (= - =)

I.R
Vibration for bond between two

atoms

Identify for the function J/gps

in the molecule

M.S
Fragmentation of the molecule to

small parts

Identify through wt. and

M.wt. of some fragment to

identify the structure

N.M.R

Microwave cause resonance of

nucleus of atom under effect of

strong magnet

δ

Identification for the types of

"H" in the compound and the

structure

M
w

t

Abandance 100 %



Chromophores is the atoms or groups 
responsible to absorption

N, S, Osuch as;
C=O, C=C, C-C, C=N, C=s 



































The π- π* transitions in π-

molecular orbitals of 1,3-

butadiene.

















Follow the Ultra-Violet 
spectroscopy



Woodward-Fieser rules 

• In this lesson we discuss a few examples of how we can utilize
the Woodward-Fieser rules to determine the wavelength of
maximum absorption for some molecules. You have to read up
the first two sections on the Woodward rules to calculate the
λmax for conjugated dienes and the Woodward rules to
calculate the λmax for α,β-unsaturated carbonyl compounds.

https://pharmaxchange.info/?p=1892
https://pharmaxchange.info/2012/08/ultraviolet-visible-uv-vis-spectroscopy-%E2%80%93-woodward-fieser-rules-to-calculate-wavelength-of-maximum-absorption-lambda-max-of-conjugated-carbonyl-compounds/


The  Numerical values for Woodward-Fieser rules are in the 
following tables:

S

Conjugated polyenes Base absorption (nm)
1 Homoannular diene 253
2 Heteroannular diene 214

Function
3 Alkyl 5
4 -OCOR 0
5 -OR 6
6 -SR 30
7 -Cl, -Br 5
8 -NR2 60
9 Extended conjugation 30

10 Exocyclic double bond 5



It is recommended that you learn on how to apply
these values on the structures and then you have to
calculate the λmax value.

In these sample problems you will be shown the
structure, then the structure is highlighted to show you
key features which would affect the λmax of the
molecule. Then the table will show you the solutions on
how to solve to get the wavelength of maximum
absorption, with a final calculated λmax using the
Woodward-Fieser rules. In some cases if we have an
observed λmax for comparison, it may be given as well.



Example 1  

  

 

2,4-dimethylpenta-1,3-diene 

Woodward Component Contribution 

Parent base- Heteroannular Diene + 214 nm 

Substituents- 3 alkyl groups 3 x 5 =  15 nm 

Calculated λmax 229 nm 

 



Example 2 

  

Name of Compound 1-methylcyclohexa-1,3-diene 

Woodward Component Contribution 

Parent base- Homoannular Diene + 253 nm 

Substituents- 3 alkyl groups 3 x 5 = + 15 nm 

Calculated λmax 268 nm 

 



Example 3 

  

Name of Compound 

3-methoxy-10-methyl-

2,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17-

dodecahydro-1H-

cyclopenta[a]phenanthrene 

Woodward Component Contribution 

Parent base- Heteroannular Diene 214 nm 

Substituents- 3 alkyl groups 

 

 

1 alkoxy group 

3 x 5 =  15 nm 

 

Exocyclic Double Bond 

+ 6 nm 

+ 5 nm 

Calculated λmax 240 nm 

 



Example 4 

  

Name of Compound 

10,13-dimethyl-2,3,9,10,11,12,13,15,16,17-

decahydro-1H-cyclopenta[a]phenanthrene 

Woodward Component Contribution 

Parent base- Heteroannular + 214 nm 

Substituents- 5 alkyl groups 

1 Double bond extending 

conjugation 

5 x 5 = + 25 nm 

+ 30 nm 

3 Exocyclic Double Bond + 15 nm 

Calculated λmax 284 nm 

 



Example 5 

Note- In this example the molecule contains both, a homoannular diene 

system and a heteroannular diene system. In such a molecule the core chromophore is considered to be the 

homoannular system and accordingly the calculations are performed. 

