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RESPIRATORY SYSTEM

• Otherwise known as the pulmonary system, the 

respiratory system (spir/o = to breathe) functions 

primarily to deliver oxygen to the body tissues and get rid 

of carbon dioxide.

• This function is achieved through breathing or ventilation.

• There are two processes involved in ventilation:

>> Inspiration/inhalation: movement of air into the lungs

>> Expiration/exhalation: movement of air out of the 

lungs

A pulmonologist (pulmon/o + -logist) is a specialist in the 

anatomy, physiology, and pathology of the lungs, while a 

respiratory therapist evaluates and treats respiratory 

disorders at the direction of a physician.



STRUCTURES OF THE RESPIRATORY
SYSTEM

• The respiratory system consists of the upper and 

lower respiratory tracts. 









DISEASES, DISORDERS, AND DIAGNOSTIC 

TERMS





• The following terms are frequently used in 

relation to the respiratory system:

>> hyperventilation (hyper + ventilation): 

excessive ventilation of the lungs

>> hypoventilation (hypo + ventilation):-

insufficient exchange of oxygen and carbon 

dioxide in the lungs

>> hypoxia (hyp + ox + ia): diminished 

oxygenation to the tissues

>> anoxia (an + ox + ia): extreme form of 

hypoxia, severe lack of oxygen in the tissues



Activity; Review the definitions of the 

following respiratory disorders:



SURGICAL AND THERAPEUTIC
INTERVENTIONS



The most common surgical procedures related 

to the respiratory system.



Respiratory disorders may also be treated with 

medications.
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