Homoannular system 



 
 

Component Contribution 

Parent base- Homoannular + 253 nm 

Substituents– 5 alkyl substituents 

Double bond extending conjugation 

5 x 5 = + 25 nm 

+ 30 nm 

3 Exocyclic double bonds 3 x 5 = + 15 nm 

Calculated λmax 323 nm 

 



Parent base- α,β-unsaturated 

carbonyl compound 

cyclohexenone + 214 nm

Substituents: 5 alkyl group

+ 25 nm

Cl 5

OH + 6 nm

Other Effects: 2 Double bonds 

extending conjugation + 60 nm

3 Exocyclic double bond + 15 nm

Calculated λmax 325 nm

C O O H

O H

C l





Calculation of the λmax of α,β-unsaturated 
carbonyl compounds



In this lesson we discuss a few examples of how
we can utilize the Woodward-Fieser rules to
determine the wavelength of maximum
absorption for some molecules. The Woodward
rules to calculate the λmax for α,β-unsaturated
carbonyl compounds.

The  Numerical values for Woodward-Fieser
rules are in the following tables:

https://pharmaxchange.info/2012/08/ultraviolet-visible-uv-vis-spectroscopy-%E2%80%93-woodward-fieser-rules-to-calculate-wavelength-of-maximum-absorption-lambda-max-of-conjugated-carbonyl-compounds/


S α , β- Unsaturated parent Base absorption (nm)
1 Acyclic or six membered or higher ring 

ketones
215

2 Five-membered ring ketone 205
3 Aldehydes 210
4 Carboxylic acids and esters 195
5 Extended conjugation 30
6 Homodienic component 39
7 Exocyclic double bond 5

S Substituent α β γ or higher

1 Alkyl (R-) 10 12 18

2 Hydroxyl (-OH) 35 30 50

3 Alkoxyl (RO-) 35 30 17

4 Acetoxyl (CH3COO-) 6 6 6

5 Dialkylamino (-NR2 - 95 -

6 Chloro (Cl-) 15 12 -

7 Bromo (Br-) 25 30 -

8 Alkylthio (RS-) - 85 -



It is recommended that you learn on how to apply
these values on the structures and then you have to
calculate the λmax value.

In these sample problems you will be shown the
structure, then the structure is highlighted to show
you key features which would affect the λmax of the
molecule. Then the table will show you the solutions
on how to solve to get the wavelength of maximum
absorption of α,β-unsaturated carbonyl compounds,
with a final calculated λmax using the Woodward-
Fieser rules. In some cases if we have an observed
λmax for comparison, it may be given as well.

https://pharmaxchange.info/2012/08/ultraviolet-visible-uv-vis-spectroscopy-%E2%80%93-woodward-fieser-rules-to-calculate-wavelength-of-maximum-absorption-lambda-max-of-conjugated-carbonyl-compounds/


  

Name of Compound 3,4-dimethylpent-3-en-2-one 

Component Contribution 

Parent base- α,β-unsaturated carbonyl compound + 215 nm 

Substituents at α-position- 1 alkyl group + 10 nm 

Substituents at β-position- 2 alkyl groups 2 x 12 = 24 nm 

  

Calculated λmax 249 nm 

 



Example 1 

  

Name of Compound 

1-methyl-4,5,6,7,8,8a-hexahydroazulen-

2(1H)-one 

Component Contribution 

Parent base- cyclopentenone + 205 nm 

Substituents at α-position 0 

Substituents at β-position- 2 alkyl 

groups 2 x 12= + 24 nm 

1 Exocyclic Double Bond + 5 nm 

Calculated λmax 234 nm 

 



Example 2 

  

Name of Compound 

4,4a,5,6,7,8-hexahydrophenanthren-

2(3H)-one 

Component Contribution 

Parent base- α,β-unsaturated carbonyl 

compound cyclohexenone + 215 nm 

Substituents at α-position: 0 

Substituents at β-position: 1 alkyl group + 12 nm 

Substituents at γ-position: 3 alkyl group 3 x 18 = + 54 nm 

Other Effects: 2 Double bonds extending 

conjugation 2 x 30 = + 60 nm 

Homoannular Diene system in ring B + 35 nm 

1 Exocyclic double bond + 5 nm 

Calculated λmax 381 nm 

 



COOH

Cl

Cl

Parent base- α,β-

unsaturated carbonyl 

compound cyclohexenone + 195 nm

Substituents at α-position: + 10nm

Substituents at β-

position: 1 alkyl group + 12 nm

Substituents at γ-

position: 3 alkyl group

3 x 18 = + 54 nm

γ- Cl 0

Other Effects: 2 Double 

bonds extending 

conjugation 2 x 30 = + 60 nm

Homoannular Diene

system in ring B + 35 nm

2 Exocyclic double bond + 10nm

Calculated λmax 376 nm



Parent base- α,β-

unsaturated carbonyl 

compound Aldehyde + 210 nm

Substituents at α-position: + 10nm

Substituents at β-

position: 1 alkyl group + 12 nm

Substituents at γ-

position: 4 alkyl group

4 x 18 = + 72 nm

γ- CH3 +18

γ- Cl 0

Other Effects: 2 Double 

bonds extending 

conjugation 3 x 30 = + 90 nm

Homoannular Diene

system in ring B, D 2 x 39 nm

4 Exocyclic double bond + 20nm

Calculated λmax 510 nm

CHO

CH3Cl

Cl





IR 
Infrared Spectroscopy



Infrared spectroscopy (IR spectroscopy) is the
spectroscopy that deals with the infrared region of the
electromagnetic spectrum, that is light with a longer
wavelength and lower frequency than visible light. It
covers a range of techniques, mostly based on
absorption spectroscopy. As with all spectroscopic
techniques, it can be used to identify and study
chemicals. A common laboratory instrument that uses
this technique is a Fourier transform infrared (FTIR)
spectrometer. The IR spectroscopy theory utilizes the
concept that molecules tend to absorb specific
frequencies of light that are characteristic of the
corresponding structure of the molecules.



Infrared spectroscopy (IR spectroscopy or vibrational
spectroscopy) involves the interaction of infrared radiation with
matter. It covers a range of techniques, mostly based on
absorption spectroscopy. As with all spectroscopic techniques, it
can be used to identify and study chemical substances. Samples
may be solid, liquid, or gas. The method or technique of infrared
spectroscopy is conducted with an instrument called an infrared
spectrometer to produce an infrared spectrum.
Typical units of frequency used in IR spectra are wave numbers,
with the symbol cm−1. Units of IR wavelength are commonly given
in micrometers (formerly called "microns"), symbol μm, which are
related to wave numbers in a reciprocal way. A common
laboratory instrument that uses this technique is a Fourier
transform infrared (FTIR) spectrometer. Two-dimensional IR is also
possible.



The infrared portion of the electromagnetic spectrum is usually
divided into three regions; the near- (0.75- 2.5 μm , mid- (2.5- 16 μm
) and far- infrared (25- 1000 μm), named for their relation to the
visible spectrum. The higher-energy near-IR, approximately 14000–
4000 cm−1 (0.7–2.5 μm wavelength) can excite overtone or
harmonic molecular vibrations. The mid-infrared, approximately
4000–400 cm−1 (2.5–25 μm) may be used to study the fundamental
vibrations and associated rotational-vibrational structure. The far-
infrared, approximately 400–10 cm−1 (25–1000 μm), lying adjacent
to the microwave region, has low energy and may be used for
rotational spectroscopy. The names and classifications of these
subregions are conventions, and are only loosely based on the
relative molecular or electromagnetic properties.
IR Spectroscopy detects frequencies of infrared light that are
absorbed by a molecule. Molecules tend to absorb these specific
frequencies of light since they correspond to the frequency of the
vibration of bonds in the molecule.





There are two types of vibrational motions:
A) Stretching deformation: It is a vibrational motion
of a bond along the bond axis within a molecule (Ʋ).
B) Bending deformation: It is a vibrational motion of
a bond perpendicular to the bond axis within a molecule
(δ).
Normal modes: A molecule can vibrate in many ways,
and each way is called a vibrational mode. Linear
molecules have 3N - 5 degrees of vibrational modes
whereas nonlinear molecules have 3N - 6 degrees of
vibrational modes (also called vibrational degrees of
freedom). As an example H2O, a non-linear molecule,
will have 3 × 3 - 6 = 3 degrees of vibrational freedom, or
normal modes.



IR Spectroscopy Instrumentation
The instrumentation of infrared spectroscopy is illustrated below. First, a beam of IR light from the 
source is split into two and passed through the reference ant the sample respectively.

Now, both of these beams are reflected to pass through a splitter and then
through a detector. Finally, the required reading is printed out after the
processor deciphers the data passed through the detector.



Graph of the IR spectrum
Given below is a sample of typical Infrared Absorption 
Frequencies.





Characteristic 
Absorption Bands



The IR Spectrum Table is a chart for use during
infrared spectroscopy. The table lists IR
spectroscopy frequency ranges, appearance of
the vibration and absorptions for functional
groups.
IR Spectrum Table by Frequency Range
Use the following table when you already know
the frequency of your material. Find the
frequency range in the first column on the left
side of the chart and corresponding values in
adjacent columns. (كاملاالجدوليحفظ)



 

Frequency 

Range 

Absorption 

(cm-1) 
Appearance Group Compound Class Comments 

4000-3000 
cm-1 

3650 weak, broad 
O-H 
stretching 

alcohol free 

  3350-3310 medium 
N-H 
stretching 

secondary amine   

  3500-2500 strong, broad 
O-H 
stretching 

carboxylic acid 
usually centered on 
3000 cm-1 

  3610 weak, broad 
O-H 
stretching 

phenol intramolecular bonded 

  3400, 3350 strong, broad 
NH2 
stretching 

Amino group   

cm-1 2980, 2890 strong, sharp 
C-H 
stretching 

C-H ( CH3, CH2, CH) 
aliphatic 

  

  3030 medium 
C-H 
stretching 

C-H aromatic   

  2700 medium 
C-H 
stretching 

O=C-H aldehyde doublet 

  2600-2550 weak 
S-H 
stretching 

thiol   

 
2349 strong 

O=C=O 
stretching 

carbon dioxide   

  2275-2250 strong, broad 
N=C=O 
stretching 

isocyanate   

 



  2220 weak 
CΞN 
stretching 

nitrile   

  2260-2190 weak 
CΞC 
stretching 

alkyne disubstituted 

  2175-2140 strong 
S-CΞN 
stretching 

thiocyanate   

  2160-2120 strong 
N=N=N 
stretching 

N3 azide   

  2150   
C=C=O 
stretching 

ketene   

  2145-2120 strong 
N=C=N 
stretching 

carbodiimide   

  2140-1990 strong 
N=C=S 
stretching 

isothiocyanate   

  2000-1900 medium 
C=C=C 
stretching 

allene   

  2000   
C=C=N 
stretching 

ketenimine   

 
2000-1650 weak 

C-H 
bending 

C-H aromatic compound overtone 

 



1820, 1760 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

anhydride   

1815-1785 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

O=C-X  acid halide   

1760 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

carboxylic acid monomer 

1735 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

esters 6-membered lactone 

1750 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

δ-lactone γ: 1770 

1745 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

cyclopentanone   

1720 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

aldehyde   

1725 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

aliphatic ketone 
or cyclohexanone or 
cyclopentenone 

1690 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

CONH2 primary amide 
 

1620 medium 
C=N 
stretching 

imine / oxime   

1640 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

secondary amide 
 

 



1630 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

tertiary amide 
 

1650 strong 
C=O 
stretching 

δ-lactam 
 

1678-1668 weak 
C=C 
stretching 

alkene disubstituted (trans) 

1662-1626 medium 
C=C 
stretching 

alkene disubstituted (cis) 

1650-1600 medium 
C=C 
stretching 

C=C-C=C conjugated alkene   

1620-1610 strong 
C=C 
stretching 

C=C-C=O α,β-unsaturated 
ketone 

  

1550-1500 strong 
N-O 
stretching 

NO2  nitro group   

1415-1380 strong 
S=O 
stretching 

SO4 sulfate   

1200-1185         

 



1410-1380 strong 
S=O 
stretching 

SO2Cl sulfonyl chloride   

1204-1177         

1400-1000 strong C-F stretching fluoro compound   

1372-1335 strong 
S=O 
stretching 

sulfonate   

1370-1335 strong 
S=O 
stretching 

SO2NH2  sulfonamide   

1170-1155         

1350-1342 strong 
S=O 
stretching 

SO3H sulfonic acid anhydrous 

1070-1030 strong 
S=O 
stretching 

sulfoxide   

690-515 strong 
C-Br 
stretching 

halo compound   

600-500 strong C-I stretching halo compound   

880  strong C-H bending 1,2,4-trisubstituted benzene   

860 strong C-H bending 1,3-disubstituted benzene   

780 strong C-H bending 1,4-disubstituted or   

780  strong C-H bending 1,2,3-trisubstituted benzene   

755  strong C-H bending 1,2-disubstituted benzene   

700 strong C-H bending monosubstituted   

     benzene derivative   

 



Examples

















Indicate the expected IR bands for the following compound:

The Answer:
-CN 2220 cm-1, NH 3350-3310 cm-1, C=O (COOH) 1760 cm-
1, carboxylic -OH 2500-3500 cm-1, -SH 2600-2550 cm-1,
-CHO 2700 cm-1, 1720 cm-1, CH 2980, 2890 cm-1, N3 2160-2120
cm-1, NCO 2275-2250 cm-1 , C=N 1620 cm-1, OH 3610 cm-1, CH
aromatic 3030 cm-1.
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Introduction 

Polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) contain two or more aromatic 

rings, each pair of which shares two ring carbon atoms. Naphthalene, 

anthracene, and phenanthrene , the most common PAHs, and substances 

derived from them are found in coal tar and high-boiling petroleum 

residues. At one time, naphthalene was used as a moth repellent and 

insecticide in protecting woolens and furs, but its use has decreased due 

to the introduction of chlorinated hydrocarbons such as p-

dichlorobenzene. Also found in coal tar are lesser amounts of 

benzo[a]pyrene. This compound is found as well in the exhausts of 

gasoline-powered internal combustion engines (for example  , automobile 

engines) and in cigarette smoke. Benzo[a]pyrene is a very potent 

carcinogen and mutagen. 

A polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH) is a hydrocarbon—a chemical 

compound containing only carbon and hydrogen—that is composed of 

multiple aromatic rings. The group is a major subset of the aromatic 

hydrocarbons. The simplest of such chemicals are naphthalene, having 

two aromatic rings, and the three-ring 

compounds anthracene and phenanthrene. The terms polyaromatic 

hydrocarbon or polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbon are also used for this 

concept. PAHs are uncharged, non-polar molecules, with distinctive 

properties due in part to the delocalized electrons in their aromatic rings. 

Many of them are found in coal and in oil deposits, and are also produced 

by the thermal decomposition of organic matter—for example, in engines 

and incinerators or when biomass burns in forest fires. 

Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons are discussed as possible starting 

materials for abiotic syntheses of materials required by the earliest forms 

of life.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydrocarbon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_compound
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_compound
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aromatic_ring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aromatic_hydrocarbons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aromatic_hydrocarbons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naphthalene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthracene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phenanthrene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delocalization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petroleum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organic_matter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forest_fires
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PAH_world_hypothesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PAH_world_hypothesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abiotic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Material
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abiogenesis#PAH_world_hypothesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abiogenesis#PAH_world_hypothesis
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Classification of PAHs 

 

➢ There are two different ways to join three rings together, forming 

anthracene and phenanthrene. 

➢ As the number of fused rings increases, the number of resonance 

structures increases. Naphthalene is a hybrid of three resonance 

structures whereas benzene is a hybrid of two. 

Requirements for any compound to be aromatic: 

1- Cyclic 

2- Planner 

3- All atoms must be SP2 

4- All double bonds must be conjugated 

5- Obey Huckle’s rule which states that any aromatic compound must 

contain 4n+2 π electrons where n 0,1,2,3,… 
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Biphenyl and atropisomerism 

Atropisomerism is stereoisomerism results from restricted rotation around 

single bonds (axis of chiral). An axis about it a set of atoms/groups are 

held in a spatial arrangement that is not superimposable on its mirror 

image   .Axial chirality can be assigned by using Newman projection along 

the axis of hindered rotation . Use Cahn-Ingold-Prelog priority rules to 

assign the substituents 
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Atropisomerism in nature 
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lBipheny 

Nomenclature 
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Preparation methods 

1- By Fittig’s Reaction 
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2-Alumann synthesis 
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3-From Grinuard reaction  

 

4-From Benzedine  
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Chemical reactions 

Electrophilic Substitution 

Nitration 

 

  

 

 

Benzidine 

 

 

 

Synthesis 

1- Benzedine rearrangement 
 

 

 

Mechanism 

+NO2

O2N

HNO3/H2SO4

NO2

HNO3/H2SO4

NO2O2N +

NO2

NO2
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2- Ullmann, s Reaction 
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Diphenic acid 

 

 

 

Synthesis (a) from phenanthraquinone 

 

 

 

 

b) Ullmann, s Reaction 
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c) from anthranilic acid 

 

Reactions of diphenic acid 

 

 

 

Diphenylmethane 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Preparations 

 

(1) Friedel- Craft, s reaction 
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2) Condensation of benzen with formaldehyde 

 

(3) Reduction of benzophenone 

 

Reactions of diphenylmethane 

1-Nitration  

 

 

 

2-Bromination  

 

 

 
 

3-Oxidation  
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4-Cyclization  

 

 

 

 

1,2-Diphenylethane 

Preparation methods 

(1) Friedel Crafts Reaction 
 

 
 

 
(2) Wurtz Reaction 

 

 
Chemical Reactions 

1- Oxidation  
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Preparation Methode 

1- Wurtz reaction 
 

 
 

 

2- Grinuard reagent 
 

 

 
 

Chemical reactions 

1- Reduction 
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Preparation of isostilbene 

 
 

 

Benzoin 

 

Preparation Methods 

 

 

 

 

Oxidation of Benzoin 
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Benzil 

 

Preparation 
 

 
 

 

Mechanism 
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Naphthalene 

 

 

Confirmation the chemical structure 

 

 

 

Preparation Methods 

 

1) Using 4-phenyl-3-butenoic acid 
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(2) Using Haworth synthesis 

 

 

 

Chemical Reactions 

 

1- Reduction 

 

 

 

 



 

19 
 

2- Oxidation 
The product of oxidation depending on the oxidizing agents 
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3-Friedel-Craft ,s reaction 
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3- Electrophilic substitution 
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Naphthalene derivatives 
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Alpha-Naphthol 
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Orientation in naphthalene derivatives 
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Anthracene 

 

 

Resonance strucure of anthracene 

 

 

 

 

Preparation Methods 

 

1- Friedel-Craft ,s reaction 
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2- Diels- Alder, reaction 
 
 

 

 

3-Wurtz-Fittig, reaction 
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Chemical reaction of anthracene 
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